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PBEFAGE. 

|HE fiedoums — ao we are infinrmed bj Layard — 
set an J member of a tribe who is unable to aleep 
to watch the camels. With the like jnuctical 
pbiloeophjr the Author of this volume, having 
had considerable e]Q)erienoe of New York Board- 
ing-Houses, resolved to devote that not-altogsther-agreea- 
Uj-acquired knowledge to the finrmation of a book. 

He hopes his readers will approve the performance. 
He thinks feQme of them maj recogniie more or less par- 
ticulars as the counterpart of those fiuniliar to their own 
personal obeervatioii. Perhaps it were indicative of a too 
sanguine disposition to express expectations of securing 
.the i^probation of the proprietors and proprietresses of 
the Establishments treated of He trusts, however, they 
will read his " Physiologjr.'* Thcj maj derive profit 
from it — ^if not pleasure. 

May he suggest that a more judicious p res en t firam a 
Boarder or Boarders to a Landladj than this volume — 
eqpeciallj if a leaf or so be turned down in a p pro p riate 
places— HxmU scarcely be imagined 7 
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bmoDiroroBT, lanorotirAti, axd umaPATOKt. 

MDini>UAiJ.r wo havcnt the 
</^ Blightert doubt of tie ne- 
-^ ce«t7 for this i«)rk ; but 
^ being very much Alive to 
;.^i tberesponiibilityofemnlft. 
Y"^^ tingLeSago'e/ffoWfJIo*- 
I _^ ■-* ^ uux in unroofing liouw*, 

-^ . . ■ J ' / oaA iinvailini^ to our reitd* 
-^ _^^ ers llie pecnliaritiea of tbo 
"ill-*! y 'i;- Jj)^"^i>1^^77^ Eatablishmenta whoae gcn> 
tc s.. iR;"r, 1 eric title we h»Te i«uro- 

ed, we ■hall bffer a pr^mlaaij word or io in Jutifioation 
(tf oar task. ■ 

Hon than half a million of hauun beinga an aaid to 
be reiddeat In thia oa^ntal of tbe Western Worid. Now 
•ach in^Tidoal of them has, ia, «■ ntaj beoomo aot^oct to 
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BoardiBg-Honte domioiliitioo. Like desth, no olaas is ex- 
empl ftom it A topic of more nnivenal intereel, oom- 
mcDdiDg itaelf equaUj to tathor^uraft and the public, 
oonld mmnOj be hoped for. la it not, then, remarkable 
that oim abonld be the first attempt to grapple with it in 
•^fitting and oomprehenaiTe nuuiner ? 

A Tolnmeaooh as we oan oonodve rather than produce 
—penned with profound and philosophic knowledge of 
the subject, scrupulous reracitj, and delecUble wit and 
wisdom— would needs be priceless. We wish we could 
ea^ such a one on the restless waters of the sea of life 
around us. To the lips of the student of human nature a 
chalice, fimugfat with instruction and delight, should be 
llreeljr offered ; to the alien and stranger a book of gbod 
oounsel and comfort ; and to mankind in general, we, Uke 
the serpent b Eden— jet possessing, withal, no latent 
guile— would proffer knowledge. In defiiult of this 
mnch-to^^^esired yolume, we respeetfoUj tender ours. 

TbB remark of a sage Gascon (who must have been the 
2\^pptt of his daj), "that there's scarcelj anj pLuse 
^ei^ so much can be seen as in the world," may, cer. 
tamiy, b a mbor degree, be appUed to this metropolis. 

It has no equal-Hit least, on this side of the Atkntia It 
is the most ftee and easy pLuse conceiyable. The right 
to do *«-as you d— n please"— to quote the democratic 
I*»i«^ogy of the aborigines— is nowhere so universaUy 
noogniaed, or less curbed by authority. Individual 
charaeter, therefore, whether of men or sodal mstitu- 
tioo% is apt to be fordUy derdoped, and to present 
g^ " * '*' ^ ^"wth notbg. And we concdTc that no 
b^ place for aketohing these can be selected than our 
aobstltatea for homet-rBoarding-Housea. Our PAysA 
-«-- Hioold o^^italn typea of » law wrtion of th« J^ 
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There is another, though a secondary reason, for our . 
book's existence. The present is a mutable generation, 
possessing but little of the conservative clement, unwilling 
to pause, ever jostling onward, considering nothing final. 
Does it not behoove us, then, to leave record of wliai has 
been for the benefit of that illustrious personage — ^Pos* 
terityf 

It IB true that he may (or may not) have the privilege 
of turning over with indifferent hand certain dusty files 
of newspapers, tliere to rake among embers and aslies 
n^bich blaze briskly enough now. But being a great ]^i« 
losopher (which must certainly be the case if he avail 
himself of only half the books bequeathed to him), he 
may cogitate d la Corlyle's Pasi and Prtsent^ thus: 
** life was a fiict with my grcat-grcat-grandfiither. He 
went to bed of nights, and got up of mornings, even as I 
do. He attired himself (after a very absurd and ungably 
fiuhion, to be sure, compared with the present mode), and 
was hungry two or three times a day. I should like to 
know, in detail, how the old boy existed. Here are ad- 
vertisements respecting Boarding-IIouscs. Perhaps lie 
lived at one ? I wonder what they were I** 

In anticipation of this, and for other equally good rea- 
sons, we take pen in hand. And as the doughtiest of 
heroes, the mightiest of achievements, pass away when 
unchronided, so— 4id we not undertake to embalm them 
in printer's ink — ^might the various characteristics of New 
Toric Boardhig-Houses. Oheops,kingof Egypt, to secure 
this sort of immortality, erected a pyramid— and that's 
all we know about him. He'd much better have kept a 
diary. We might, then, have known what he had for 
breakfost A few sheets of perishable papyri pmned to 
Time's wing makes us cotemporary with Cleopatra. 

It may be, then, that a thousand years hence, some 
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.*od«rt, oarioM In ■otiqinriu knowMgo, iriD, in Mme 
fttw* .Artor Librai7, torn orer our pagea, dnigntlT i». 
tMt OB tbs part attd thii PbjAAogj of »•» York 




CHAPTER II. 




OF KOOKIXO OUT rOB A BOAXDIXO-nOOSK 

rpDE GrtnblishmcnU of 
-L wbich m puqxMe to 
ipoak itre nuiny nnil mill- 
tiforioua, poAeasing their 
own idiocracicB, Dud tiut 
soldom amcnalile to otbcr 
rnloa nnd regulottoiu than 
ji tboso of their ])ropricton^ 
'^ As €hto Chnm, in Scott'a 
nOT0l,lbnght "Ibr liiaown 
band," ao each tenement 
may bo dcMcribcd m *ui gmtrU, irrespective of otiien. 
Tliej bare mitio gcncml cbarnctcriiiticii, but not enough 
of particnliir ones to iiii^;eat order in their ennmcrotion. 
Clnninoation, therefore, bccomca impoasiblc. We iholl 
only endcovor to iilaco tlicm under api>ropriato ^tlei. 

Where, nov, to begin f A» ono who for tlio firet timo 
enters npon Boarding-Honaa cxiitcneo is denroui of dia- 
corcnng the abotio of all others moat suited to hia neces- 
aitioa and inclinations, so, hero, wo cxperienoe a tcm- 
ponuT diffioolt;^ of ohoicc. Tho aolijcct ii' ao vast, ao 
oomprebenaive. "The world" (of Ilonrduig-noQan) "ia 
■11 before na— where to chooae," We will take advantago 
of oar nmile and oommence by describing the prooeed* 
Inga of the aeoker for a Boarding-Uouao. 
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He either inscrta in the Herald, Tribune, oi' Tima, nn 
advotiMtaaDt ipecufyiDg hia i«rti(nil«r requirementa, «r 
•oonhi thOM addroMd to hnnuaitf in gei»ral Uiroo^ 
the BMdioBi of tbor oolnmiM — perit^ adopts both meu- 
■m. In Um fi>niier eoM, the next moniing pnu him in' 
' poaseflnonofanst 

wnoont of eotrea- 
pondenoe, from the 
dninUlj-penDod and 
delicMol/-enTeiap> • 
od biBtU of tip- 
tomidom to the _ 
iUepc^ed, pcndl- 
■crawled, ancovor- 
; ed notee of Green- ■ 
wich and Hadaon- 
Btreeta. It mattera 
not that ho haa in- 
dicated an7 definite looalitfi nDgnine honxeholden in 
lemoto Brooklyn diatrioU olqtoh at Iiim, Hobokon rc«- 
denti joaia toward him, and the writer of a atraj 
Williamabnig epiatle ia " confident that an arrangement 
oMi be made" if he will &vor her with a vist After laj- 
ing aude aa Ineligible aa many letten u there are SmilAt 
in a New York Direetory, ho devotee a morning to the 
parpoeoi of inqwotion and aclection. 

He beoomea aoqoaintedwith ttrange localitiea and beD- 
handlra He lerutiniaoa informatorj aorapa of paper 
ws&nd op baaide doorwmjn. Be endorea tediona wait- 
ing* at thrM>olda — it being a cnrioua fact in connection 
wkh Boardiog-Honaea that a nngle ^iplioation fbr admia- 
iioB ibna^ the tnual mediom never proonrea it And 
MoorAng u Via qneat be hij^ or low, io will hia nqwri- 




If the former, ho may cxi-ect to be usl.cvcd .nlo jpa- 
doua "and luzuriondy-fumiabed parlora, whore, aeawd m 
oomfortablrpaddod rocking-chains and oontemptotmB 
marble tahlea, on which gorgeoualy-botmd volumee are 
KtiitkailT arranged, thouaaud-dollar pianoArtea, and 
mirror. oapaUo of abaabing a mod«t man to ntter 
a, he will tarry the advent of aUtely damea, 




whose dreaaea rustle aa with oouadoua opnlonco. Ho wiH 
precede them— they bring aonipdoua aa to expoaure of 
aakloe— up broad atairoows to hondaome apartmonta, mid 
listen with bland satiafecUon to the onomeration of "aU 
the modem hnprovemonte" which thdr manriona oom- 
priae; nor, perhaps, be attrtled at the -figure" for which 
they may bo enjoyed. If " money bo no object," he will 
not have to eeek fiir, or fhro badly. 

But the researchoa of him whoeo aafarations are ai^ 
'onmsoribed by a shallow pnrre will produce different re- 
aolta. By Irish girla, with unkempt hair and ondcanly 
phyaiofmomy, he wiU bo inducted into Btting-roema where 
uivLtiw blinda are kept KTup^Wnily eloaed, ibr the - 
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doable piupow of atolading flie* and prarmUng a too 
don Mratinj of the vpbaiatmj. He wiU Iutc bternowi 
with li n dhdiai of Taiiou appeuuoe, sgea and oharmcter^ 
iniim " tmdlidioi dnbioiu ud ding^, Uadladka Mrera and 
iai|lkio« (ioflndble aa to "referanMs or paTinenU b ad- 
1 oonfldiDg, landladiM <iuiUj 
(he majoritr being widom. Ha wiU 




tamf inaumenble rooma — genenJly under that pecu- 
liarljr ohoerAd upeat attendant on onmode boda and no- ' 
emptied wadung>badna — and, if of aanatorj piinoiiilos, 
examine the eonatniotion of vindowa in order to aaocr- 
taui irhetfior tbtj be aaphyxiative or movable. He will 
find oeoaaion to admire how apartmenta may be indiSbr- 
entlj vntQated hj holtwiDdowa, and attica oonatnioted ao 
that etonding oroet within them ii onlj praotieablo in ono ^ 
qiot. How a tbrefrJbet-by-«xteen inofaea atrip of thread- 
^ ban oaipet, a twelT»«nd-a-hBlfoents-Chatham-aqiiare mir- 
ror, and a diqointed obair may, in the livelf imagination 
ofBoMttigHoaae proprietroaieat be oonaidered^WnAun, 
Uoir doaUe, tilple, and area quintuple beda hi angle 
rooBM^BBd oloaeta into wfaioh be odf aopoeeda meflbot- 







«~«Ir of m ii»po*« deoril*!™. S^<"«"y 
mowimtooa (not to menuon "™ . , ^aii. where 
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MBW roBK BOABuma-youaicit. 
> win b« isTMled to the iodividnal in Muoh of a 



Ws han foradiadow«d tba eztramw of our nbjeot, or 
U tMsriy 10 M w« propoM to-toooh upon. For, though h 
^"iSorta mub unple Mope h to inolndo the mott nugnifl- 
eantafonrpBlBoa hoteli — which mbiit Boardmg-HontM, 
ttmponiT or permanent— equkllj with the eqaalid tow- 
meola of the Five Pi^U aod Cow Bi^, 70! there an 
heigliti to iriiieh we ahall not oare to aoar, deptha to 
wUck we wiU not deeeend. We intend to be nciUier ■!»■ 



Nor, mattractive aa our iketch of the oliaraoteriBtioa of 
dw^ Boardiog'HoiiMa appnn, are we nnoonioiow of the 
wdMaoee of EataUiahmenta where moderate prioea may 
prooore a fair arerage amount of oomfort aod oleaolinaeii 
Soch win find hooorable mention in onr FhTSolog;. But 
M Id Uh Ihej are infrequent, a propwlioDatelr amaU tgtm 
win be here aeoorded to them. 
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•ecurmg %omAody to feed t^nm. Ton maj in siioh 
hooaes find yourself a dish ibr an entire fiunilj; seiTed np 

regularly at break&8t, dinner, and supper, and alao ifleeoed 
to supply clothing for a brood of juvomle ogres. Domes- 
tie economy of this kind can be as easily imagined as do- 
-^scribed, and for this reason, as well as to shun the charge 
of inTidiousnoss in selection, we shall not go into detaU 
about it. We prefer, rather, a household of better qual- 
ity-H)f which you have some preceding knowledge, and 
where you consent to become "one of the family.** 

Your landlord Brown— we choose that name as com- 
paratiTely dear of libellous application— has, then, a 
wife and small fiimfly of three— we wiU not take unfiur 
advantage by snpposug more. Perhaps busmess relations 
and mutual convenience have induced you to become his 
boarder. Mrs. B. is a prettyish woman, amiable, and well • 
meaning; her children, a boy, a girl, and a baby. You 
possess that repugnance to and droad of all mfants of 
trader years natural to unmarried men— except very 
mUdly^evdopied ones, who, we verily believe, do succeed 
in getting up a timid sort of interest in them— but, apart 
from this, anticipate a reasonable amount of comfort in 
your new quarters, and, for a short time, are not disap- 
pointed. Hrs. B. is anxious to [dease and be pleased, her 
husband, a good-humored, every-day-kind-of-man, and you 
popular with both. But, presently, certain disadvantages 
incidental to your position begin to disdoee themselves. 

Bemg treated *" exactly as one of the Amily,** it is tao- 
iUy expected that you wifl let pass, without comment or 
objection, whatever may conflict with your own tastes and 
Inclinations. Mrs. B.*s cookery is not worse than that of 
the m^oritjjT of young wives married fix)m Boardmg- 
Houses— which is to say she knows nothing at all about 
it—and the Gelt oonduoto herself aoooiding to her natural 






ignorance and procUvity to dirt— you must "take things 
as they are,'* and make the best of them. Little irregu- 
huities as to meal hours— always common where tliere is 
ababy who is apt to intimate his particular wanU in a not- 
to-be^hoked-off manner— fiimily makeshifts and expedi- 
ents, you can not suppose will be dropped or amended in 
consequence of ywr presence. Brown is used to Uiem ; 

you must become so. 

When brcakfiist is delayed for half an hour— you fid. 
gcting all the time with thoughU of the store, work- 
shop, or office— you can»t be brutal enough to complain 
when you learn that " poor Mrs. B. did n't get a wink of 
sleep aU night, the diild cried so," nor would you be 
guilty of the discourtesy of commencing the meal in her 
absence. K y<nA come down later than usual, and find 
reserved for you a mug-full of coffee, black, bitter as 
aloes, and boiling on the stove, a fragment of overcooked 
steak adhering to iU plate through the medium of con- 
gealed grease, a patch of liquefying butter peppered with 
flies, and a sodden biscuit— why " you can't expect the 
things to be about all day." Eat yourbrcakfast in silence, 
and show your appreciation of " the comforts of a home" 
by not disturbing Bridget, who 's " washing up." 

Mrs. B., too, and her husband, have the occasional tif& 
and differences natural to the married state on unimport- 
ant questions, at table or dsewhere, when they appeal to 
your judgment.- You are gallant and side with the wife, 
upon which Brown thinks you a humbug, and hinta as 
much. Venture on the opposite line of conduct, with 
ever so guarded a proviso, Mrs. B. is *• disappointed in 
you, as she thought you had a better opinion of the 
ladies." So you bold your tongue, are couflidered sulky, 
and the boy and giri told not to go near you« 
These hmooents, also, are scarody a source of unmixed 



KratificaUtm to yourself and those about them. For tT.a 
boy ■nirepiitiously borrows yonr knife, breska the amsller 
blade short off in endeavoring to whittle out k Wt, aiid 
onta his fingers Bevc-rely— m consequence of which yon 
— got into disgrace with his mother. And the girl adl 
dreaies yon by an abbreviation of your Chriatiau namo-^ 
having heard her father do eo-^GiTors you with "sharp" 
answers, and anooanoes the calls of your friends in a 
■hriU yell up the staircase. Too incline toward both dar- 
lings at first, but finding their affeotion become so nunpoiit 
M scarcely to leave yon a quiet moment, and the smaU 
coins at first reoeived ss a avor, soon olamorooBly do- 
manded as a right, yon endeavor gradually to break off— 
upon whinh they turn BfHteful, and persuade Mrs. B. that 
JOB are an nndevelopod Herod. She would like to know 
what the "poor children" have done to displease you. 

Nor is this til. The Browns are sociable people, and 
give little parties. Mrs. B. has unmarried eistere, and 
young lady acquaintances. Yon enjoy yourself very 
much, and do not olgert "to see the girls home," oven . 
though the distanoe bo considerable. Periiaps exhibrated 
by their pleasant society, and wilfully unmindful of the 
&« that there is another young lady who claims the 
monopoly of such atteniiona, you propose stepping into 
Taytor's for an ice-cream or so. She hears of it, be snro, 
and you are fartly informed that if t/ou go out for walks 

with Miss 8', the shall retaliate in company with" Mr. 

Smith. (Smith is your rival, and you have a suspidon that 
his whiskers are more dittinguMoolaug than yours.) 

Or, on rainy nights, the young ladies accept their 
brother4n.law's proffered hospitality; when, in eonso- 
qnenoe of limited aooommodation, yon give up your room 
to them, and sleep on the soft. Bachelors' apartments 
■" not prorarfaiany tidy, and it ia just possible that joa 
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have lofl certiun unsealed letters, from her, in drnwere, or 
tiie pockola of the old coat whicli serves you for a dress- 
ing gowii. Of courao you wouldn't for the world suspect 
tlio young ladies of reading them. Vet you think of 
M.idamo JUiiebcard in the story, and are haunted with a 
lively recollection of particular passages in the said letters, 

wherein the Misses s' personal appearance and dc- 

meanor are commented very severely upon, and snoh 
ciHthets as "forward minxes," "bold-&ced hussies," ap- 
plied to them. These reflections, combined mill the 
hardness of the sofa, arc quite aullicient to keep yo:i in a 
vivadoiis state of unrest till the morning, when you raako 
your toilet in the back kitchen among dirty plntcs, house- 
hold utensils, and irniptions fiom Bridget. And, iimocont 
as "the girls" look when you bid them good-morning, 
you could swear they have counted the number of your 
dickeys, and know that your socks are awfuUy in need of 
' dammg. 

Brown, too, has his friends who sometimes stop nil 
night, and, of eourte, sh.ire your bed. Pcrhajw they get 
to sleep first, and snore. Perhaps they never can dn 
cither, in a strange couch, and so lie tumliling, tossing, and 
kicking, till you become equally incapable of repose. Wo 
have hod bed-fcllowa who couldn't partake of "the balmy" 
unices in strange portions, such as on their backs, with 
' their knees making a pyramid of the bcd-clotbcs. Wo 
have also known tlicm to moon all night like broken- 
hearted ring-doves.* 

• On sqoh occulona— *nd indeod On OIhgn, finh ss norin^ soort- 
ing, jrnaling. etc — wo bare Ibuiid «hiiUi*g in etScadoua clicck. It 
Iimbabl; dulurba Uib nncoaidcnu anenadsn lato mLuiiloDiDK tbtir la- 
tdIudUi; scoiDipuuincnL Ve, thcrafon^ odviu sudbring nifiM, 
when tbeir tonta oommmee dsbI melodj, to sit up in bod and whistlo 
like BO aiuiy Innne kej-hoh* Of course tba ooussel li aautntmwj lo 
bnibwiiii — Isdici •»«■ mora. 
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Hn. B. ntima hor nston^ tUu, aod oocanonollf rtaya 
a ixj or two with hor mothor. (Nobody oonld bo banl* 
hoart«d enongli to wiih to keep her alteajf at home.) 
During nch abaonoes, Drown and jronraolf are tamod 
over to the tender merciea of Bridget, who doot make 
the bedi till the erening. Poriupa, bj ■pemol order, eho 
lutitotw a general clean up. In which oaso, on retom- 
ing home^ 70a find the floor of jronr apartment damp 
■* from a reoent iuondation, yoor hat in the diowor-bath, 
~ fOnr boot* hung near the ocnling, tout pipes, hair-bnuh, 
''and tob«oo»-Jar Jamhlod amoug jour ihirt-oollors, and 
tha iMt of jma property carofUIjr pnt awajr in oqnallj 
Improp ri ate looalltien Yoa may, howoror, disoorar thia 
in /irvyniH, and hare the grotiGoation of oorrying the fhr- 
nitine from the poaai^e into yoar room. Of Bridget'a 
eooka^ we ihoQ say nothing, having alroadj iudmnted 
that Ae is an Iciihwomaa, and therefore bnt one degree 
■bore the Hottentot ten of the oolinary thermometer. 

Ton are aln liaUe to the peiformanee of the part of 
OBTalier to Hn, B,, In aooompanj'tng hor to thoatem, 
Ibtahiag hor htmw from balls, plo., when Broihi— it 1 jn« 
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like him— won't. This, of itself woold bo no groat Iianl- 
■bip, but tliero's" your" joong lady who wondun married 
women (with an emphasis on tho adjective) "ore not 
really adiamcd of thonuolves" to bo seen nl luoh plsoos 
with gentlemen, and "hopes their hnsbonds' eyas will 
soon be opened." Your refusal, thougli railed under 
never so ingenious a pretext, is pcrcdvod and ro- 
sented by Mrs. B., perhaps by her huibnnd. Or, on the 
other hand, you — having no itndretM elsewhere — aooord 
these attentions so readily as to exdto liis jctlousy. Uo- 
twoon those two stools you will need to bo a destrous 
moral acrobat not to come to tho 
ground. We remember an in- 
atanoo in winch a husband's feel- 
ings wore so wrought upon by llio 
fiwt of a boordofs esquiring Ills wifo 
frtHna party — which holiimnclf bod 
expressly dcelinod doing — that thoy 
instigated him to taking Ilia revenge 
on the Aol of the ot 
froder. He 1 
eovcrcd, subseqaent to ^ 

thdr return, kioldog it "^^ * ^s^V ."^^ ■_ TJ,^X — ^ 
about the passage in a '-^^^^-^ :^n^^^^\^ 
most vindictive man- -.~??^~U~rr^S.'/Ld ■=>t 



Now and then you may be weak onongh to saffor yooit 
self to bo inveigled into osdsting at Urs. B's. SatQrday 
evening marketings — the inducement, "choosing >omo- 
thing yon like" for Sunday's dinner ; the result— carry- 
hig the basket. Indeed, if yon are of easy nature, there's 
no knowing what may be required of you. White-wash- 
ing, pntttng up beds, convoying ordcra to trades-peopio, 
acting as proxy in dispuiiug thoir " little bills"— and oooa- 
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rionaUj mdruoing tlio noaoj to pay tbwn — hoariog ths 
<ilu](lr«u's leaMDs, koepiiig tlia gmr^en in order— for 'all 
thoN UalcB, and maojr mora, yoa an ATiilabte. IfaMa/- 
^ daj moring be in «>iit«in]dalioo, jon 'd better, at the oot- 
•et, diipatdi a dootor^ oertifloate of rioluHM to TOUT om- 
pkqreri, for jtn *I1 haTO to oome to it, finaUj, after lowig 
a darand a bal£ ShonM jonrooat or paiila euSbr in aaj 
oftheae oparatlotu, Mn. B. meata tout Kpp&eali^ Ibr 
repafaa with a laa^ oaUi 7011 an "old bacbalor," and- 
eaaamanda TOO to Bridget, who, in her tnm, tUnka 700 'ra ' 
**bettbar aUe to attblsd to noh matthera jemelf tUn 
riMk- 

When Brown wanta to molce, be nstimllf wea joor 
dgan and tqwrtaunt, hoDoe 70a are aonpaotad of faioe» 




lating him with low taatea, and aedudng him ftom the 
bosom of Ilia bmitf. Unmiataluble hint* an thrown 
eat ai to tho nooeMt^ of taUng down tho mndow enr^ 
tainaaad having them wMlied, "to get theamell o«t,"and 
" poor dear babj<* ooiigli" ia attribntod to " that Imnid 
tobaeeo." Bob^, indeed, bebomea a Terj fbrmidabia per. 
MNHv*. If Dot on good terma with the mother, 700 eaa 
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not raiw 7our TOioo above a wliiaper, aacccc, langh, oongh, 

whiitio, nng, open or ahnt the door, without diatorbing 

it. Terrible to roflcot npoo are thoae creninga on wliich 

lira. B. gooa out, leaving bab7 to the eare of Bridget. 

Porhape iho takca ber Iecti with her, when 7on and Brown 

Blip on crackers, chcoae, and bcor (fetched and paid for, 

b7 fooncU^ from the comer gro- 

ecT7.) lit doM nt remain in-doon^ 

Itut 7on mint, having to write a 

letter, during the oompodtion of 

whiiJ) bab7 waila inco«untl7. On 

the in&ntila clamor reaching a criaia 

•uggestiveof Uaoknoea in the &ce, ./ 

protmded eTwi, and genendl7 con- ^<- 

vnlmve nppenraooe, 70U descend, < 

nnd discover Bridget endonvoring 

to quiet her charge hj filling its tinj mouth with hmiiM 

ofporkfiit, Ilolfon hour aubMM]ucntl77ou start, on TMir 

own responnbilit7, to fotch Mm. B. home. About tlio 

time, too, tliat 70U have become ao misanthrofno on tho 

siityoot of baUea as to strongl7 recommend Qodfhy's 

Corlial, and other opiates — ui the hope of &tal results — 

70a Bra reqnerted to act aa god-Ikthor. 

To detail all the minutiie of aonofances ordlnnril7 in- 
dnded in Boarduig with a Private Famil/, would Bit tran- 
aoend onr limits. Another incidcnl — warranted gennme — 
and we have done. We know a lodger, who, coming homo 
. one night ke7leai, and finding the stnM^oor locked, et 
foctod aa ontmnoe — being a bit of a gTmnaat — into hi> bed- 
room b7 means of the baloan7 and vrindow. Nest mom. 
ing, when tho servant was stirring about tho honso, ho 
called to her, bidding bcr take the kc7 from tbe top of 
the door (whore it was gonemll7 deposited to be oat of 
the wa7 of tbc dear ohildran) and release him. Sbe^ 
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■tartJod at «aoh an inBorutable ocomrenoe, set up an appal- 
ling bowl, raahed up stain into tbo aportmeat of her master 
and mistreat, and frightened the baby into a fit. In oon- 
■eqaenoo, our friend's Brown told bim at brcakStst-timo 
that this was a oonrso of condaot he really could nt tliink 
of putljng up with, and perhaps ho had better find aooom- 
modations elaewfaero I Inoontinently he did bo. 

The Boarder in a Frivato Fnmit j nanallj qnita it on gen- 
eral gronnda of disoontent and incompatibility of temper. 
He has, b &ot, been so moch " one of the &niily,'' that ho 
has lout olaim to his own tndividnalilj. His ODtortainers' 
premimed ^niperty in Aim can only be repndiatod by 
flight, and that aooal hegira talces plaoe oocorduigty. 




CHAPTER IV. 
ms oiuup bojUUumo-uoubx ox a larob boalb. 
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>j RIVATE Boarding -II0U8CB, 
I whiub limited num- 
bers of persons arc 
modalcJ, will 
Lii roily prc|>on(le- 
.cinaworkoftliia 
kind ; nnd to them 
prefatory re- 
marks on the impos- 
nbility of claanilicn- 
I rspecially 
applicable. like 

^.„, fl and ocenpanU, they are of all stalionN 

and oompnee every variety of aodal ehoractoriBlic Wo 
■hall prPBOnt such samples as have the greatest tUvcrsity, 
and afford scope lor displaying our snbject in ita strongest 
hglta. 

Having emancipated our imaginary Boarder from the 
"Private Family," wo at onoe turn him loose into the 
metropolitan world, nor shall we cramp our sphere of 
aotJon by following individual adventures. Yet we will 
«now his choice to guide ours in tbo selection of the first 
EaUblisbment claiming notice. Probably, disgusted with 
hia recent expeiionoe, ho will rush to the opposite a 
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and booome an inmate of the cheap Boarding-Honse on a 
large scale. 
It oompriaes two tenomente which have been stately 

^ manaiona in their daj, but, like the neighborhood, have 
gone down in the worid. Its miatreaa — who can recollect 
when there was a bridge at Canal-street, and little else 
beside fields north of it ; when New York had but one 
omnibusi which used to call at the residences of dticcns 

-^ lor ^^fiures;** with much more, sounding strange and halA 
fiibuloua to the ears of the present generation — ^will tell you 
of the old Knickerbocker families resident thcrct in the 
presidency of Jefferson, and how, on ball-niglits, rows of 
carriagea stood along the triangular patch of inclosed 
vegetation (which the aborigines of the locality insanely 

-* denominate a Park) fronting the houses. But that ^ fifty 
years ago ; respectability has followed fiishion up town, and 
the two old mansions are humiliated to the condition of a 
cheap Boarding-House. 

nieir spacious rooms have been divided and subdivided 
into so many apartments, that the place resembles a peni- 
tentiary, a hive, or barrack. Some contain an extra 
number of beds, and the minor chambers are unusually 
small, even for a Boarding-IIouso. Ours — ^we have inU- 
mated thai we intend to draw fi-eely on personal expe- 
rience in our Phjrsiology — ^was eight feet by six. It was 
Just possible to open the door to sufficient width to obtain 
ingress, the bed partially blockading it, and upon this we 
could recline, poke the fire in the stove, and touch three 
sides of the room with perfect fiunlity. Many a winter's 
night hav^ we lain and watched the dull red glow, of a 
bandfiill of anthracite glaring at us like the angry eye of a 
dwarf 0yolops, and once, while poking vigorously for the 
porpoae of blmding him, we upset the stove, the pipe of 
whlbh dssosndad upon ns with some violence. 



P 



'*7. 



y 






i .1 
Ir , 



'« jj 

H 

1 



I .'J 

'A 



A conjunction of the two staircaces having been effected 

by breaking down the portition-n-all at the second story, 

you were, at first, in doubt as to which house your room 

appertained, only arriving at the knowledge by dmt of 

repeatedly knocking- your head against a low doorway in 

a dark passage, and simultaneously tambling down two 

steps, which, in time, impressed the locality of the bound- 

<nry on your memory. Cumbrous old oaken staircases they 

were, too, of a fiishion and solidity shaming those of the 

present day. Many a powdered beauty has, 'H-ithout 

qncHtion, in ante-revolutionary days, tripiKMl down them, 

and ninny a red-coated, cocked-hatted ofticcr of King 

George as escort. If such a couple could, by the pale 

•moonlight peering in at the skylight above, and stealing 

solemnly down on the shabby, cracked, dirty plastered 

wnllf-revisit the scene now 1 

The mistress of the establishment is a bulky English- 
woman of (certainly) five-and-fifty, in possesion of a third 
husband, and the most perfectly developed snuffle we liave 
ever encountered. A tradition has been handed down 
from fi)rmer lodgers, that the union originated in the male 
party's running deeply in arrears for board, and honorably 
compoundmg the same by matrimony. lie is a grave, 
quiet, and useful man, his wife's junior by ten or fifteen 
years. He does the marketing, carving, white-washuig, 
an4 general repiuring, and has a box of carpenter's tools 
in tiie front basement, the contents of which are in frequent 
use. Superficial observers fimcy him the weaker vessel, 
but the Irish servant girla— who rather like him, but enter- 
tun the reverse feeling toward their mistress-Hwy Mrs. 
— »- ^ has got to mind," when her husband tells her. 
And. there's an air of quiet determination about him 

which is corroborative. Mrs. 'a mother (a venerable 

but virulent old lady of thiee-soore who keeps her cham- 

2* 
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ber, ud iiuk« tha giria ety when they bring her meali) 
b known to huTB predicted that her d«n{^ter ** will tco 
lM« o«M out and have another," but we own to doubta aa 
to the coireotneea of her JadgmenL 

When the honsea powoia thcnr flill complement of 
boaideii ohieh thej generaUj do, the Batablidunent 
being abont aa well-managed and dieted a* can bo ex- 
peoted, at the prioo— over fiitj porwna find a sobetitnto 
tat a borne vilhfai thdr walla, the American element 
■onrodf |wedomiiiadng over the Engliah, Scotch, and , 
Iri^ The oldeat inhabitant i> an tdderlj FhilAdeI]>hinn. 
He hai boarded there for anj number of J'eara, not with- 
ont temporar7 deeerdona, mnch private growling against 
tha anthoiMee, and innmnorable reaolvea of a Gnal change 
of rendenoo — alwaya to be carried out next week. Ho 
flOBsdera New York an aggronive and prceamptnoiia mo- 
tn^tdii^ overj way inferior to his native dtj \ tella yon 
how, aftor tho great fire of 1836, the former waa onij too 
happj to borrow monejr of the latter ; dUparogee tho Cro- 
ton bj oontraating it with tho Schnjikill ; lamonta tho itn- 
bealth/ nlmo^ere of the Emfdre State, and dcfcn pnr- 
tiudag dotbea (however atron^y in need of them) nntU 
be hai oecadon to visit Philadel|^iia. Otherwiae bo ii a 
rational man, thongh poaaesnog strong pr^adieea, tho 
bittereat of whidi are Erected against the memorr of 
Sidney Soiith. On Snndajr morning, if brcok&at ia d<y 
kjed, bo b ^)t to be wralAy, and aomotimea, after twentjr 
B^iBtaa pacing np and down the hall, has been known to 
dart off to an indignant meal at Bweenej^ Hebaabeoomo 
Uedtlfied with the Boarding-Honse, will probably temu> 
■MtaUadaTa there, and be bnried in the baok yard. Five 
or ^ jttn ago ha loat a eouidenUe anm of mone;, hie 
booi being hroka open bj' aoma aoonndrel then recent 
kathttatabUbBunt. On thia oooarioo he qoitted it-for 
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a whole month. But, liluj tiio dovo to tho ark, he came 
back Bgaii), and, to tuo the strong cxprcsiiion of a cockney 
boarder at Uiot time, wc dont think that tbc combined 
forces of acveral strong mtm, a ateam-engino^ and a bull- 
dog, could keep him away. 

In feata of in-doon pedcstrionism (to which ho is prone 
on the cveiunga of the working-day week, aa on Sunday 
mornings), ho ia often nccompooicd bj a long, gaunt, 
whitish dog, wlioso hair comes olTwhcn you pnt him, and 
who is so old that he dates hack to tho timo of tlio land- 
lady's first maniago. He, too, appcon port of tho Estab- 
lishment, and inaoparable from it. Ho is always hungry, 
has no objection to mnstard, and toon't be lott. For his 
mistress haa several times conuniaaioncd amnll boys to 
nbondon him in remote looolitiee, bat Solon (like his PhU- 
adelphiafriGnd)inTaruib)yrctaniatohia old homo. Once, 
in mid«immer, tho individual thus charged made him 
over to tlio city niitlioritios for the sum of fifty cents. 
Bnt on reaching tlio y>\aco of detention for all lawless and 
tmraDialcd dogs, Solon wos recognized, and a mcssftgo 
dii^utclicd to hta o»-ncrs, to the cficct that tho scndom 
" know'd tho dog was set storo by, and didn't they want 
him agin ?" A walk up-town, and tho oxpcn^tnra of n 
dollar on the part of Mr. — —, redeemed him. Tho old 
dog ia rather a iavorite of the boarders, and win follow 
■nch aa have been domicilod thore for any time on Sonday 
afternoon rambles ; at other timea doang out his exist- 
enoe in tho sitting-room, lying in summer winking in the 
annlight, and in winter, beside tho itovo. lUs, and tho 
hall, seems to bo his peculiar domun. Ho acldom ventures 
into the dining-room, and if ao, jhere ia an exprcadoo of 
conscious guilt about his pfaynognomy and toil, which do- 
notes a lively apprchenrion of pamfnt oonsoquencea, 

Thia tabooed apartment In a long room at tho back of 
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tlM booHi, with htn »liit«-wuhed vaUt, ud s row of 
. vriadowi on one ado, Uka ft b(M{ntal from irhich the bedi 
hftTO been ramored. In lira of diem, thera are two longi- 
todbul uUm, nRODDded hf oxoemvelf high atoda ; and 
inwinMr,attliofitrtlMraid (when Uielandlad/rita),iaa 
atove. Hither the boarden are ntmmoned at the hoon of 
7, S aod 8, bj a large bell, the jan^tng ^aaonanoe of whioh 
mi^ oooToit one to the Tnrkiah opinion that those arti- 
dea an an inrention of the deriL ^07 troop in like a 
file of Boldien, each to Ua itool, partake of their fbod in 
aOenoo (mntelf atokbtg themadrea, aa it were) and troop 
«Bt again. "Dieie ia little^ if an^, oonretaation. Tlie 
niitrew of the SiataUiabment preaidea, aaaiated b^ her 
hoaband and aemnta, and " geta throDgh" matters lerf 
expeditioaalj. Aa alreadj intimated, the meala aro of in- 
diflfarentlj-good qnalitj. We have known the boof <tf 
tongbor oonaistenc; and more wfoy conatmctjon than waa 
dewiable, and the potatoea to exhibit aa moaj oy ca aa 
Argna; bnt on the whole, 
, the diet wu endurable. Oar 
^•i ebiet objeotion applioa 1 



most muTetaalljr to the eut- 

Tlie meala were nnilbnnlf 

«atateSL Johndidnt 

Hie BOnpa, too. 



alM of Boarding'Hotisea. 
•erred np " ndtber oold, nor hot" — 
npprore of in I«odioean ChriatiBna. 
mi^it hare boon improved bj a lose liberal aOowanoa of 
m iimi and nngronnd peppor, of whioh latter there alwa^ 
Temained a deep aediment— u of amnll diot— in each plate. 
Bid the boarden were not more diaoontentod than ia 
geaanl^, nataraDy, and ineritably the eaaa in moatBataly 



llMn were eon^matiTel; Aw ladjr-boardan at — — ^ 
Wo rtoisinbar one who waa Btron^j aoapeoted of atealti^ 
[, eta, ftom the rooma of other lodgen. She gen- 




enll7 came down to moala after the usual timo, and was 
aui>poaod to oairf off the purloined property oonconletl 
within hor suporfluity of ermoUiu. Finally, being one 
day tracked, as aha walked 
nlnvad, by our quiet landlord, 
bo, upon ber taking the arm of 
a aus[Mciona4ooking male com- 
panion, stepped forward and 
suggoitcd that pcrbnpa she'd ; 
bettor not trouble hersdf to ^ 
come back any more. WbJdi ^j4_^ 
hint she acted upon. During ''u^^^^-^/^' ^/^f^' 
tlio oxdtanent produced by the -*^^t*e-^ 
thofts, it was proposed to apply to a clurvoyant for tho 
disooTcry of the dclinqacnt, and a snbscriiition got np 
among the boardora for that pnrpoao. The rcault was 
hardly soUsfiiotOTy, for thongh tho gifted accr dcHcribcl 
most minutdy not only tho pawn-broker's shop, but tlio 
Tory aliolf whereon tho stolen property was depointcd, yet 
nnfortiuately, the particulars applied equally well to some 
balChundrcd aheWca and ostabliahmcnta, and the taw 
" undoa" applied to rcfuang to allow tlieir etorca to bo 
ovcrhaaled — b one case threatening to "pound" the apj^u 
cant — tho guilty ponon waa not thereby detcctod, 

llie Rtting-room of our Boordiog-Houso ia a large, dull 
back-parlor, partially lighted by two long windowa, which 
command a dieorfol prospoot of the exterior of thedinmg- 
room, a number of decayed barrels, and a sloppy, dirty 
. pasBage4ike yard, at the extremity of which is a deformed 
tree. Here (in the ntting-room), on winter orenlnga, tho 
boarden congregate, to anotbomatiie the store when ill- 
tended, to ajMt upon it when red hot. The fiimitnre com- 
priaea aome chain, many stools, a print of a stnge coach 
wliioh is yellow with age, and a spectral old solK To A 
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down upon tho laltcr artiolo 

'^^^[fwfS*^ tion[ for though tho horw- ■ 
*-~^ "^ ^- hsir covering rataint ita 
fbllj plnmped appearanoe, 
the ■pringi and stuffing 
have been removed, and 
IT do jon deposit jonraelf thoreon, than an un- 
looked-for deaoent of at least six inches is the restdt. It 
is e^iodallj startling to &t old gootlcmcn. 

Smoking being tbrbidden here (in doforenoe to an >n- 
flient carpet, the pattora of which has long ago &dcd into 
innsUHlitf), a small i^Mrtmoit like the interior of a deal- 
box, and finrmod by annexing a bit of tho dinmg-roora, is 
devoted to the lovers of tho " flagrant weed." Wo ro- 
Bomber dooorating ita aides with &aty skotcbos and 
portraits of the moro protmncnt boarders, which pro- 
eooding doveloped another chaTaoteristio on the part of 
the landlord. He oatno out with savagelf iromca2, bnt 
ungiammatioally-writtcn notioes, the venom of which ap- 
peared to consist in the frequent repetition of tho words 
"sono people," and wa&rod them np on the inner sido 
«>f the street door. 

On certohi da;* the strip of yard is transforracd into* 
graro of wet linen, fitr washing is done at thisEntablisli- 
-ttent Ibo Irish girls who perform this (and every other) 
^woies of labor, have their soporato back-kitchen, which 
is daik^ anbtemnean and oock-roachj, and where onr 
laodladjr^ sanffle is often raised in anger. Sometimes hor 
Iinaband acta as mediator, as also when boarders get a 

•ittl^in arrear. Urs. , bj-tho^by, has an awfiil way 

, rf coming "down upon" de&nlters. As the lackleaa 
debtor took Us seat at the break&st Ubie, he wonld, in 
tfca iridM ef » dead dsDoe, rceehre an ombioosly naad in- 
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timntion that the leatUed to tpeak teiih him btforc he wen* 
out. Wo bavQ seen her glide, like an avonguig Fury, titln 
a victim. Tbere was always a battle-royal in the hall sub- 
aeqnontly. Wo shall not readily forgot her fury at being 
denominated a " BilEingsgnte" on one of these occasionsi 

It wsrq mireasonable, however, to Uanie Iior for having 
a sharp eye to the main cliance. Boarding-IIonso keepers, 
in general, folly earn their guns, and many lodgers rcqnire 
looking after. Ucandme onr present Establisliment is a 
thriving. one, and it is whispered that our landlady and 
her husband have had conforonoea on the question ot ro- 
tiring totlio ooontry. 

In which oaao what it to booome tf onr Fbiladelphtan? 
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i I b ia ft R^iih naiiBOD of frn 

Bbme, in x patriciu nngb- 

(■?re-. borbood, not fiw from the 

^ X'''-' pleuftot vfcdnitf of Woah- 

_^ , ingtor-^aaro. Its interior 

' F<^^^^~1^T^ dcconitiom an of that pe- 

order which diaplaTi more of gildbg than good taste, 
^ Bod more of platoglan than either ; iu fiiniitnra is 
Aowj bnt ftagila, and ita domcstio oonvemenoee inclnde, 
rf ooano^ "all tho modem inproveroents." 

Madame, tha [Hvinietroas— aha prefen being oddnMcd 
by that titlo (and if you can do it with otOri French ao- 
oaot Ml mnoh the better)— has been a handtome woman 
in ber day, and miwimng to rdinqDudi pretennons to the 
•b«W*er, BOW rcaorta to art to mstafa) it. She never ad- 
▼ortiaea tor boarden^ eonddering it Jtw^ and relying en- 
tirelyon her prirate eonnootion. Ton are reoelred, if an 
«I>I>Howit, mnoh after a Aahion d««oribed b our second 
HiqiUr, bring, howeVer, nahered into the aittingitMiiQ by 
> tmlond bpy, (than whom no "hand" on a alare plant*. 
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tioo cotild bo HHtro arbitrarily drilled), and hia mirtrMs 
generally q^icara in a rofa-tfc-cAomire, with a Wf»< look, 
and artifimal flowera iithcr hair. She ia particular in her 
iiiqniriei as to yonr position, prof«a»on, and rdbrcnccs. 
It always happens that there is but oiu room vacant^n 
oonsoqucnce (as iho incidentally informs you) of its recent 
occupant leaving for a tour in Europe. And in all proba- . 
Ulity her dnnghtcrs will cbance to drop in in tlio course 
of tho interview, when you are accorded the ftvor of an 
immediate introduction. Tliey are two dashing, ahowy 
girla, rather good-looktng, ond very briglitly dressed— a 
little more w than ia consistent with morning cortimie. 
Your rccq>tion is a gradoua one, but tho ladies presently 
diverge into a rido conversation, e\-olving an awful fiunili- 
arity with Kniokorbooker nomcs. It inevitably occnrs that 

thoy have just returned from one of Ura. 's "caudle " 

rooopUons" on the Fifth Avenue — which iiict, on a six 
montha> repetition, ia auggortive of a most melancholy 
state of health on the part of tho hidy, and a sod look-out 
on that of her huslmnd. On oxprcadog your intention ot 
boooming an inmate of the EstabliHlimont — nhicli Mwlatne 
listens to with an Mr indicative of hope that you will prove 
ircwthy of the privilege — you leam that it has an especial 
boot-bloek, with whom you 're expected to make a private 
arrangement ; and are mildly, but firmly, requested not to 
bring your baggage in a earf. 

If you 're a w»y yonng man, yon congratulate youraelf 
on the prospect — perhaps indulge in a few roseate Tisiooa 
in wtioh those brilliant young ladies especially figure— 
'and move in accordingly. And, certainly, you will have 
no cause for eomplaint on the score of lack of coarte^ or 
assumption of aristooratio eiclnsiTeness. Tfiat pervades 
every thing. The arrangsmonts ore as elegant aa a (Usli 
of trifle or Ume monfe— and as unsatia&ctory. 
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rnn read tbo pBpcTR,if yoa like, (luring the progrcu of the 
iDpol, anO that nnthout being tiiought ill-bred. Matlatne 
in a subscriber to tho Courier and Enquirer, the Ileralil, 
Timet, and Jlome Jovmal, tho two lout being tho bvor- 
ites of tho ladies. Tlio Jferalft is generally dcprcriatod 
bj them, but can not bo dispensed with on account of jin 
uintcr reports of upper-ten balls and annimcr corrcsponil- * 
rnce from watering-ploeefi ; their knonlcd)^ of the faitli- 
ionablo world enabling tlicm to explain the initinlx, and 
fill up tho dashes by which the namcB of ita inhabitants 
aro half-cbroniclcd. JUadame also rcatls tho C/ivrc/anan 
— as a matter of duty. Sho is strictly orthodox, and a 
regular attendant at Grace Church. 

Luncii, GonsUting of ]nc, delicate shavings of oohl 
me.1t, nnd coflee, ia served at I p.m., and dinner at 0. 
Tliin meal invariably comprises tivo courses, enmnicnclng 
with thin, whity-brotvn soup, and conchiding with duHscrl, 
of which wator-mclons form the staple in summer, and 
frosted apples in winter. Tho lailics now appear in ncri/ 
fiilklrcis, and aro fragrant with can de Cologne, frangt- 
jx/TOii, jockey-dub, or otto of rote*/ while tho moro 
magnificently got-up gentlemen njiort lace shirlrfronts ami 
wristlets, resembling the ornamental pa|>cr one sees on ' 
French plam-boics. Aa at brcaklhst, tho meal is senxoncil 
by muoh animiUed conversation, tho ladies doing their 
full share. All carving is performed at a udc-tablo by a 
darkey of bntler-liko aspect, who produces remarkably 
small, thin slices, which aro convoyed to your l^ tide by 
the colored boy. If you aro at all ahscnt-minded, or not 
siMtcially intent upon your plate, it (with tho contents) is 
very apt to be whisked away by the last-mentioned youth, 
in obodicnco to strict, but privately issued, instmctionB. 
And, coDudoriug the iaacinations of the joDDg ladies 
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there ia great rat of this. Wo have seen no lew tlimi 
IAtm inoeeseive plates rofl from a hungry boarder, wlio 
lacked moral courage to remonstrate. He wont out eub- 
aeqneutly and had a porter-house steak at a Broadivay 
rcataurant. 

-Si/rfc*, ride^dUhcs, and French cookcrj in gcnenil, 
preponderate over Joints but there ar^ plenty of artifi- 
cial flowera and ioed-water. The pastry is of tlie lightest 
eonaiHtenDy and most delicate construction, and yon are 
helped to kits shaped like an ntteniiated triangle. A onp 
or two of green, and very weak tea, served in the adjoin- 
ing parlor, after the lapse of half an hour, concludes the 
repast. 

The boarders, like the Establishment, are eminently 
genteel. At the time of our sojourn they were very 
mooh as follows: Two superannuated bank clerks, a 
■took-broker, three or fcur Cubans, an old major who had 

^ been in tbe Cana^an army, a &Bt;onng Southerner from 
South Carolina, a London architect, and a crockery and 
Cfaina merchant from Caoal-strcel. This last was on ob- 
Kgnig indiTidiud, very much alive to the inferiority of his 
■oflial pomtion and the privilege of being admitted to audi 
•ristooratio aodety. He received the rallyinga of the 

jrwmg ladiaa ud their playfd alluaona to <'tbe shop" 



iviih much humility and good-humor, and wo sunjicrt him 
of secretly admiring one of them. Maihime made liim 
iiBcful in many ways. When it bcoamu desirable to fiuib 
uiiy boarder, he (tbc crockery racrcliaiit) was put into llio 
IMMition of tliQ offender, after tlie fogging boy syBlini 
onco pursued in the education of young iirinccN by winch 
-lliey took their flagellations by deputy. An witness the 
following inrtaneo. The Cubans wotdd snioke in their 
chambers, disregarding the injunction that confined that 
indulgence to a balcony in the rear of the dining.room. 

So Mr. , to whom the slightest whiff of IoIkkco was 

productive of great intestinal discommotion, vaa severely 
cautioned "not to do that agnin," and informed that if ho 
muH have liia horrid cigar«,ho'd better smoke 'em at the 
Mlort, tloien loien. 

Each of tho young ladies has her part, and admirably 
docs she play up to it. Tlie elder, who is onfrand-lwonty, 
affects the sentimental and litcmry, occasionally flavoring 
it by a dash of piety. She admires Longfellow, Holmes, 
andTuppcr,andIooka 
upon Willis asafcU en 
angel. Tho younger 
[\vlio is about eight- 
een) aspires to tlio 
character of a /ust 
young lady, is partie- 
nlarly fond of danc- 
ing, ihinlcs sleighing 
" first-rate fun," and 
adores Mr. Wnllaok 

Lester (whieh amiable weakness, by-the-by, is not uncom- 
mon with up-town young ladies). Slio aimn, loo, at siiinrt- 
ncsMin conversation, and brilliancy of rciarlec, princi|>ally 
at (he eipcnso of weak-minded or unguarded perion^ for 




whom iha leU little pit^b— m thm. Yon hear ber *«• 
- Krt itrong dutaat« for aome book, ttuio, fiuhion, eto.— 
boiDg the very rovorae of Ibrmsr profwdona. Yoa iitno- 
cattij oipreaa anipriac, oommenoing with the &tal worda, 
" I IboBght — " Wlien Miaa — immediatelj breaka hi 
upon the aentoDOO, exclaiining, with great viTaoitj, "O, 
Ur. — , it dont do alwajt to tnut 000*1 thoaghtal 
J thooght, Bt fint, 70a were Teij dercr and ainuang — 
and yowVf Mof/" Upon which yoa are aoppoaed to be 
oradted fbr the reat of the ereniog. Thia ladj'a &adiui- 
tiona an lffoa{^ to bear on the younger of tho bachelor 
boarden^ and two of the Cubans are deapenrtely in kire 
with her, Her nater dovotea benolf to tlie aeniora, and 
we inolfau to the auppodtioa that ahe will, in the long 
mn— aftor she bos anffldentljr hamiliatod him— niarrjr tho 
aroi&eij nwrobant. 

BoUi the joong ladiea and their mother eomo ont in 
grat fbrao in the eraiingH, Bbo does not pretend to 
mnrfe, bat the; both play and ^g^ after dne aolidtation. 
Coovenntion tuna moatly on the oewtet novd, bahion, or 
marriage, and ibm opxra. lliera ia alao another topio— 
next door. Madamt haa a standing fend with one of her 
neigfaboi^ who attempta to dopredote her aa the keeper 
ofaBoaidiD^IIonae. Sho will "reokonnp" their origfai fbr 
yon with droadAil exaotneaa, and designates them at low, 
* ata^4p peqilfl^ With respect to her position in life, alio 
fesUa^jr Unla that nndeaerred raisfbrtonea have reduced 
ber to kt and aajrr that bnt for Ihodeor gait aho ahouldnt 
ban thon^ of anrviving the death of her bnaband. 

Hw reader will hare nodood that in our ennmermtion 
of tba mloaa boarders no ladloa qipesr. Madam* alwaja 
MTolds adadttbg snob, nnloaa oML This, we thhik, will bo 
CMid to bo iMftrfoNy the case in aU EatabiiaiunenU when 
tbsn src aaairiod dan^tora, and fcr doubls reasooa. 
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III the flrat place, it is dearaUe to avoid risk of counter 
attractions, in tho second place, ladies are opt to oUcrvo 
each other too much and too closely. The many littlo 
dodges which to tho thick right of man are invisible, Uo 
quite open to tho quiok eye of woman. 

Yot wo do recollect a tady-boarder, too. But sho was 
old, rich, and had a son, whom the younger daughter did 
espodally fiivor. Ho, a raild yontb, addicted to plnyuig 
on the flute, used to coHoct tho rents of various tciiemcut 
houses, owned by hi* mother (and sometimes camo homo 
with blaok-oyM m consequence). This lady and her son, 
may, with one of tho elderly stock-brokers, have ciniincd 
this Utlo of Pet-Boanlore. (Wo shall have much to say of 
the Bpocies horoi^aor.) lie was a flissy old boy of w*iy, 
accustomed to dilndng the editorials of the Courier atut 
£iiquirtr and delivering them in an onculnr manner as his 
opinions over the dinner-table, llis linen was veiy pnr- 
ticnlariy cared fbr, and the young ladies marked his sliirta 
and pocket handkerchiefs with their own btr hands. 

Daring the summer season, tho blinds in the front of 
the house are kept scmpulously closed, and every thing 
done to give it an " ont of town" look. If the Indies stir 
abroad it is at early morning, or lato at night, and tlitn 
ao limp in fignre, and disguiaed in wpect that yon would 
scarcely reoognizo them. But, fbr the most part, they con- 
fine themselves to back rooms, Madame oven discarding 
thcbosomont, vtuohishcrplnceofburincss, where trades- 
people WMt npOD her, have their bills severely scrutiniicd, 
and occanonally are brought up sharp about overcharges. 

The boarders? paymenta are monthly. Yon find a small 
billet m adelioate envelope, directed m an angular Italian 
hand, stuck in the looking-glass, and containing yonr bill 
— always on the morning before it iadiio. Ami, if a week 
olapae without paymcait, yoa discover a remarkable chance 
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in the demetnor of the jomg ladies toward f on. liter 
wiO beoome qnito cool, abeolntd^r Arotie. Madaou ia 
not aoonstomed to admitting amai& She tells the crook- 
mrj merobaat that she nerer haa boardon who dont )wr 
jMinotnally. If jon would doTolop her diiploamre HJU 
ftirther, onljr epill a onp of ooffee on the dnn table- 
doth. 

A ban oelebiatee oadi annivenarr of (he opening of faer 
EitaUkhment, when thero ia a great di^da/ of danda'g, 
J le t nonade^ oandiea, bon-bona, ginger wine, and ' artifloal 
flowem Host of the ladioi invited are ngly, and " dear 
fltetda" of ber danghtera, Tbejr are reoonunended to 7011 
with «ftannlrg oordialitj, aa moat excellent, int«lleetual 
girib (And, by the way, we norer knew an ngly woman, 
iriM wam'l exoellent, or intelleotnaL) On thcee OMMimia 
the arUtor of bahioa, the Janitor of npper tendom, the 
aextoaofOraeeChnrah — hiaword,tbegreat Baowvbia 
the aaoendant He is a frieod of ifadam^a. 
And thu, in her glory, we leara her. 
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AAEJlEwc8iniply|Ttiidcd by 
. . /* our ovtn iiiclinatioiiK, 
it is mora than prob- 
nblo that wo iliouliL 
blink the raponaibiU 
Hy of writing tills 
clia|itcr. Vfe dont 
sflort to dnpiMi tbnt 
mpcctaUo proverb 
which osKrts that no* 
body con tonch pitch nithout bcin;; defiled. But io our 
capacity of pen-and-ink photof^raphist, wo can not nftbnl 
to ignore the existence of the Dirty Board ing-IIoiisc 
Onr book would bo Incomiilcto without it. Having no 
choice, then, bnt to proceed, wc do so — premising that 
the reader shall not be detained longer than is neces- 
sary within the uncleanly Establiohmcnt we select as an 
extreme type of a olosa of dwellings wliioh are only too 
nnmerona. 

It is « dingy, narrow-fronted, three-story edifice, in a 
meanatreet on the east side of the town, within two doors 
of one of our busiest thorough iarcs. Its mistrcea, a lady 
of Irish extraction, boa retained, in f\ill perfection, that 
Snlf ntijmtbj to soap and wator ohanotoristic of her 
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nitionalitjr. Bor husband 13 n policeman. And nx or 
•evL-ii ubiquitous cliildrcn iinpurt llio rororee of gloducis 
to their mutual household. 

Mra. '» hydrophobia ij equallj manifcBt in her pcr- 

son,.fhildren,uidGstabIiHhnient — tlio former being large, 
loose, oleaginous and block-woretcd-Btockingeil ; the 
second, unkempt, inodorous, and ragged ; and the three 
eTnph:itically dirty. Ilcr batr is red, and coije d la 
hortetaU. Her dress favors lie spectator with glimpses 
of her stays. She has a generally tm-ticd, stringy, down- 
atJiool-and-go-to-bed-irith-her-clothcs-oti aspect. No good 
nifta oonld look at her without a wish to put her under a 
pump. Which would be also his impulse with respect to 
tho children, 

Thar ngM range from three months to eight years, the 
minors being vociferous twins, Tlieir aflcutions are con- 
fined to dirt-picB, candies, dead cats, snd tlie gutters of 
the vicinity. It is diihcult to avoid treading on them as 
you mount the staircase, which is generally — if we may 
bo allowed tho expression — in a squirmy condition. 

Tho promisoB are of peculiar coiistniction, A little 
dry^goods ostablislimeiit, having no oonnectioii with them, 
occupies the lower story; ascent to the upper niunM being 
gained by the narrow and eicossively dirty staircase just 
alluded to. These extend over a boot-store in the odjo- 
cent tioroDgh&ro, aa we discovered on the finit night of 
, our njonni In the Dirty Boarding-IIousc. We wero 
thenioduoted Into asmal) room, very like the interior of a 
eollapMd diting-beO. It had no pardcular shape, and but 
one window, which was hermetically fiutoncd, and looked 
into a sort of shall, covered at top by a cucumber-frame 
skylight for the purpose of illuminating thn premises b6- 
low. Opposite nil, in an apartment of similar construction, 
in remarked that two of the window-pnnea had been rik 




moTed — possibly for ventilation — 
UmsoIlowingouccl'tUu oci'iipiinls 
an opportunity of sticking hi« fcct 
through, and going to sleep in tliM 
position. Wu tliought of pli^lar* 
iung tho idea — it was in July — 
but were doubtful as to the result, 
iiiph, gootl-humorcd laboring- 
'8 played the banjo, and semclimes foughl 
in bed. They also sent the limdlady's eldest son oiil 
for beer, and generously invited ua to partake ; bringing 
it into our chamber at midnight, in a owcr. And once 
they mode our room-mate drunk on New Eugt:ind nnu < 
with tobacco in it. lie was a remarkably ugly Imy, iho 
exj>rcBsion of whose countenance could only be comi>arud 
to that of a bilious coiIhRh attemjitiug to swallow a can- 
non ball lie used to make himself ill in attem)Aing to 
smoke strong cigars, and, at first, manifci<ted an inclinnlinn 
to become unpleasantly confidential on tho subject of hia 
"busts." He received our advice — to confine hw in- 
dulgcnccs to pea^nuts and tho Bowery pit — with indi^ 

Heat and uisect phlcbotomiats — after four nights' occn- 
pancy of this apartment — effected our removal to another, 
Thia was a little room over the paswige, which bad l>ccn 
white- washed no later than three years ago j and wlicro 
we had tlie unsbarcd privilege of feeding myriads of 
creeping eamivori. We ncviir saw "Itcd Hovers" in 
such profusion or of equal ferocity. They would hovo 
reduced a Daniel Lauibert to an auatomicil [ireparatton in 
the course of one summer. We soon learnt why tho old 
English poets made the devil lord of insects. " Ne'er a 
king's son in Cliristcndom could be better bitten," Wo 
were sjiottod oU over like a leopard, and hod to go to alcqi 
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with A lamp and matches by onr bed-aide ; waking npi 
rcgnlarlyf to half hourly ba Uu€ $ or^ ratbeTf to ezploBive 
and inodoroiiB cremationa. Of the size of theae yampirea 
our readers may form some idea by the &ct that there was 
an awfiil legend onrrent among the boardera, that the 
erystal of a watch had been broken by an elderiy bed-bug 
tomblingnpon itl 

If the specnlatire question propounded by Lowell** 
Parwon 1F8^<r— whether Noah was jostified in preserr- 
mg this portion of the animal tribe— had been sabmitted 
to the inmatea of the Dirty Boarding-Hoose, we are con- 
fident that a most emphatic negative wonld have been 
rendered 1 The opinion of the learned Italian Jesuit 
Giulio Cordara (so complimentary to Providence)— that 
insects did nH exist in I^anidise, but were created subse* 
quent to the fiUl, for the especial annoyance of mankind — 
might have been received with favor. 

Bed-making was performed at any hour fiom 8 to 7 
p. M^ by a relative of the landlady's, who also officiated 
as cook and general attendant. One room, extending 
from front to rear, over the dry-goods store, served as 
parlor, kitdien, and dining-room. A big, white screen 
concealed the culinary department from general observa- 
tkm, behind which—judging from anricular-olfiictory tes- 
timony — ^was a mixed-np arrangement of pots and pans, 
babies, crockery, cradles, cooking-stoves, and blankets. 
We. believe the landlady, her husband, children and ser- 
vant slept there. In the public half the boarders used to 
divert themselves by killing cock-roachea of evenings. 

The diet provided at the Dirty Boardmg-House was 
plentiihl, thoa|^ porky— -swine's flesh forming its staple. 
Poty fas p orchaaed in their decadence firom perambuU* 
toty flsh-vipdors ^» somatimes varied this anti-Hebraical 
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peculiarity. The coffee tasted like diluted molasses, fla- 
vored with roast peas, diicory, Flandcrs-brick, and dirt. 
The hashes were tallowy. The buckwheat cakes partook 
equally of the characteristioa of flannel and gutta-perchar— 
and BomeUmes had insecU (known as Crotoa-wator bugs) 
in them. But pork was the universal dish. Every body was 
over^porked. Boarders had rashes brought out upon them 
in consequence, and we remember one consulting a doctor 
under the imi>res8ion that he had contracted varioloid. 

There might have been a dozen boarders. The aristo- 
orats of the place were a dispensary doctor (who generally 
fuddled hiniself on Monday morning, and continued in 
that condition until Saturday night); a dry-goods cjcrk 
from the store below ; and a young man engaged ui the 
wholesale flsh-exporting business, down-to^-n. Tlie latter 
used to perfume the room with a botiquet de taU-mackereL 
Another boarder aspired to the position of Pet, and was 
hated by the rest because he brought home butter of an 
athletic description, as an equivalent for his entertain- 
ment ; also— it was said— cheating the landlady by alter- 
ing the weight-mark on the top of the firkin. In justice, 
however, be it remarked, that he could eat of it at Uble. 
He even professed to like it. 

The •* peck of dirt" assigned by an unpleasant proverb to 
every member of the human fiimily, as part of his moviublo 
aliment, might have been disposcil of m a very short time 
at the Dirty Boarding-Housc. The landUidy didn't waste 
time in washing plates, dishes, and other gastronomic uten- 
sils, and a sediment of a week's antiquity often collected 
in the bottoms of the pitchers. The knives and forks 

were picturesque and various in siao 
and pattern, the backs of the former 
having been worn into a keen edge, and 
most of tlio latter ownmg broken, dia- 
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torted prongs, and rorolring handles. Some had been r» 
poirod with potty, whidi came off in use. (Tbi* applies also 
to the plates.) The oraets stood awij, and were deMitnte 
ofstoppoti (which might aooonnt for the presence or hairs 
and ornmba m the hetohap). It was adnaable to aonpe 
tho ■oriaoe of the salt before ehipptttg a hit out tat nae. 
Tlie tabl»«loth resembled a m^ of the United States, in 
oonseqaoDoe of tho mtaj particolored stains ornamenting 
it Wo beliere it was revetwd— once a fbrtoighL 

Tlifl Uke stoical indifference, amonnttng almost to sab- 
Hmitj, to what ordinary mortals afibct to consider the de- 
oenoies of daily lifo, exhibited itself in otlier partioolant. 
In bed-malring, one sheet only was changed at a time, and 
many of the blanfceU had large gaps in what ought to 
hare been their centers — admirably ad^mg them to 
sammer ose. Wb moUne to the belief that the towels 
(ori^nally eonstmoted from ancient coflee-bags) wera 
washed but mce a year, thongfa tho Ingenioos expedient 
of shifting them from room to room sligbtly disgnisol 
this fltot, or invested h with the durm of norelty. So 
seldom was broom or bnuh nsed in onr i^Mrtmenl, that 
on onr sbeddmg a lUrt-biitton, it lay' andistnrbed beside 
the wishing-«t«i)d nntil rendered iatisible by tlie foie coat- 
ing of dust' which snooesBvo weeks deposited npon it. 
And this, too, h) BfHte of the aerTant<s passion for keeping 
window! dosed. She and her miatras bad as great an 
tvwrfon to fredi air as to water. Thera was always an 
■tmospbera of the night before last in the dming-toom. 

Hm landlord— a man with a foos Uke a dyq>eptie boil- 
dog— we saw very Uttle o£ Ha naed to ooma faonw at 
all hours of the day and ntgfat, aAd generally went imme- 
diatdy to bed (be^d the aneen), though sometimes he 
might be obearred Ungering about tho entry, or a low 
—groggec y at the oorasr of the blook. On tbese oeoa- 
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Nmta he wu often accompanied by an indiviiliinl ]K>?wnn- 
iiij; the most unmistakably rtwcaUy fitoe wo liail over 
looked upon. Let our readers jnctnro to thvinsclvcs a 
hybrid between an oarang4>Dtang and a hyena, and it will 
give them some idea of his oonntcnonce. Subeoiiiciitly 
we learned tltat the futlow was a Tombs lawyer, whidi, in 
a manner, justified liis phyuognomy. 

Doordcrs were expected to pay up promptly in tho 
Dirty Eiitablishment. Wo rcmcmbor a row occnrriiig nt 
brcak&st, on the occanon of a de&ulter taking liis sent 
bofbre settling for the past week. After much vcrlxil 
profonity on both ndes, tho policeman attempted to^ejcct 
. bis lodger, adzing him by the htur of his head for that 
pnrpose. They tumbled down stairs together, and into a 
' fight at the bottom. Oar landlord had tho worst of it, 
nor was he rescacd from his antagonist onUl Iiis wife ami 
the servant oomo to iiis osustanco. ^o noeo of the latter 
young lady sustained some injury in the conflict, and 
reaemblcd a damaged tomato for three days afterward. 

This damsel (who was much horrified on the above 
occanon, by the doctor^ proposiUon to ompotatfl her 
proboscis) might have been selected as tbe extreme typo 
of objectionable Siddi/neu. She never took off her 
dothea, washed or combed herself^ or wont out of doors. 
' Iler intdleot was not equal to tho comprehension of a 
nmplo request, and repetition. oonfusod her. Yon miglit 
have sown potatoes in her brogue, it wu so thick. She 
wonld have twen perfootly contented on an exduavo diet 
of the akiu) of her national vegetable, and tobacco. She 
had but a limited idea of canse and effect. We have seen 
her fin a stove with Ing lumps of antbradte, and apply a 
solitary match to the bottom for the purpose of prododng 
Ignitiim ; have known her to trim a lamp with vinegar— 
or what passed for it (dilnted vitriol) in the Dirty Board- 
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faig HooMi An trnftrtmuta partimlitj tor nnokiiig often 
brooghl h«r within dongor of ezteinpore and inroluii- 
tnry tiuUeeUm, u eho 
wai frequoutly diaooror- 
•d in ft Mate of bIov 
eombastioD, in oonao- 
^ qnenoe of the presence of 




^^ uncxtingniihed jnpca in 
her pocket Wo put liet 
ont, once, with the oon- 
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-^.^i *«nta of n slop-pai], (It 
^ ^3*: did nt nuke her dirtier.) 
\ "^ "7i Alw ehe hod aevcnl nar- 
r' J '"% '***' ***^>« from blowing 
^J\, J.-* herself np with oampbenc, 
^"^■j/ which, we doubt not, iho 
win ftull^ eflbct Wo ihaU reed of it in the papen wme 
d»y. 

to. the ceiling of the room ovoriooking the Kljoinhig 
thoroDghCiro— ft large one cont4uning fbor bcd»— there 
WM a ttapJoor, affording t^reaa on to the rooC Here, on 
■nmmor nighta, the boardon would aaaemble, m their ihirt- 
aleove^ to indulge in beet and abort pipea— ooowonally 
Twying thoM oontemplative enjojrmenta by pelting .the 
oate, with which the neighboring roofc abounded. Onee 
they borrowed a fowling piece, whioli, being loaded with 
mall ahot, brought many feline flirtations to a tragic eon- 
(inrioo. llieTiotinia,ifobtainable,wcreg«ierallydroi:pod 
down their ownen* ohfanneya. This anbaeqnently led to a 
diMontinnanee of the praotioe. Another amnaement, in- 
troduoed by the doctor, met with great &»or. It oon- 
■iMed b Btandmg M a window on Sunday aftemoont, and 
dairiing the eyea oC pedestriana or oecnpnnta of oppofiru 
hooMi, witk tba n««)tioD produced by agitating a lookp 
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ing-glaaa. A gaont carpenter and hii wife (Spiritnaliati) 
ftotually invited a roomfid of frieniLt to witueaa thia in- 
■cnitahle phonomeiia, when,, unhappily, the aceret waa 
diicovered in consequonoe of orer-ical on the part of the 
c^MTatora. No lew than aix mitrora, at an equal Dnmber 
of wmdowa, wore in nso on that oocanon. 

Bndi were the diveraiona, and anoh onr expecieaoe of % 
Dirty Boarding-Honiei Uay the nader nerer hare to 
nadetnotiel 
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CHAPTER Til. 

HIS SiUUiahmeDt itandi in 
oD«of thoM ihabbjrthonmg^ 
ftrea which the exteDBon of 
Cmal^treet inraindljimprov- 
^, IngoffthofiweofNewTork. 
" It li kfrnme hotme, and like 
Ty ita mutreai, of forlorn and 
' "-( {unched-up aspect, both having 
seen better days. Like her, 
too, it haa Mnuotimca mado 
attempt* to brighten np a 
little, and ahov a cheery Jaoo 
to tha world— «nd looked more dismal for the &iliire. 

Km is a maiden ladj, ao palpably past the mend- 

' ian ofUAitbat she does not attenipt todenyit. Her&oe 
la thin and witherod, and two long, hay-oolored oorla de- 
pend OMnmiflinf oo aither ride of H. Iler figure is so do- 
Toid of ijaimetiy, that, bnt fi>r her ooantenaDoe, yon 
would be in doobt aa to whioh nde oF her yoa were stand- 
ing. Bha does not drcM herself tasteiyiy. Every way 
abe la a plain, nnpiotureaqoe old maid — gust aach a one as 
yom^ ladies are prone to &vor witb valeotine* repreaent- 
tag witoUilu harridaiM on brDomstioka,or amroonded by . 




attendant bmiiiars, in iJio diapcs of cats, parrots, and 
dovils. 

She has kept a IJonrding-IIonee for opward of twenty 
yenrs, but it bos Rcarccly rotnmod the compliment. For 
twice that timo her bdustry Iioa fiulcd to lift her abore tlia 
dicad of to-morrow. That' sho works hard, her bony 
bands atleat — that she rises early, the Irish ao^van^gir^ 
often gmmblingly avows— that the dietary and domestic 
amngemcnU are needlessly expenHTO, Iho boarders wouU 
indignantly deny— yet it is certain that Hiss is al- 
ways a little in arrears with the world— of all creditors tlra 
moat nnracrdfnl, and tho surest to take interest out of iu 
debtors in a disagreeable manner. 

Her honse, doaoribed in tho Sun (to which cntertiuning 
Jonmal she is a snbeoribcr) as OMiUuning "gontocl ojiart- 
ments within five miimtos' walk of Uroodway," comprises 
hnlf-a-doaon indificrently-fnniialiDfl rooms, ciclnsve of tha 
parlor and kitclicn, Tlio former of ihcio has a threadbare, 
but miroculously-damcd carpet, a sprinkling of fccblo- 
bockcd cano chairs— whicli aro very shaky on tlicir lcg»— 
a failed sofe, on ancestral rocking-chair (with ono of those 
nggmvoting pieces of clean crocAe<-work which slick to 
your hair or tumble off whon yon sit down, Hi>rcad oarefulty 
over '\V» top) and a f^nnnt piano, which has not been tuned 
since the presidrncy of James K. Polk- Tho chombcra, 
too, ore equipped in nn cfinoliy poor manner, but though 
the aheets display so many patches as to impart a scratch- 
ing sensation to tho spines of recumbent boarders, no 
Broadway dandy's shirt^ront oonld t>e more serupoionsly 

Of oonrse, as the Establishment is a cheap one, the 
quality of the meals fhmiabed is not of the fint order. 
Uisi — (in oommon with the landladies of most poor 
RtMrding-Hooses, anil somo wdll-tfvdn once), docs her own 



■ ••P I ■ m 



marketing, trudging throQgh rain or sunstiine at e»r]y 
morning, and returning witli a heavy basket ladun with 
Bncb provinooa as tier elcnderpario affords. Occadionally, 
liowever, Bho is unable to effect this wilLout debt ; and 
complains bitterly (or would do bo, bod any one tlie coui- 
ploiunce to listen to her), that bntcbcrs take ndvantago 
of this, in lapplymg inferior meat at inoreoeod prices. 
Uer groceries are often purchased in small quantities, just 
enough for each meal, previous to which the servant may 
be seen hurrying from the comer store, with a loaf under 
each arm, and various conc-sbaped parcels of coffee, tea or 
sugar, wrapped in that conrsc straw paper peculiarly do- 
voted to fuoh purposes. Sometimes Miss is neocssi- 

tnted to waylay you in the passage, to solicit cash adrancca 
on your week's board, upon which the quality of your 
dinner will depend. It is pohtio, as well as good-natured, 
to comply, as yon will thereby secure a savory dish or so, 
as weU as the good-will of your landlady. 

Sooth to say, what with her landlord's regular yearly 
demand for higher rent aud the incronsing price of food, 
she has a hard time of it. She owes her serrant money, 
who, consequently brow-beats and defies her, and invites 
muscular Irishmen into the kitchen, with scarcely a feint 
of the usual apologetic fiction, " Shiire, it's me couun, 
mom I" She is in arrears with her milkman, who abso- 
lately lords it over her, and has, more than once, cut off 
the supply of lacteal fluid. Her coal merchant demurs 
■* about bringing a ton of Rod Ash or Peach Orchard— 
nntil pud, like a subscription to a newly-atartcd newspaper, 
"punotnally in advance." Nor are her cares and anxieties 
particularly lightened by the comments of her boonlera, 
or their general behaTior to her. 

Not that there is-^ the part of the male boarders— 
■n; etpwM manifcaUtion of want of feeling and consid> 



eration (beyond that spirit of aiit.igonism wc shall have „ 
occasion, hcrcader, to remark as fr(.'<]iieiitly existing be> 
tween tho mi^itresscs of these Ii«lnblii))imeiit8 mid their 
lodgcra). As is generally the cnsc, f/icy are more un- 
thinkingly than intentionally ujijujil. 

Half a dozen cureless men (engnged in various employ- 
ments, as printers, gililers, clerks, etc), could scarcely be 
expected to trouble themselves with considerations of deli- 
' caoy on the behalf of the lonely old maid wlio contracted 
to supply their necessities of eating, drinking, and slec|iing. 
So they gnimblcd oecasionally ot the dclicieiicies at tabic, 
cut jok-es at their landloily's personal npjicaranco and pre- 
sumed hopeless aspirations toward matrimony, quined 
her peonliaritics, and loaned or refused her money wiih 
^iial bnuquerie. But the demeanor of the lady-boarders 
deserves special mention, as illustrative of the kindness of 
heart sometimes exhibited by woman toward the weaker 
of their own eei. 

They were but two in number, wives of boarders. Tlieir 
leisure — that it to say the whole of their time — appeared 




to be divided between Broadway, the novels of Hr. 0. 
W. Reynolds, and disquisitions on the characters of inch 
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perMU u eqjojred tho Mdtf of thor aeqauDtano^. 
When thof oamo down loto to brenkSnt — iriiioh tho; ui- 
Txriablj did — with Ump flgtirea, hsir Mirewed ap in frag- 
ments of lut week's FoUea OoMtU, and dmilar graoefhl 
detA MB e -one oonldnt help enrjing tho h^^cM of 
tlidr hnibanda, irho tewed on their own ■hirt-bnttona, the 
Isdiea dedining raeh task*, and, indeed, all needlework, 
on the ftanding. pica of ncknets. One had a child, % 
ptaj, weak littl« oraatnro, affiioted with water on tho 
biabi, of which it lubaeqaeDtljr died. And many an 
OTanlng, when tho be-raupwi^ haAooped, and hc^/founctfrf 
motlwr WM dtiporting benelf *t eheap public balla, did 
poor IDm — take oare of this child. When it died if> 
■Abdioiute parent mid, " perhapa it wae a good thing for 
God to t>k« h." Probably it was. 

Bnt it WM not to be expected that my mtch rimple 
^ood offioce on the port of tlie landlady could mollifjr tho 
indignadon and oontompt entertained bj thia ladjr and 
hor oompanion towtird ono vho hod fiuled in that great 
oljcot of femalo ambition (in tlidr eyes) — catching a hns- 
band. Thoj wore porpotiiolly, poniatontly, and incxombly 
down upon her. All her ihortoominga and fnteoaa shifts 
to keep np appeannoes were dragged into light, anoored ' 
at, and tattled about. They knew the nmnber of her 
dreasca, and how often they had been turned and dyed. 
They forbado their hnibands advancing loons to her, on 
Moonnt of board, or stil) more insnltin^y recommended 
h ; aBbieqaently iofbrmtng every body of the obligation. 
Ttwj wera impboable toward little delays in the appear- 
IMM of moiJi, aMinniDg a olamoroos indignation at their' 
hBtbandi bdng " kept away from bosinesi"— if bat for 
tea minutea, Tliey evinced a pretenwtonl &cility of 
diMOTertng deteriorations of diet, and aomethnea atuv 
ceeded b Mtting tho men gnmUbg. They bdirectly 
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occnsed her of i4>]iropTiating small quanUUoa of ooal 

fioiu thdr pri>iite etoree to her own use (Tliis, by tho 

way, is a fmitfol aonroa of sqnabblGa m mo« Boanlmg 

IIouMcs. Wo Iiove known a sn^pioiow individnnl t» 

to sit up all night in a dark cellar m order to dMect 

pnrcly imaginary dcp- 

rcdatora.) They so 

badgered and womed 

the servants on the 

question of liavmgtlicir 

bronk&sta brought up 

to them in bod, that 

ySiM dedored, 

tearfully, "It was \m- 

/wMtUs toget a girl to 

stay with hor" They 

invented rancorous 

slandera abont tho Inn 1 

huly's antecedents, and 

•owod them brondcut 

among her tradcsfollcs. 

And, finally thoy of 

footcil virtiionsly improper surmises on her manifc«ting 

oraoUon at the receipt of letters directed m a masculiiii 

liniid, from Cahfbmu. ^o believo they came from nn 

only brother who hadn't behaved very well to her, and 

had been exported to the dig^gs by his Mater's money. 

She otcd to cry a good deal over them, and to mt ap Into 

in the back parior wridng long answers by the light of an 

oil lamp, wldeh nndt onpleasantly. 

• •••••• 

Very &r from as be it to airaign tho average jnstico 

aooordcd by tho world to our lonely siiinster, or to her 

daa. TU term xotd maid"— onUnarily affixed liko a 
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Uti-kettle to the tail of &□ uooffending uiimal, to torment 
it* bearer and amuse lootenMn — could iwarcel; be rcii- 
ilured leu ladiurous or more onduntble by our champion- 
piiip. Yet it might be worthy of inquiry wbcther a loo 
liogo licenae ii not accorded to wives over their siiiglo 
Miters. Whether their whims, oddities, aad ecccntricitica 
are not passed over very ligtitly, iu comparison with those 
of the solitary virgin whose temper is fretted into asperi- 
tioa by the world's indifference or contempt. And, finally, 
whether some old maids are not as good, kiodly and uu- 
salfish oreatnrcs as any in the world. 

It is too generally assumed that unmarried women aro 
so compolsorily. But whether this is the cose or no, why 
slionld one sex be ridiculed for its voluntary or involun- 
t4M7 choice, while the other is allowed to consult its selfish 
pleasaroF Ijatcn to noble Jean Paul, "It is not always 
our doty to marry, but m alwoys our duty, to abide by 
ri^t, not to purchase happiness by the loss of honor, nor 
to txaii nnweddedness by antmtbAilaeas.'' 

••••••• 

With respect to poor Miss , we can only hope that 

the brotber who did nt behave very well to her may have 
lack at the diggings, and come back to redeem his char- 
acter. 




CHAPTER VIIL 



BOARDINO-UOtiaK, 

S, though not ivithin what were 
once coBsidorcd tlio limils of 
ujtpcr-tondom — being south of 
Bleecker-Btrcet— ju8t on its an- 
cient confines. A plain houM! 
of somber color, on the shady 
side of tho way in tlic aftumoon, 
the door bcaiing its mistress* 
namo in black IcUcra upon a 
sriiuiro and brighlly.polislicd 
brass plate, Tlio steps are, even 
in winter, kept Scrupulously 
clean, and tbo arco-gato locked ; < 
(ii*^ trndosfolks being cxjMxited to 
-y ^ ring a bell especially devoted to 
-''^ them. You will not, in general, 
henr of this Establishment through the medium of advoN 
tisomentB, neither does tho landlady reply to any. " She 
is thankful," she tells you, "that her house is mostly full," 
She has boon known, occasionally, to insert a few lines in 
the Enangfliat tiewnpaper. 

On applyinp for board — which, however, mdesa yon'ro 
a mildly-developed young man, or under the coercion of 
Buvorely religious parents, you 're not at all likely to do — 
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ozpeot to be inducted into & grim front parlor, Tlioro, yan 
will Mvodf hftvo timo to olisurve a Ixfok-caao tilled wiili 
volumea of Kmions and sucb light lituratura, (which id 
alvaya kept looked, possibly from molivca of hamnniiy,) 
half Adoton Btruit-bookod and rcrjr uuaccommodating look- 
ing oboirs, a oboorful lithograph, representing a number 
of savages engaged in knocking a missionary's bnuns out 
with Ing clubs, and bndly cxccntod portraiUi, in oil, of tlio 
landlady and her husband, when the former appcnrx. 
llcing, as aforesaid, a ntildly-dovclopcd yonth, you prob- 
ably bovo not read Dickens' David Coppti^Jtt, otherwise 
you would instinotively jnmp at the idea thnt Miss Slnrd- 
Rione bad quarreled with hor ainiablo brother, emigrati'il 
to New York, got married, ond set up as tho keeper of n 

Itoarding-lIonBo. Mrs. niigbt, wo are jwrsuftded, 

have played the part at Burton's, with immcnso success, 
on the strength of her coontenance alone. 

Sbo receives you ivitb stony politeness, and at once 
procoods to inform yon of tlic rules of ber establishment ; 
choraoterinng it as a qulel. Christian one. Cords, latcli- 
koys, reading in bed, Sunday pniwre, and smoking, aro 
proldlnted. Wilh respect to tho last-mention cd luxuries, 
bowovcr, she giimly concedes, that slio can't ]irovcrtyo«r 
indulging in tbcm in your own room — if you find pleasure 
in suM thinfft — but, sbo odds, she doesn't wish a bad ea- 
anifJe set to fier young gontlcmon. As to tbo qucsUon of 
lUch-kcyi, if any vnavoidahia occasion ncocssitato your 
being out later than eleuen, " at which hour wo xnvariahly 
look tbe street door," Ur, (her husband) will nt np 

This gentleman — wo shall fancy tbe reader weak enongli 
to become % boarder-^is somewhat advanced in years, and 
hoa an ezpreauon of oonnteaaoce such as might bo sup- 
poMd would be prodnoed by an cxdosiro diet of petnia- 
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mons. Like bis wife, lie is a Prcsbytcrinn— Ilard-iSlioll ilo- ' 
.u'liuiiiatiou. Tliey entertain strong views as to rui-ii, 
objecting to all Ciiristians of otbcr dcnominationfs tn niiiMic, 
ilniiung, books (unless terious oncn) iNeairus, nnd any 
nttcmi>t at cheerfulness on Sunday. Tlio day, liy tlio by, is 
scarcely known to them by llial good, old-iiisliiuncil word, 
" the Sabbath," and "Lord's day," having iiaurpeil itsi^ncc. 
But rigidly righteotiB as this moy went, tbcir fuilb is en- 
tirely eclipsed by tho virulent theology of Sirs. "s 

mother, a formidable old lady, who wears a caji siniilnr to 
Ihat in which Ilantioh More is generally depicted. JFer 
Christianity Ls of tbo most Biilphureously blnclight onler. '■ 
She lias tho liveliest belief in what a friend of ours onco 

felicitously termed " the inherent d nation of every 

body." Indeed, Pandemonium is so unpleasantly promi- 
nent in the excellent matron's creed, o» to excite a sns- 
picion that it is to her religion (and that of those rewni- 
bliiig her) vbat pickles are to luncli— a great wst and 

The boarders — especially such as differ in fiiith from the 
Eimily — frcijiiently come in for tho benefit of the ojiinioni 
of this venerable female. In common wiih her dangliliT 
nnd son-in-law, sho bos an especially pious aversion to 
Roman Catholicism — which she tenns " Idolatry"— nnd 
to Hpiscopalianisni. Wo remember hor informing a laily 
of tho latter persuasion, who had ventured on a milil i n- 
coniura on tho Church of England service for tbo Huriiil 
of the Dead, that it was only " a wliitenbig of sepulchres ;" 
luid that if sho looked for salvation in tliat quarter, sbo'il 
lie very nnjileasantly undeceived, some day. In which 
healthy sentiment she was nl>etted by another boarder, 
also malign an tly-orthodoi, according to the Calvinislio 
standard. This lady had liad three husbands two of 
-whom committed suicado, whilo the third ran away from 






her. She considered tho world wicked enongli to denerve 
% mnch woreo puuiaiimcnt thiui burning up (conld it bo 
ooaTeaiently contriveil) bat bad, individually, a grent 
terror of qtutting it. For let but n bint be dropped of 
tho prea&oo of aaj alight 0{Hdemia in tbe city, the in- 
itAotly left town. 

Three times cooh Sunday did she, tbe landlady, and 

landlady's mother, go to chorch ; Mr. Homctiinc* 

accompanying them. Ilia preparatory " grace" before 
dinner waa longer on tliiit day than others. If any thing 
detained him the boarders wore expected to wait, unless 
one took the office upon himscIC During tbe time of our 
■ojoum one gentleman was particularly sTiulnblo for this, 
being & clergyman and ei-misaionary, and the landlady's 
especial pride, glory, and bulworlc of Presbyterian respce- 
tability. 

Ue waa a kindly-naturcd r 
creed, as is not uncommonly the ci 
much is expected of them. If 
an inhuman amount of perfect 
■traoton, it is no wonder if some become stroigbt-lac 
And this, we think, accounts for tbe very general and un- 
just aocuaation of hypocrisy made against clergymen. For 
one can't go throngb life, muntaining an unpleasantly per- 
fect altitude above fallible mortals, without risking that, 
or the sin of over-rightconsncss — of all sins tho most 
abominable. Our clergyman was comparatirely free from 
both, though K latent stratum of intolerance, underlying 
his piety, became emptiva on occasion. A quick-tempered, 
narrow-minded, oonsdentioos, opinionated, and charitable 
inan,he only lacked large-heortodncM to be comesftood one. 

He was a widower^ without lamilj, though fulfilling the 
double pMl of nnele nnd preceptor to a boy of twelve — 
one of the most extntordinarjr of juveniles. 



), rather cramped by his 
[ue with his class. Too 

persist in demanding 

1 from our spiritual in- 



a privilege to have known that moral and intellec- 
tual rhciiomenoo. lie was a rosy-faccil, dnrk-lioircd, nc.ii'- 
dightcd youth, possessing a small, tlutc-like voice, and pre- 
ternatural glibnoss of sjieech. lie never, by any chanco, 
did & boyiaU action. lie always descended lo brcnkliist 
bursting with information an to the state of the tlienniini- 
cter, and was so superRnously polite as to bid you good- 
day whenever he met you, though it should chance twenty 
times in the course of a morning. lie dabbled in ento- 
mology, didn't approve of Skakrpfare, and objected to 
story-books, " as he had heard of persons becoming insane 
from the pernicious habit of novel-reading." lie spoke <if 
the simplest things with tiie groatont elaboralinn, and 
would inform the landlady that " owing to the negligence 
oftho ecn'Snt, some water had been 8]>ilt in tho pasxago, 
which, by the action of the weather, had been converted 
into ice, and that ho should recommend its immcdiale 
removal, in order to prevent aecidcnls 1" lie addreKiol 
grown persons over the dinner-table on the political, 
social, or religious questions of tho day, and would en- 
courage them to enter into disciuouons with liiin. Ho 
greatly enjoyed defining his position on every |MMuil>lo 
Hubject, and once favored us with his " platform," whiili 
was nltra-Garrisonian. He always read tho nowspapcrx. 
lie waa a staunch advocate of tho Maiiic I-aw,^ lie had •- 
a Httle dressing-gown, and a sitccial coi>tumo for garden- 
ing. At table, his appetite and choice of food were guided 
by those of his Uncle, and, probably, had that gcntloiium 
needed castor-oil, ho would h.ivo dcmaniled a similar dose, 
lie was insufferably afliible, revoltingly )>olite, preterm 

■ Apro|y« ar wMch, wo And II Impouibtg to resial rnrlulgln^ niir 
render* witb the iDMnion oT tlis Ibllnwinit Venn— whclJior Ot Uio 
T<<>ing gsnUonan'ii cDmpo*IIi'>n wa dmi not paiiUTO))> UMtf. IbmiKli 
stronglf indinlng to tlut oplnwn. Wo plckad Uma op ia 118. od Ibo 
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;,,„ „o doubt b.wo..U h.v. "BO.0 .=■• ...1. pertat 

i„p.. .ubj,.-. v.. »"ld « ».b b.v. p«. tb, .uibo 
.r£. life of P. T. B«n>um out of oo«olra«icc, H. cmk i 
IS: Sr^rl ,b. w^«d « Ubl,^ b„d.f«.rcd 
Spo..»«kc»i, bcou* d«,»l, hl'"d 0. ""->• """ 
^;nSl. Tl,. l«lie. of ltoE^bllA».»t .. ™,od 
Sr"X. »o»l prinoip.«,» ,»;Wd bbu, »d ooco 
J" 4 .0 •udicro. to » l«tnro of bU d=l...nng. ■ W. 
formed "O »uo»- &a.uwed a^jc/u Moral Lu- , 

hfl I've the mbjoct wm '''' *>«*•«««" ■• " ■ 

lertod him-whieh w« very unkxnd, » he Jwy t««La 
tbem with the grwilcit condwccnsion. 

We t«ed 10 «t oppoiite to him .t m«J^ «id were ne^cr 
ti™d of iwldng ftt «.<! »!«o«Iatins about hi* future. V» <. 

toded U« oifenrively virtuous Ufe he ^'^"l^ ^l^^^^'^J 
Sr^,ni«or poc«.dill<H.-* into one ,nemd.«iblo o«>oer of 
SriTlf-^oVTt. And furthermore, «heo amoved ^ 

w^r-^P— «ngdhe-am.ke. Wooouia^ne 
ITrt^pping up to Michael «u.d gUbly exF-^-'-'g >>- fc-^- 

S^„ b^ copied fW™ ^« ton-p.™™ Hr-n-Dook. 
" I 'm ■ Utile TempOTw" **?■ 
TwolTO/eBraoWl 
jjrf I hue Tempo™"** 

BMtarUiwgoldl 
BT,ry 11(1*0 bOT.Hliem, 

The TfcnpemnwpWp) *<"" ■(b, 
Ita Ood loTai liHlo bore \ 



oral approval of celoatial arrangement^ but otfoiing a hint 
or so by way of iiuproviiij' the ConHlitution. 

lie was not the only youthful IroarJvr in llio " tH-rionn" 
Establishment. Two others, ■ boy and girl, owed Ititir 
existence to thu union ul' a heavy geiitlcuinn (eiigiij^etl ill 
tlie oil-tmdu) with a small, wcnk-cyed ludy, liix Hucond 
wife. It was whispered (and here wa may remark that 
there was Cir more than the average inidcr^;urrcnt of 
'tattle and HJonder afloat in the '*&ci'ionB"ltoUiriling-IIouHc) 
that she hod brought her liUHbaiid a large fortune, and 
that he behaved very meanly to her — the lodicB aswrtitig 
" she had n't a frock fit to put on." But ho n'as eminently 
jiiouB. Immensely so. And, by-thc-by, it in worthy of 
iiliHcrvatiao that pious men generally marry pradeiUi;/ ; 
and if thoy become widowers, scarcely ever remain aucli. 
Knowing that money is the root of all evil, they bunt 
with Christian heroism to struggle with it; honoring 
matrimony aa a divine institulion, they ean't have ton 
much of it. Tho children of these pai-onla had different 
but anpleasing idiosyncracics. 71)0 boy was fourteen, hod 
stnught boir, a fnco like a bod lemon, a <iiierulouii voice, 
bony legs, nod large feet. lie used to ))nt his arms round 
his mother's neck at dinncr'timc — toward the conclusion 
of the meal — and whiniugty solicit [Kirmission to overheat 
liimscIC The girl was only remarkable for sulkineis, de- 
testation of her father, and a habit of kicking licr broth- 
er's shins under the table. Tlie twou sometimes endeav- 
ored to get up a gome of romps with tho Prodigy, but ho 
consdercd bis dignity insulted by such projio^ls, and 
always kept aloof. You could not oflcnd liini more 
thoroughl/ tlian by treating him as a boy. IIo was very 
Busccptiblo of such affronts, and never, tlmroughly, for- 
gave a boarder who once tocil /tint up in hit anni. On 
another occasion, too, he wot moved to such auger as 
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to tell tbo Unillady that bo conriiJered her behavior 
" bcoBlly'*— for wbith he aubeequenlly Bpologirod in 
words of three RfUabtcs. 

Hie meals provided at the "Serious" Boarding-Houso 
wer« excellent in quality, plentiful in quonUty, aud not 
iU-wrred ; though the entire duty of attendance fell upon 
the ongnlar shooldere of the Scotch virgin. For the elect 
are by no means indifferent to the pleasures of the palato,^ 
rot nnfrequcntly attaching over-much importanoe to that 
which might be denominated the grosBCst of all enjoy- 
ments. An nnregenerate scoffer would «ay that by vol- 
imtarily debarring themselves from many innocent plew- 
nres Uiey are necessitated to M back npon the most 
anspiritiial ones. We have seen the brother and risier 
recently alluded to absolutely wallow in turkey and cran- 
berry sauce. Generally there was a complole rampart 
of dishes encireling tKal family at dinner. 

Sunday — always a dull day in Board ing-IIouses— was 
preteTTiatorally slow in the " Serious" one. Church-going, 
with intcnals of feeding to repletion appeared to bo the 
rale of conduct with the majority of its occupants. Some 
of the young men, however, stayed at home during the 
afternoon and "carried on" eitenavely in their chambera; 
healing each other with pillows and struggling upon tho 

beds. When Mrs. aacendcd, or sent np tho Scotch 

virgm to remonstrate, they aunmed a meek aspect and 
endeavored to criminate one another. When lew actively 
disposed, they slept, coming down gaping and with gen- 
erally foggy aspecU at the sound of the Bup]wr bell. 
There were very few atlcrapis at convei-sation, aa the 
landlady, her mother, the malignantly-orthodox lady, and 
heavy gentleman diiapproved of the introdnction of sec- 
ular topic* on Sunday. On working-dayo we talked poli- 
-tiea, in whidi the clergyman, like moet' of hia chiss, took 



great interest, OB|)cc?Wly when of on exciting and bcllig. 
(■runt character. Wo don't mention tliLj inviJicuBiy On 
the contrary, we liked him for it. Once we knew a clcr- 
gymau who, during the Mexican war, woiij.l get unusu- 
any enthusiastic about feats of individual hcroisu, and 
throat-cutting— as why should n't he P It wag A,ima» 

We recollect a ladj-boarder who-being comjwrallvcly 
unacquainted with the rigorous piety of the Ertaba-Ji- 
mcnt— gave great offense by playing u|>on the piano on 
Sunday ; as did her husband by reading the I/crald, which 
paper was an abomination in the eyes of the landlady. 
So much so, mdeed, tliat upon its accidental apiwanmco 

on the breakJiist-table one moniing, Jlrs. started 

lip with horror and astonishment dejiictcd on her conn- 
tenance, sciied tbo obnoxious sheet, rudied to the slovo 
and, in a frensy of religious Beal, committed it to tbo 
flames. Tins little incident, in conjunction witli others, 
probibly accelerated the removal of that couple from Ihc 
"Serious" Boarding-House, for they lea soon aftcmanls. 
Our Inn.llady'a " trials"— she ho denomin.ited all matlcnt 
not in accoVilunco iritli her wishes— were far more sevevti 
in conjunction with another boarder. Like the serpent 
of old, ho entered into this Presbyterian Eden hut to 
blight and destroy. IIo was a reporter to a daily news- 
paper. His behavior, while domiciled in tho " Serious" E*. 
tablishment, is fe.irful to tlunk of. lie whistled godlcwi 
negro melodies wlile going np stairs, rang the ngty ser- 
vont-girl np at nnholy hours of the niglit and morning, 
and once effected a noclnmal, hnrglar-Iifco entrance at a 
basement window. He smoked short pipe, in bcl, dropped 
play-bills in the pariors, nske.1 m ild-young.mcn. boarders 
out to take drink^ and— horrible to rclate-seduccd one 
of them into a Jfwlel ^\rii8t cjihihition. Ho affecti-d a 
passion for the maliguautly-orthodox female, out jokes on 
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W Z«iM to the perwrrioo of the iMing g«ifl«t««. 
tTSJI think tabid maoh «ooi- wiU. the Prodigy. 

Tta» immwnW. yorth -tood poi-ed « J^'";^*^;^ 
«d. of ~n«io« Tirtw to be knocked off by m<«J »^ 

B-t with tb«otb«-tl» boy »d the Prf-*-". -P^^ 
tooweO. W«»"riDgtb«theyw«eni«oqw«trfw^ 
lb. b-t»«tte. of pook.t™«ey,be t«=f«i*"^ 




Tbe bony-legged boy did, in conridention of the Him of 
flity eente-he refhi^ two ahininge, with the .dditionil 
boiKU of i> larpe .pplo, w too llttle-MtnJIy thniM b« 
fceed bto » room whefB three i»dies Mt, «nd rtt«, in » 



■mall, iepakhral, bat perfectly distinct voice, « fearfU 
Boatbema oonngnlng Uiem to eternal perdidoo. 

Ue did n't appear next moniing. Nor did hti preceptor, 
for that night he put a climax to bia atrocitie* by bringiug 
home one of the mikl-youDg-meo-boardon in— aa tlia 
landlady declared — a dreadful itato, in which be waa auk- 
■eqnently discorered on the door-mat. The tempter at 
once received instant and aerere notice to qnik Hie 
&Ucn yonth waa omfined to hia room for a week, by bia 
btber, who took hie dinueia np to him, and — it was darkly 
whispered — administered patmnal ohastiscmont rognlarly, 
every m^t and morning, immediately after £unily pnyor. 
We can depose to the boy's bowling diamally at tbcee 
periods, and that, when reinstated at the Boarding-Ifonae 
tabl^ be kxAed remarkably ibeepish. 




CEAFTEK II. 
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30 the best of our 
belief; this Estab- 
lishioent — the do- 
taile uid donicstia 
Gconomj of whiuh 
u'cro tiiiiqao iii 
ihcir way — is ex- 
tinct, wo tbcrefore 
B]icak of it in tho 
post tense. 

Like tho Cheap 
Boarding - Homo 
on>lamoic«le,do.cnh,..l in Chapter Four it con««t«l 
"tw^Lcme^t,, which, in thi, «»e. fon^od bnck^n^ 
mort^ir »nll- in » street .li.oTpng e«tward ^^^V^^ 
wy.not fcr from thoth^^r of th»t '"'"'^ . ^f "! 
influenood by tho location, a prediloction on the port o 
the hndkdy for the profession, the greg^oas hab.w of 
tho otM, or the throe reason, oombbed, tho nuyonty of _ 
the bomrders wore octora. 

It was condnetod on what might be termed providental 
principle.. BooeiTing the •oriptor.l iiyuoctwn Of lake 
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ni> thought for to-morrow" in a htcral ncnsc, its mistrcsa, a 
etout, UDCtuously-suiiliiig widow, of Iniih extraction, dc- 
Toutljr obeyed it. Every tiling was dune l>y shifts and 
cx|>cdieDtB. "Chance governed all," na in 3Iilton'ii Clmofi. 
Yoa enjoyed the pleasing uncertainties of alternate hunger 
and plenty, as in savngo life, with the additional ndvan- 
tagea of social intercourse of a novel and entertaining 
chanictcr. There were no regular meal hoin-s. A ncwly- 
canght boarder, of sanguine disi^isition, might, it is true, 
pinoo crcileiice in a mild sapen>tition nttncliing gawlro- 
nomic im|)ortanco to certain periods of the day, but tiiiH 
Giith — toucliiiig in its very NmpUcity — never outlnittcd a 
week, Tico rendered him a confiiincd infidel ns to all 
order whatever. IIo cither r//«.accan)modatcd liimsclf 
into harmony with tho niis-rale around — or tell. Wo 
were young, and tho place liail its attractions. Wo wcro 
poor, also, and it wasn't dear. For nearly six months 
wo lived in that llieatrieat ltoarding-1 louse. 

Generally, one's earliest experience was in connection 
tvith tho Hiiliject of lonnii. Ah surely ax rapidly, yon 
glided into the anomaloun and iinn.itiiral ]>osiliun of cred- 
itor to your landlady. She borrowed live or ten dollars 
of you on tlio day aubacquunt to your arrival, and hence- 
forth you vMuIy Btrugglcd against destiny. In the lan- 
guage of appeals to a charitable public, "tho anuillcst 
contributions wero thankfully received." Solicitations 
for " quarters," shillings, airpenre/i, licsct you ; sometimes 
through tho medium of n &ded female, half-acrvant, half- 
boarder, oftener that of the landlady's daughter, a shrill 
and objectionable girl in ponlnlettc:^ whoHO hair curled 
Iho wrong way, who was horribly inquisitive, never closed 
doors, and 'appeared subject to a mysterious disease 
denominated "the Miim|K)," which necessitated the per- 
petual bandaging of her liead in dirty bandkcrcliiofk. 




THB PBTIIOLOOT or 

Like Poe'8 Itar en, she would 
come " tapping, tapping at 
one's chamber-door," with 
the wordi " Mother says 

" preSuiDg the inevi- 

Utble meisBgo. We have 
tat full balfw-hoor wai^ng 
breakfert while this wm in 
operaUou elaewliore in order 
to raise money for the pur- 
cham of a mntton-chop. 

Paymenta to the butcher partook of the general irregu- 
larity of the Establiahmcnt, wbcreforo ho, not unfri'- 
qnently, waxed wroth, and aapplied meat of dubious 
quality, or none at all. Entering at night by means of 
ttw ares gate (for lew than twenty roinutos' pulling nt 
the atreot-door boll was never known to procnro admis- 
■on) we have discovered injured tradesfolk sitting 
gloomily in back kitehcns. There they woold remain for 
hours, lying in wait for our landlady, sl)o having nnnr- 
Goontably vanished, while the scrvanta plied hither and 
thither Kmong the boarders, for the wherewithal to exnr- 
riao them. These girls' wages, too, were awfully in orrenr. 
The amonnt of lying, dodgery, and pretense pot into o]w 
cratioa (never however eflectually) in order to screen 
the Bystem — or rather want of it— most have been pro- 
digkraa. 

^M tnpplT of linen being scant, the advent of a new 
boarder was invariably marked by a foray into others' 
chambeis, in order to fiirnish forth the required oorople- 
ment of bed-fumitnre for the stranger. Here a [hUow 
wonld be snrreptiliously.contiscated, there a blanket, else- 
iriiers A coverlid. It wla bitter winter weather, and loud 
■id (Un wan (he comphuota of the viotimiced on the £>!- 
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loivirig m'orulii<;, when "the stupidily of them girU" 
funned tliestiijile excuse. I'iino, however, hwl t might I't 
the wisdom of the serpent. We, noting any dclicicucy of 
bcd-genr, made raiilt on onr own nceoinil, rtplneing from 
tlie couchca of nttiera those arliclcn of whii-h oii»i hnd 
liecn deprived. Nccei>»ily mnst pnlliate, if not jiislily 
the act. Often have we Iiiin and Ibtcncd to the nimtli- 
cniaa of some teropomn.- ncighlior on the unknown alf- 

Our meals— taken in a sort of whiIc-waB]ii:il school-riH.iii 
of limited dimciiHioiia in tlio rear of the premincs — wcro 
moBtly of a eamivorous description, from which drcnnt- 
Btance we infer tliat the pio-vcnrlera of that vidnity nro 
inexorably oppOBcd to the credit system. OeeaKJonnlly 
dinner was tolaiiy ignored. No bell's harmonious discord 
sounded tlio toeaiii of appetite. Hungry and exoBpcmtO 
boarders would assemble in dismal conclave, Nt until cx- 
jwctancy polled into despair, then wi-atbfutly disappear — 
tlic Rterner spirits being, sometimes, partially mollilied by 

homcopatliio relays of sleak. On stich crises Mrg, 

would be invisible. Our impresMon Li that liho locked 
herself in a subrerrnneiiu cupboard or closet till tlie evil 
hour had passeil. 

But, as wo havo wiiU, the Eatablishmont bad its jilcv 
santcr aspects. Shilly and incongruous as its orrnnge- 
menls were, the very absence of all order imparted a 
piquant leet to existence within its walls, appealing, as it 
did, to the vagabond side of human nature. If one day*! 
dinner were onutte<l, to-morrow's plenty effnced nil irefid 
recollection of it. And during intervals of eash or credit, 
you were never too late or too early for a mefil. It was a 
true Liberty Hall, if ever such existed, and RnhelaLs' \a- 
seription over the gate of the Abbey of Thelcrao, " Do 
what thou wilt," might have" been written on iu portal. 






Whero eba, wa uk, should wo have been alloired to nit 
vrapped up io blanketi and bed-clothes od deatlily col<l 
irintcr nighta, while eoribbting a comio storj oo the cdgo 
of the vuhing-aUnd? Where, aubscqncDtly, to insert a 
anukll stole within the thinccn-inch space between our 
bed-foot and the wall, to eitcmporizo a hole for the stove- 
pipe with Bnutj knife and bominci'; and finidlf, toclinrtho 
bod-poot to the extent and blapkncHS wliicli wc assuredly 
did. Hie Theatrical Boanling-I louse hod its odvontngcit. 

Yon oould send out foe beer at any gcaflonablc or unst-a- 
BonAblo hour. You could CJtII fellow-boarders by Ihcir 
nick-oames, cut jokes and fratcmiw; with every body. We 
like actors. And in sgjlto of all the charges which from Lo 
Sage's day to the present have been brought against them, 
the world likes tliem, and will conllnuo to do so. They 
generally have that practical wisdom which dispOHcs to 
look on the cheery side of things. At our Boarding- 
House they punned, laughed, talked slangy and stagy, 
drank ale or chatapagno with equal good humor, and got . 
up the jollicst of supplementary suppers. 

Of one of these entertainments {given by the husband 
of a tragedienne during hin tcni))orary bachelorhood con- 
sequent on her absence while fulfilling a jirofesstonol en- 
gagement at another dty), we have a lively recollection. 
It was a good notion of a supper — a hare, chiokens, oysters 
and champagne; whist, poker, piano-fortc-playing, and 
■iuging to follow. Speeches were mode also, which, as 
the hours drew on, increased in eloquence and pathos. 
Wq remember one gentleman pledging his honor that his 
wife wonld die, if desired, for the lichoof of any friend ho 
might mention. Another was moved to shed tears copi- 
ously daring a burst of confidence on the subject of \m 
early yeata. Chomses,' too, were sung, some being of 
ma afaoonnal, and even gymnastic character, as witness 
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the following. The vocalist, suiting action to words, 
commenced : 

" Out fln^r sod diiuab knp moviog — 
Xctp Dioviug — 
To drlrv tluU Cvo iiwaj I" 

Others joining in with voice and gesture on a repetition 
of tlie lines, the exhortation uicrenseil in its dciiiandii, 
" (wo fingers and thumbs" being next in requisition, and 
so on, until iinally, at the words, 

"Tiro smis ud loo legs kmp moringl" 

all present wore jumjiing uj) and^own in an energetically 




lodicrons manner only conceivable in insane Shaking 
Quakers. As tliis occurred nl sometliing like 2 a. w^ 
certain boardcn overhead and below were unreasonablu 
enough to rcmoiinfrBte, bul onr Inndlady's comptuiy having 
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miedoned the fctliTitici during the earlier p&rt of llio 
evening, inch conipioinU were treated with merited dc- 
rinoB, We bare but an indistinct idea at what hour the 
party broke up, having quitted it at 6 a, it, leaving cards 
predominant. 

It wu preeminently a masculine Ettabliibment, and 
appeared Uie more so, as the few lady-boarders generally 
preferred taking their meals within the nnnctity of their 
own apartments. They, bowever, sometimes congrcgnted 
on wintry afternoons in a gloomy old parlor appeituning 
to the larger and duller of the houses, where we onre 
nrpriaed a select party gf three engaged in the ooneump- 
tioaofoigaraand hot brandy and water. One of these, the 




proprietress of a mthor prettyish face and a large-headed 
child (which latter article was periodically brought to ncu 
her), hod a room immediately adjoining ours; and fiir 
some time we were in error as to the sex of the occupant, 
' bang mialod by her proficiency in the art of whistling. 
Out nndeoeption only otonrred upon tapping at her door 
Ibr the parpoae of re-igniting a bmp, which we bad . 
r and oxtingiiisbed among the bed-clothes. 
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At a later period, when a slight iiiiimacy had sprung up, 
elic oceawonally borrowed our boot* on niiiiy cvi-iiings to 
walk to the theater in, receiving wiili great good humor 
any playful allusions to Ibo ([.I'CKUiuably) lovely liuib« 
they were honored by cwcasing — and once telling us to 
como round to Burton's as alio " jJayed a Uj/'part." On 
our return from that place of popular cuturtoiumont, slio 
was rery anxious to Icnm " liow she looked from the i«r- 
quette," and " wlietber wo heard her diBiiuclly." Slut 
hail but three lines and a monosyllablo to utter during the 

But, unquestionably, the lioness of the jilace was the 
tragtdienne before alluiied to. She was a hnmlsonio, jolly 
woman, with a deep, rich voice, and would ask you how 
you did, or make an observation about the weather in 
such heart-felt, cordial tones as imparted quite a glow to 
the recipient. She had a will of her own, too, and it woa 
popularly supitoscd tl>.it her husbnnd (who jilaycd ivalking 
gcntlcmi^, and was some ycurs licr junior) knew it. SIio 
wan, also, a little j en Ion h of liim — not without reason. 
Wo fancy he had an cqu.il atlarhment to champaf^ne and 
to his wife, and it was said the lady hcnielfhada/wieAFint 
for the former. With two nnecdotes m which she figures, 
the present chapter may fitly conclude. 

There was a hard-headed and generally obnoxinns 
Scotch bonnier, nho, to some oripinally disagreeable 
characteristics, nddcU the one of occasional intoxication; 
when he was prone to discourse al>out John Knox and 
the " Free Kirk" of his country. TTie actors used to 
" sell" him by challenging hts admiration for imaginary *" 
passages in non-pxirtent novels by Walter Seolt; and to 
excite liis anger by pretending to mistake him for an 
Irislimon; as also by aildrossing him as Mac Wii^nlcs, 
Mao Scmtc^hcr, Mae flrito, Kfac Turn 'emup, and similac 
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title*. Nov he, coming homo one night from an adjacent 
bur-rooin, and avuillog liimgcll' of tho opening ol' the btrccU 
<loor bj the servant of our tragedienne (whether impelled 
* by BDteoetleDt wbisky-aUiia or bin natural obtuBcoess, wo 
know not)^ followed the girl up^itaira to her lady'B apart- 
meot; apologi&iig for hla prcaence, when questioned, by 
K muttered refercuce to Ids ordinary theological topic 

VLx*. , not ooDsidcring this tatiafactory, shrieked for 

her husband, who, like lii* wifo, was in undriiss, and lea|niig 
up at thD_ Bummooa pursued tho invader to our charalior 
door, where overtaking him, he, with liia Udy'a asdslance, 
■dmintBterod severe tisticol otuutiscmcut. Upon our issu- 




ing forth, lamp in hand, an pmincntly dmrnnlic tablpan 
was vinble. The howling CsledonLin, with the ifangiiine 
■tr«am of life giiBhing from his nose, and his roTinlennnco 
(hrther omsmcntcd by feminine talons, lay writhing in the 
prasp of tho infiirintc actor, whfwe left whisVor he was 
boldiiig on to in a peculiarly painful manner, while above 



MKW TOSK noARDi:io-iiovaKs. ti 

and around hovered a Lady Al.icbrtli-liko figun?, awful in 
while llaiinvl. Oilier boarders a])|icariiig, n Beparaliini 
was efTcctcd, and the Scotehman )>ersuaded to go down 
stairs, where lie aimed himself with a carving-knife, swore 
revenge on tvcry body, very nearly assassinated the land- 
lady who reiKiircd to huu with pacific intentions, ami 
. finally went to sleep with his hcnd in a coal-scuttle. Itiii ' 
" with the morning calm redcction ciinc ;" by dinner-time 
the thi-ee Jiad rxchanged a]K>lagieii, sh.ikcn Imnds, and de- 
spite the victim's discolored eyes, swollen nose, and Cico 
scarified d ia gridiron, wore bob-noblnng one with the 
other most corilially — an edifying and CbriHtian spcclaelc. 
Our remiiining anecdote is trite, but has a spice of tho 
ridiotilous * which may justify its narration. A brotlKT 
actor of our Iraffe/licmie's husband having l>orrowed a 
pair of nether habiliments from him for "light comefly" 
pnrposea, was, by the lady, encountered in the paiwn;ro 
and ordered Imck to his apartment, there to iniincdiately 
.disenduc himsetf of Ihein, iJic not approving nf tho Innii. 
And tho voifo wliieh wo had ov<<f-ni};ht hpanl in Jiiltit's 
hivc-impamnned' speech was cialteil in wrath, even to Ict- 

Ihig dwfllcrt on tho up|)or floors know that "Dill 

slioiildn't have Ihcin imnU— they lud boon purcbruwd 
with her money, and she'd burn 'em ere his request 
■honld bo granted )" 
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HANDSOME up-town edificA 
nitliin five mioutcB' walk of 
Fifth Avenue, and of Bach 
boiglith tbaL Bcaling its 
etaircoio (nudwRj' up which 
a foggy aroma of dinner* 
nlwayi hovers) iti idvoIuhU- 
rily inggcstive of Jncob'a 
ladder. In ootwiird appe-ir- 
I ance it is anBtocraUc, in in- 
l ner arraDgcmenta anexcep- 
' tionabic, iu dinner-hour 
fiiBhionably late. Id no par- 
Uonlar, therefore, would it 
differ from many nmilarEstabUahmentt, but for the pccu' 
limrities of its inmateB, which fairly entitle it to a place in 
our Phyaiology. 
The reader, if a Now Yorker, haa donbtless often no- 
■ tioed in Broadway the tall, epare fignre of an elderly gcn- 
tlemaa attired in a Buit' of black of the cut and fiuihion 
of the part oentory. Who htm not turned to gaco on that 
TonerableJooking penoof on the long, gray bur atmg- 




87 



gling over hia ahouldera and b^k ; on the thrco-comeml 
coukcd-hat, the breeches on J kiicc-bucklii) of 'TO f Such 
an aspect might have graced the council-board of WillLuii 
Pcnn or the Pilgrim Fathers. Tliat, reailer, is the Doctor, 
niid ho being the arch-priest and gmiid cji|>onent uf K(>ir- 
itiialism at tho hoUMO of which wo Hjieak, it bcroiueii 
' ncreatory to p.iy our respects ti> hiiu. 

Were he to write liis auto-biogra|)hy (as wo tni>4 lin 
will, some day), it u'oiiUt doubtlens ]>rove a deeply inler- 
exting volume. Far bo it from our liosty jien to anticignlo 
such a task, or to risk tlic dinplcasuro of a conscicntioiw 
■ceker after truth by the attemjit. Yet wo have hoard 
that in his pursuit of tlmt cclcttiol nuiid, he, in eaminon 
with other of licr admirers, hns occasionally got {/nrrotcil 
by certain of tlie pestilent heresies which are wont to as- 
sume her likeness — sometimes releasing himself with eic- 
tremo difficulty. £ii»ii<;li of that. Suffice it to s-ty, lliat 
alter cuiisiderfiblo theological cupcricnco— rivaling, in- 
deod, that of Orestes lirownson, though starting from the 
very point at which he has rested — tho Doctor now enjoys 
a lucrative medical practice, believes strongly in the 
U;iine Law, and is equally ardent in his advocacy of Spir- 
itualism. Wo have been told of singular ami startling 
phenoiuena as the inuncdinto agents in j)roducing his 
conversion to tho latter — how tho Mpiril of a defunct rela- 
tive not only shook, Blap|K.'d, pinchk^d, and tweaked the . 
Doctor noctumnlly, bat was oecuHtomcd to litl him from 
his bod and treat him to rides round tho room (how ho 
looked during tho operation let our artist's jwncil i>or- 
tmy), always finally restoring him to his resting-place, and 
considerately tucking him up— how, desirous of acoommo- 
dating himself to these celestial visitations, he studieil 
mnsic, and learned to play upon tho guitar and hatjnon- 
ioon— with much mora of retrospective matter wblcb we 
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cImtium u iiTcIeTant — tarnin;; at once to tbo BoBrding- 
Iloiwe, and Iiui proDolytiiing t)iprcin. 

Within the Catahtishment aro many b^f-bourdeni of 
Eastern ori^n,n'ho, though punt the agoof girlhoof], have 
retained the Minjdicitj of heart ancl trustfuIncM of natnro 
proper to the moming of life. Now from Eve** timo 
ilownwftrds tho hx has cxTiibitcd n penchant for knoitt- 
cdge, even when ac<iiurcil at the risk of danger; and it 
would iccm thftt the mindi of oM moida are, from tho 
£ict of M much of iticir nntiiro lying, ns it were, follow, 
peculiarly wibjoct to become tlio red|)icnta of autli stray 
torn as, sown broadcast by Impontion and credulity, are 
producing every day such plentiful crops of misery and 
insanity. Any way our Doctor (whom, of coiirac, we ac- 
quit of dinngenuity) crpcncnced great Bocccaa in hia ad- 
Tocaoy of Spiritiinlimn nmong the ladv-bonrder*. 

In the firet place, Pliyfiiologicfll cIoiocr were formed, and 
lh« Doctor commenced a'series of lectures on Anatomy — 
which, boTrcTer, came to n anddcn lorminatinn In conne- 



(]ncneo of the ancallcd-for fujacamishncss of all bnt mio 
of tlio vii^in auditory. 1*1ickc lK.'iiig abandoned, tho ilia- 
covcryof "Slediums,'' formntiou of " Circles," and procur- 
ing of "Manifestations," became tho order of the day — or 
rather evening, for at such time, after tlio labors of the 
day, did the Doctor vouclisafo to act as spiritual hier'>- 
pliant. Hero every thing progressed admirably. Little 
supernatural toirffa were got up, and tlio ladica hail llie 
satisfaction of being astonished, friglitcncd, and myatificd 
bi tlio most delightful maimer. Nothing could be plras- 
aiiter — but, unfortunately, there cxiatcd among the in- 
malai of the establishment one or two skeptics of tlio 
sterner aex, and especially ono individual whom wo sliall 
dtsignato as tlio Incredulous Hoarder, 

Ho was tlic Doctor's moral ontipodca in every thing, 
ap|>canuicc, cliaractciiijtica, and opinions, Tlio former 
never liad his hair cut, and aliavcd only his u[>jH)r li[i; tho 
latter was bald, and acrupulously-raxorod, with the cxcejh 
tion of a moustache. Tbo former ottlred himself in a atylo 
pnrticubrly calculated to attract notice; the laltcr's cos- 
tume was airaplo nnd uniirctoiitious. Tlic fonncr jKm- 
■csacd unlimited fuitli in the suivcmatural, tho latter 
uuboundcd skepticifin. Ucing,tlicFcforc,of micli railically 
opposite natures, how could tlicy fail to antagonise ? 

The Doctor denouncotl his adversary aa a rlilnoccros- 
tilded inRdel, and furthermore infonncd him that ho was 
possessed by Seven Devils. It might have been tliis bale- 
ful influence wliich impelled bim to devote himself to tbo 
jtrodnction of utter confuMon and dismay in the ranka of 
tho faithful — to asstul the Doctor's opiiiioua on nil subjects 
— to charge tho reverend person wiiii proGming tlio Sab- 
bath by tho performanco ai valaea, jiolkaa, and the like 
secular compoai^ons — to speak of the Maine Law with 
derision, of S{nritua]i«m as humbug — and finally to cluit^ 
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MteiiM Hs profenon m gboatlj Peter Fiuik«, Hcm 
abominable opmiou he teould exproa* on all poariUe oo- 
cancHw. 

Grett, tberefbre, was the exnltatioo, when, one erentng^ 
a whuper-iMSsed roond that the Incredulous One liad ox- 
perienoed a loftetiing of the heart, and petitioned to bo 
allowed to make one in a''Circle.'' In the hope of hia 
Gonrenion it waa granted, though the Doctor retired to 
hia room in dadgeon, as miatmsting the aincerity of Uio 
neophjte. Notwithitanding which, remarkable and un- 
exampled aoeoeaa fallowed. Tabnlar gynitioiu and knock- 
bgs ooonrred almoat immediately, and preaently, after 
perfiiiming a iplritiul SehoUUehe, ng-ntgging in a yety 
rtartUng manner into oomera, and once descending heav- 
\\j OD the ooma of a male believer, the Bapematural]}- 
Btirred mahoganj penned one of the ladies in a comer, and 
nesrij cot her in twain, against the wall. This was natn- 
nUy regarded aa a great triomi^, and tlie Doctor do- 
accnded to duire it Bis proaeooe apparently induced 
greater manifcaUtiona from the spirit-world. The flro- 
iroos rattled, and groans were heard as jnooeediog from 
the heart of tho chandelier. In oomplianoe with the gen- 
eral reqneat, the Doctor mounted a chair fbr the purposo 
of investigation. ' Solemnly, and at regnlar interrala, the 
loguhriona oounda were repeated, Qaeations were pnt 
and reqionded to— by groans. It was nnanimoualy eo» 
doded that some onli^tpy wpn\ was present, bat imable, 
l^ain UMzploined dienmalanoea, to definitely oommunk 
enle hk aorrowa. And thns to the awe and sads&otion 
of the oommimi^, the prooeedinp of the evening tenni- 
' natad. 

Nor waa the flnth of belierera duken by the aaaertiona 
of the stiU Inondnlons Boarder, on the following morning 
— t^As^Md h* aloiu^ «oiitrired toprodooe tlMnwro^ 
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mcnts of the table, and that a little inquiry had reduced 
tlie groaning qarit to the simide origin of a loose plank in 
tbu flooring overhead, upon which a, girl chanced to bo 
seated in a rooking-ohoir, while nuiaing a baby. Ue was 
ocHiaidered a ribald outcast from truth, one given over to 
tinl>elief| a oonsdons blo^emcr of the mysteries of Sptrit- 
uaHsm I The ladiea hdd bat to their fiutJi, and tho skirts 
of the Doctor. Far be it fiom as to desire to dislodge 
them I 
We have reoently heard that he is orgsniaing S^ritM^ 




CHAPTER XI. 




RAN Boardmg-Hoiis(«,like 
mean peoiilc, are, unfor- 
tunatcly, not untoimnon 
or {Kculinr to any rank 
or locnlit}-. We linvo 
dlrcndy hod occouon to 
speak of one Establish- 
ment in which a atratnm 
of arislocmtio i)rclciiiio 
overlays tliis charactcr- 
iatic, wo now turn to an- 
other in humbler life. 

It it a clian-lookiiig 
frame bnililing, in aqnict- 
Ui Btreot, wmo twenty minntca' walk from Chntliam 
Bqture, and midway between Kist Droailu-ay and tlio 
fItw. If the broken and pndilley adcwalks of the vitin- 
ity hod boon eapecially »own with an intention of prodao- 
ing a crop of old barrels, boxes, disabled kettles and eon- 
' tUMd MBoapans, they could not be more plentiful. There 
■re more prirate dwclliogs than shops, one or two Dnteh 
f>r IrUi grocery ator(>«, a disutod pump, a few street'lnmin, 
■nd aoiiM trees. Our Boardtng-Uouse is a comer one, 
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standing some little distance to 'the rear of the strocU 
Iront. You reach its stoop by on ascent of half a doaen 
wooden steps. 

Its landbdy claims England as the land of her nativity, 
in defiance of the richest of brogues and most Mitesi^ta 
of appellatiooB. She is a widow, nilli three daugtitcni. 
The eldest has a hughand, the »!coiid cxiiccts to obtain 
one, and the third is a girl of eight. Between the two 
latter a ajKcies of guerilla warfare unceasingly rages, the 
gron-n-np young lady having ap]iarcntly mode up licr 
mind to regard her sister's existence as a personal insult, 
which conviction- she eipi*esscs through the medium of 
slaps, and str.ty epithets, on all poiiHblo occasions; while 
the younger ccvcnges herself by trying on Jicr oppressor'a 
bonnets, and indulging in fugitive performances on tlie 
pbno, which genei-nlly terminate in a grand finale of 
screams and spankings. 

The old lady, her mother (she owns to five-and-lifty, 
and her wig is innocent of all deception) has West Indiiui 
antecedents, and talks much of " Jainaiky," in eonnectiim 
with her late husband. According to her rcproscntnlioiis 
ho was a spcciM of maiit.il ])ho;nix — never known to 
swear, to smoke, to i«rt.ike ,of any stronger liquor tlian 
ginger-beer, or Uijiml fnuH leilh hit mealt. (She is par- 
ticular in dnelling on this last point for the benefit of 
boarders.) Tliero is extant a book of travels in Ireland, 
containing marginal notes in the hand-writing of the di> 
funct, which denounce its author on "a rocen man," and 
inform yon that "ho tells lice" when not culogistio of the 
ooontry. We infer that the commentator was a palriotio, 
bnt imporfoclly-edncated Irishman. 

His relict has been one and the mistross of her Estub- 
tishment for eight yearn. She frequently alludes to the 
"novelty" of her employment, by way of indirectly apolo- 
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.giBng for an defidenoies. Hiera an plentjof them. It 
^ cmpfaatioallf , * Mean Boardiog-HouM; 

If wB know Bojr bodj with an mMppeatM* qipetiM ' 
Sot Mtt Sab and >heep*a liver, m wonld give him Hra. 
* » addraai. Thoae daintiea alwaja pradominate at her 
taUai Thejibnned the st^B meal at least thrice a week, 
and nDderwent no end of reTivifieaticm — if we tamj be 
allowed the expreaaion in eonnection with oookeiy. A 
fiaam odor permeated the entire Eetahliahment — the rerj 
-window-curtHiia ainelt of it. It woa a nngolar and bean- 
tifid ttoAj to ohaerve the many tnuufonnatioaa a ain^e 
dUt endnred. In the break&st ateak of to^j yon might 
raeogiuBe the ooraed beef of jeaterdaj*! dinner, and rea- 
■onaUj anticipate enoonntering it in t<Mnorrow*a meat* 
pie, and the next day's haah. Wa got to dating from tbO' 
advent of oertab portions of animal food— reokonisg upon 
our fingers the hpae of days bjr Uiem. 

AD meata — whether pork, veal, mutton, or beef— are, in 
a donUa senae, exoeeduif^y ran in the Uean Boarding- 
Honae probably being aerred np in that state that tho 
jlWLwltMM of mastication may prevent any conaiderablo ' 
eooaamption ; not to hint at the desirability of punishing 
with indigestion and nightmare each bmtal boardera 
iriwae ^ipetitea will not be deterred. The JcHnte always 
praaant flna anatomical displays of bone, and great diffi- 
floltiea to the oarrer. Bnt joints are of seldom oocarrenee. 
liver and Mlt fiah predominate. And — for a treat — an 
iinaalmial hnllook'aheart on Sunday. 

Hw r^etahlos are worthy of notioe. ' Potatoes tasting 
like aometbmg between ydlow soap and bail artidiokca, 
'canota out of which all flavor has been boiled, and large, 
rank, greasy eabbagca. (^Tbere is always a snggertion of 
than latter, by-the^e, flavoring the piacuie odor befiirs 
alhtdadto.) KrL pridea htnsir on her paatr?. b 



a of solid oonstniation, and damp, putty-Iiko mfttcriul. 
We should MippoBO that dripiung, snleratiu, and jiotato- 
staroh enter largely into tho ingredients. With tlio 
home-made bread — prodnced ae a luxury — it partakce of 
a highly dyspeptic diarticter. Tho tea ia so weak that 
you would nt suppose it had strength to drown a fly, or 
dissolve sugar. Tlie coflco toatcs of hom^bcons, and b 
invariably oonoooted over night (why, wo know not) b<dng 
re-wormed for tiio morning** contmnption. 

Mrs. — ■ •- dispenses these dclicauea to her boarders iit 
person, with much indirect discourso aa to the superiority - 
of " good, plain living," over " locluliaws," and many 
reminiscences of her husband's culinary predilections. It 
invariably happens that he wonld have preferred the meni 
in progrcas to all others. Bcndcs being a marital phtmix, 
he is a defunct Mrs. JIatrit, to be invoked on all possiblo 
oocasiona. 

The economy obserrable in dietary armngements, ia 
also carried out in other matters, ^e scanty sbiir-carpct 
— confined to ita place by a limited allowance of rods — 
dwindles Into shabby draggct on taming the first laiid- 
ing-plaoo, and disappears altogether at tlio second story. 
Clioap calico window^cnrtoins — on which oro landscapes of 
gorgoon* colors, but more than Chinese contempt for pcr- 
spootive — enpply the place of sun-blinds. Andthovarioua ' 
ohambcra have but little other fhmiture than beds, wash* 
• ing4tands, and littlo mirrors, chur% being infrequent. 
Our^Mrtmcnt oontuncd hut half a window, an onpainted 
]Mn»-partition eeparating it from the adjoining room, and 
dividing the casement equally between them. It was, 
too, rather a screen than partiUon, a* it did not reach the 
ceiling by two feet, which afibrded opportnnity toe inter- 
-change of smalt cnnrteneo, such as brnshea, matcheo, ete^ 
with onr neighbor. (On one occasion he a 
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> looldng-glnss wilh on injndloionBlj tbrown blookiag-box.) 
Our bcdstcnd, aim, diil not possess its full complement of 
■ * ttaU or croM-piccua, nod wo lumbled through — twico n 
night on tho average — until wo contrivod oxtemponmooaa 
rcpoira with on old drawing-board, aod fragnientary eascL 
Tho boarder* at the tima of our sojourn, were about 
twelve in number, the sexes being pretty equally repre- 
Mnted. We wii] briefly cnnmorate tbcm. A married 
Tippentrian, who had greatly diHtingutahed himself in the 
Smith O'Brien campaign of '48, by domolishing a drum 
with the British arms npoa it ; and was, in oonaequence, 
greatly beloved by his compatriots. A widow, with ttvo 
danghtms, the elder aoknowledging to a hosband u Cali- 




fornia, bnt refbdng to reoognice him in a hairy and intoxi- 
cated individual, who, one night, attempted to foroo an 
i-ntranoe into the boose, and demanded speech with 
"■Bet^." An ex-«ailor,t«mponuiJy reduced — or advanced 
— to the pontion of a polioeman, addicted to interlarding 
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his apocch with proverbs, nnd to going to sleep on duty, 
in which condition he once hod his ttar stolen from him. 
His wiib and children. A rcd-haircd dry-goods clerk, 
who found tavor Li tho eyes of tlio landlady's (biightcr, 
and propitiated tho mother and married sLitcr by presents 
of ribbons. A hatter, on attorney's clerk, and a jnpanner ' 
or dealer in onmmcntal furniture, complete the list. Tho 
laat-mentioned individual was our neighbor, on the uthur 
side of the partition, and had a shop iu the vicinity. 

Combining the foregoing particulars of board and 
boarders, our reader's fancy will cosily supply tho dttuil 
of exiKtcnue within the walls of tho 31t?jin Boarding- 
IluuMc, Our l^dl.idy had but one chamcteriMtic in addi- 
tion to those already chronicled. She generally vanislicd 
immediately after dinner, and did not turn up till eupjicr- 
tiine, when she always groaned a good deal, and, in re- 
Bpoiiso to tlio inquiries of lody-lioardcrs, said blie " felt let- 
ter." The Uppcmrian declared, privately, that she was 
in tho habit of "railing herself" with spirits; going to ' 
bed with her clothes on, and a black-bottle, for lliut 
purjMisc. 

Our sojourn would scarcely have been a protracted ono 
under any circuniHtancus, but was brought to a sjieedier 
close than we had anticipated. A few weeks' ruNidcnea 
in any Boarding-Ilousa ;{cnoi-nl]y reveals to the otmurver 
a strong nndcr-cnrrcnt of slander, in which more or les-t 
uf tho inhabitants love to dabble privately, spiiukling each 
other's characters as with diabolic benediction, (Uad wo 
cared to descant ou tho topic wo might Iiave added a con- 
siderabln addendum, especially treating of it, to each 
chapter.) In tho Kcan Establishment, this amiable weak- 
ness flourished in great force, and presently blossomed 
into results. The landlady's daughter didn't like tho 
jKilioemaD, considering Iiis calling hte / and the California 
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widov objected to hui wife, accusing her of smuggling 
Lotties of Charles's Cordial Gin into the house, and, what 
was worse, ifot mvitbg other ladies to partake of them. 
The attorney's derk — an every-way unpleasant individual, 
and the '^fimny man" of the house — originated floating 
libels to the effect that the japanner's wardrobe consisted 
of bat one shirt, two dickeys, one paur of socks and a 
collar, and that he washed 'em himself, and dried them 
by suspension from his chamber window. The dry-gooda 
man prirately solicited attention to the hatter's appetite, 
and was sure that the husband of the landlady's married 
daughter didnt talk so much with the California widow 
lor nothing. Finally rows took place at table, boarder 
•quabUing with boarder and with the authorities. 

The ez-saOor, proroked by the undisguised scorn of the 
landlady's daughter, publidy informed every body that 
there was a blamed sight more Boarding-IIouses than 
parish-churches in New York, and that he didnt care a 
rotten piece of junk for the whole bilin' of 'em, subse- 
quently offering to fight the kndlady's son-m-law (which 
wasdecUned). He then left with his fiimily. Thejapanner 
fi>]lowed, and his departure subsequently influenced ours. 
We did not join in the general chorus of depredation 
which pnrsnod our late neighbor, and in consequence were 
looked upon as one disaffected to the ruling powers, and 
pomeoutcd accordingly. Our beuig ^ at home" was denied 
to Tisiton^ onr letters were rcfliscd, or i>crformed quaran- 
tine in the landlady's pocket before reaching us, private 
intimations of ** dinner's ready" were given to other 
boarders in adrance of the bell (in order that we might 
arrire at a disadrantkge), an espedally uncomfortable 
chair with a cavinff^n seat and rickety back was assigned 
t04M^ onr plate, knife and fork were yiolently hurled at 
«% ow ewer was nnfilled, oar towd remored, oar soap 
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sequestered. Finally we were talked af, over the dinner 
table. We Icfl, and making common cause witli Iho 
japanner determined on ** humors of revenge." 

A neatly-worded advertisement to the effect that Mrs. 
■ was desirous of accommodating Irish and Goniiaa 
iamilics with board at tlio rate of $1.50 per head, weekly, 
presently appeared in the leading daily pa|)ers. Emigra- 
tion was in full vigor, and plenty of applicants responded 
to the Mivitation, the average being — as we were informed 
by the policeman, whose beat lay in that quarter (and 
who took a fiendish pleasure in directing inquirers to 

BIrs. 'h) about ten fiiniilics, daily. Some came with 

bag and baggage, and were slow to admit the ix)«8ibility 
of a hoax, attempting to effect lodgments in the passage, 
and claiming the proprictrcM as their country-wonmn. 
Tlicre was, also, much difficulty in explaining the matter 
to the Germans in consequence of their general ignorance 
of the English language. 

The landlady made her son-in-law write ungrammatically- 
indignant letters to tlio i>a|>ers dcnoundng the authors of 
the advertisement as niiiligimnt and evikliHiXMcd ex- 
boarders. But the scries of events were not dbstincd to 
end thus quietly. Tlie Ti])i)crarian fell into disiavor, being 
suspected of intimacy with the con9pirators. lie was 
therefore not only subjectc<l to a scries of ^letty iiersecu- 
tions similar to those which had effected our removal, but 
an additional one was originated for his C8[)ccial annoy- 
ance. Knowing that he went to bed early, the attorney's 
derk stimulated other male boarders to the noctunial 
performance of negro choruses, interspersed with howls, 
under his window, at the back of the house. On the 
second of these charivari the \iTathful Celt descended in 
great fury and undress, made so fierce an attack on the 
party that be utterly routed them, pursued the landlady's 



I •*»*»— an-I«w into the street, and for the iipaoo of ecvcrnl 
, W^^iJig^ final)/ giving him in charge of our friend the jhv 
I uo^Knaa and ox-bo&rder, who promptly coaveyed him to the 
■**tion-boiiee. Next rooming, aa might be expected, the 
'■*'*I>j)ermrimn received notice to quit. Before doing to, 
'>'*>'^^ever, he, learning from his wife that another mugicnl 
^**<' ^rtainmen^^md one of eomo prctenuona — wu pro- 
J**<»«-^rf on a pnrtioular evening, resolved on an attempt at 
'"'^'^^ girooitf , 

'^n^ith Uiii view (after mnlung arraagemonta for his wife's 

'■^i « a AoTnl ), he cngnged three bnrrcl-organs, a trombone, and 

" ■^^^ drains ; luid in a supply of whisky, tobncoo and 

■■^■KasagGfl ; and porpctratcd tlio most unique soirittmui- 

o^^-^ia we ever had the plcanuro of attending. The com- 

P*^^n^ were mainly Irishmen, but included one Gennan (to 

P'^**-y the trombone), and the japanner{who toolc a drum), 

-^^1 ^arrived at Sp. u. — much about the timo that the more 

ff*****.«oI party assembled IkjIoiv — and until the notes of a 

*'^*~«"X* ai"l vioiio gave the sigiml, quiet was observed, broken 

"y *-lie performance of a grand overture by the entire 

*"***» gth of the company (with the exception of one big 

*^^"****a wluch, proving loo largo to bo got through Iho 

"^***"way, hnd been burnt in tho endeavor). We despair 

^>c»iiTeyitig to our reailern any idea of the effect. With 

.^ «xception of tlie Cienuun, no performer had tho 

*^ ^^■%'Ccst practiual knowledge of music, T])c ban-el organs 

^^**^ off at diScrcnt tunes, the four impromptu drummers 

•^^"*^*»apt«d a demoniac reveiBi, and tho Gennan played 

***y Veiling he pleased — all uniting in one common sentiment, 

^^^^ ^ endeavoring to moke as much noise as possible. A 

^'*'**«> for refreshment, in the siuipe of pipes and whisky, 

t^^^^^^axtged the opposition to a feeble attempt at rivalry 

" ^^^ a guiUr and flate— onr drums soon nlenoed it. The 

" Ben Bolt" (that melody was 



just then nC the height of its popularity), by the combined 
aids of one borrel-urgnn, the trombone, and on extcmi)o> 
raneous accompaniment formed by shakijig cents together 
in a waaliiiig-bosin, was voted lesa effective, and tho drums 
ia<ustcd on comliici into play again. Ten minutes moro 
produced an envoy from below, in tho uliaiie of tho attor- 
ney's clerk, wlio, loolting very pole and exeitcd — but got- 
iip, with respect to costume generally, and sliirt-colbr in 
parUoular, in a gorgeous manner — wished to know (with 

Mrs. 's compliincuta) " the meaning of all this." Tho 

Tipperarian replied by explaining that " a little musiu" 
was in progress, and proffered hospitality, in tho sliape of 







a pipe, sausages, and whisky. n.jocling these with ireful 
dignity, the envoy waxc<l wmlli, and stimubled by tho 
eonsciousueas that the C(im|>any hctow were listening to 
the colloquy, bepTui to tntk loudly and fiercely. In all 
probability a fight would have erwuod, but for an nnlookcd-' 
for aociilent which very nearly induced a tragic termiu*- 
tion to the absurdities of the night. 
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In tho excitement incidental to the occasion, the oi>po- 
ntion party hod qniitcd their room for tho etair-casc, or 
crowded About tbe doorway, thus estalilialiing » thorough 
dniDght of air from tho oi>cn window, wtiich wofted tho 
light gaiuy curtain to a recently-ignitod lamp. It was on 
6ro in a moment. The alarm wtM given, women screamed, 
men swore, fire-belts tolled, engines arrived and a posse nf 
red shirts and a dcnso mob blockaded the streets, as the 
Tipperarion was lugged off by the police — his guests en- 
caping in tho confusion. 

Hfl was fined ten dollars next day,and discharged from 
custody. We received on industriougly greased and ill- 
spclt f/ialknffttrom tho attorney's clerk for our prosnmed 
partidp«tion in the conccil, and disgusted bira exceedingly 
by an expresaon of readiness for a pugilistic encounter — 
which, however, never came oft And since then we havo 
beard nothing of the Mean lioai'ding-noase, or of its 
Nor are we particularly denrona of infbnni^ 




CHAPTER XII. 



THE ttOASDIHO-IIOrBE \ 



I! TIIERB ABE UAEKIAQEABLB 



HIS ErtabUsh- 
ment has sonio 
few cliaracloT- 
istii-s akin to 
thobC del nil ed 
■cj^.\ in connection 

' with ihc arift- 
tocratic ono 
dcscriliod in 

•;) Cli.Tiitpr Five, 

every woy ft 
■'t broader and 
mrongcr ty|ie 
of a very numerous d.iws wo at onoo recognize its ohkims 
to a pliico in our Pliysiolngy, 

It is situate in n street north of Coral (no matter for 
its name)— one of tlioso which intersect liroadH-ny, tlio 
"blocks adjncent to uliirh nre more slylislily built thnn 
those farther on, where they degenerate inio verj- com- 
. mon.plnre snri mean-looking tenements, Oiir present 
. Hoard infr-llonso stands on debatnhlo fn^und, between tlie 
jnni^ion of these cxtrcme^ and is a pbin brick buildinfr. 
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wUch migbt be rendorod brighter nn<1 olcaner-looking by 

■n applicatioD of the ptunt-bnuh. Hire. has oocu- 

piod it Ibr twenty years— sinoe the death of her second 
hiub&nd. 

fiho is a krgo womui, with a full &ce, a hooky nose, 
)U)d ^leoalative eye, like a Jewish version of Mrs. Trul- 
lopo's Wiiloui Samaby. Her 
nose, indcc<I, is in such undetiir- 
able propinquity to her cliin as to 
Bct one invoiiinlnrily cogilnting 
^^^ whether her detiinct husbands 

^^*^ty ^^^ ^^ ever kissed her, and if so, liow Ihcy 
managed it. She generally ap- 
pears in a hideous, cop|>eras-color- 
cd gown, without any thing white 
about her neck, and a black wig. 
Id oonrersation she is cliatty and obsequious — especially if 
jroa are an eligible young man in search of board. Single 
lodgen preponderate in her Establishment, of which her 
danghters constitate tho main feature and attraction. 

These yoong ladies are three in number, of the respect' 
IVo agoa of tliirtj*, twenty-five, and gixtocti, the elder 
being the riesnit of tho first iDorriage. All three appear 
exoesnTety afihble, amiable and approachable, and it is .. 
your own fanlt if they do not speedily become affectionate 
also. At they bare not the finetw and dashing aasump- 
tioo of patrician breeding charactcriaing the ladiea of 
the Aristocratic Boarding-Hooso Where yon Don't get 
enongh to Eat, they make bolder advances, and play a 
ooaraer game generally. Like them, however, each ban 
ber iieeoliai rd/e, 'and though quite a penny rtU in oom- 
pariion with those of the brilliant misRea described in 
. Ch^qAer Five, contrives to carry it ont with that vigor of 
whioh only a woman in quest of a husband is capable. 
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Admitted into whot Mrs. terms their " pleawuil 

social circle," yon are, in the phrase of Inai)color Uueket 
of BUttk House, " reckoned up" in a twinkling, and, ac- 
cordio" to your itliosynciiicy, rooilo over as a lawful waif 
and stray to one of the lliroe young hkdies. They may bo 
thus discriminated. - No. 1. Poetia and strong-minded, 
the last quality subject to modification according to tho 
humor of the destined victim. No. 2. lidigious. No. 3. 
GuHbing and cxubcranL One would Buppose that each of 
them had studied Phrenology at our friends Fowler and 
Welb', and there formed different estimates of the thick- 
new of the masculine skull over various org.-ins; No. 1 de- 
termining on reaching the brain through J^rmiiou nnU _ 
Jthatiti/, No. 2 attacking Veneration, and No. 3 AnuUiet' 

"Each, then, and in dubious coses, all together, nnmask 
nil tlieir batteries of fascination to reduce tho SIolokolT 
of your bachelor heart to capitulation. No, 1 listens with 
grave attention to your rcmniks, and is surpriningly of 
jour opinion on politics, literature, and fashion — though 
for the latter she cares but little, despising all "frivoli- 
tics." She supports you in argument, even to tlio citciit 
of hinting prelly broadly to your opponents that they < 
aro ill-bred, and know nothing uf what they 're talking 
about. She thinks women ought to have the privilege of 
voting, and " knows somebody" (with a comer-of-thc-cyo 
glance at you) "who «/<«'</ send to Congress — if she could, 
but won't tell who for tlio world." 8ho believes strongly 
in Alexander Smith's Lift Dri'iiw, aid tikes to get you 
to read Byron aloud— but, of course, is entirely nn- 
acqualnted with Hon Jiian, though, singularly enou^, 
the volume (her property) always opens at that naughty 
)M>em. And when, en one occasion, your copy of Walt 
Whitman's Leave* of Gran* disappeared for three whole 
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dnjB, the it wai who brought it to yoa, hftving discoTercil 
it behind iho Bota, inhere it had unaccountably slipped. 

ITj'ouitre a mildly-developed young man witli religious 
prtcliritiei, beware of No. 2. She tenches &t Sunday- 
kIkmI, and belongs to a society which inatigatet lady- 
brignnda to wait upoa down-town merchants, editors, and 
bnaineM men generally, in their offices, there to aolicit 
aubecnptions for an impracticable charity. She is a 
dturch member, and will denoonce the SeAottitche or 
German on tbe smoUcBt provocation. It is rumored that 
■Its carries in her bosom the miniature daguerreotype of a 
gentleman Mudyiiig for the miniBtry, together with a 
Mnall theological pamphlet bearing the title of " Milk for 
Babes," All burlesque phrases apphed to aught that may 
be npposed serious — such aa the over-quoted drollery of 
"Harp of a Thousand Strings" — shoclc her ineipressibly. 
And an artist-boardor once incurred her lasting displeas- 
nrc, when requested to sketch Uosea in the bulrushes for 
her album, by defnoting a terrified Jew peddler between 
two rmhiDg uiinali of tho bovine species. 
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Vo. 3 is at once tbe belle and boart of the litabliKli- 
nicnl, being both prettier and younger, and therefore 
Dioro attractive, than her sisters. She is an arch coquette, 
and, like most co([Hctte8, soinctimcs ventures very £tr iit 
flirtation, and is most accessible to the more daring of licr 
ndtnircrfl. She prefers a game of roii\)is or blind man's 
liuiT to bocks or conversation, and, in tho latter sport, it 
ia delightful to see her dart iuto corners to avoid your 
outstretched' arms, uttering the most musical of little 
shrieks all the time until caught — when s)io vows it's 
" not fair," and that she will retaliate. And be sure, if 
her endeavors bo successful, that she will pull your whis- 
kers and feel your moustache in order to identify you. 

Some characteristics tho ladies possess i 
They are equally partial to moonliplit walks on si 
evenings, to sitting at the open windows before tlic lamp 
is lit, and to lingering on the doorBtc|i^all in company 
with the gentlemen, who nre kindly permitted to smoke 
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on thew occasions Sometimes \o 3 condescenda to 
icnite a cigar for some favored boarder and even to ap- 
ply her own rosy Up io the name retummg it with mneU 
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eooghing and the MMrtion thit ilis "qnito likea it." 
tXpoD whidi,if jonrotnnrk that it ■■ liko getUng k Ium by 
dqpBt;, iba bU{m yon, longht, nnd ihdb kway, hat luwiU- 
lig to riifc hnrttDg joar foelinf^ hjr tho appfeheamon of 
her diqileMiire, oomea back again almost immediately. 
W« hAT« knoirn her to be Icissed in the poMoge, and to 
take it T017 qnietlj. Bat nich bdulgeooaa, as jon will 
prohablj find, almoat invambi/ precipitate a matrimoniol 
aigj^omeDt, which will be broken in a month hf the 
diaeorery that othen have enjoyed, are enjoying, or may 
enjoy, tiie Mnu priTilegce. No. 8 lus jilted more nrainB 
thm yon can oonnt apon yonr ten fingen, and that too 
entirdy in deferenoe to mamma and the almighty doHar. 

A tborongbgnng Old Soldier ii Mrs. 1 She leta 

BO opportnnity of praiong " her dear girla" escape her. 
8ho wooden bow any one can be inaeiwible to thrir 
dnnna ot mind and penon. They are to good, to amia> 
ble, to dotiful, to indnatrions, that ihe don't know bow 
rito dull ever make np her mind to part with them. Ho ■ 
who vini either will indeed gain a treasnre, and most 
himinlf be a paragon — the model and quintenence of 
•very manly rirtoo ere he obtains Aer consent. Notwith- 
•taa&g whidi, wo onoe overheard her tell No. 1 that ahe 
waa "real aok of her," and wished to- — that "somo' 
Aofq^a Jfin" wonld take her off A«r hands. It made 
• great impreanon npon ni at the time. 

If yon are sappoaed to entertain a lendnta* toward No. 
1, yon learn at the tea4able that " that delidona oake" is 
of Aarmaking; an admirer of No. 8 ia privately infbnncd 
that aA« <lotheaihalf the poor oUldren In the ward ; while 
1X0. t eota ont her own dreaaes, and isDt "anch amad- 
eap as abe Beams," bnt win sober down into a "moat ex- 
aalkst, aflbetfc wa te, warm-hearted girl" All of which 
jOKii^bafianorBot; hot if yon Inline to the bri^ 
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side of the pietore, we sbonld nt advise yon to darken it 
by looking very closely into tbo landlady's fiice. For it is 
ominonaly siiggeetire of what " tho girls" mar/ look like 
in adranoed life. We have known a budding offer fbr 
No. 3 blighted by this simple drcnmatanco. 

Not content with tho matrimonial opportunitiea affordeit 
to them by thdr mother's Establishment — which may bo 
looked apon as a hymeneal man-trap — the young ladies 
occarionally try elsewhere for victims— even at the risk of 
meotmg viclimixen. There are stories afloat among the 
more knowmg boarders, of " tbe girls" having anawerwl 
matrimonial odvertiscmente, and we can depose to tbo 
&ot that when tho Pkjift correspondence got into tlie 
papers Nor. 2 and 3 were singularly agitated. AH three 
will admit that they have boen to Madame Morrou'a to 
have their fortunes told— if not to other " Witches of New 
York," also. But then ten timea the wit and hnmor of 
oiir &iend "Doestioka" wonld hardly snflice to keep " yonng 
ladies" away flrom such places. 

'Whether they set in concert on a common understand- 
ing, or carry on tbe war, individually, each on Iicr own 
hook, wo never wero able to ascertain. Certainly ibey 
appear to livo in remarkable nnonimity, and if aqiubbica 
occur, tho Napoleonic axiom of washuig dirty linen at 
borne ia atrictly ob«orvod. Even on rather provoking or- 
canons— auch as tho discovery of one sister in tho cham- 
ber of a boarder presumably devoted to the intmding 
party — no loaa of temper has resulted. They twine arms 
rouid one another's waists in the sweetest sisterly &sbion, 
talk nwbilo with yon, and presently skip away, leaving 
yon pntaled, enchanted, or amused, according to your 
temperament. 

We have liUle to say of the diet of this Establishment, 
or of individual boarders ; the former ia but tndiffercBt, 
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UiQ lutar (u hu olrcadj been observed) conaiBting;, gen- 
ermlly, of young men — who do not Uop long, VetUa^n 
tlia_joaiig ladiM nttber cvar<lo the Art of FaioiuatioD ; 
peifa^M the proqioot of moh * motbeMii-lBtr t«ni5es t(w 
gMrtlaiMn. Anj way, Ifoa. 1, S, and a, cxmtiiUM onmar- 
liod. Wa iboiild nH wonder if the younger mtar finally 
cSbetad it, and take thii opportunity to adviM her ftture 
boaiMad to immediataly emigrata wHli bii bride to Gall- 
ftnia, to duDge hia name, and repudiate all eonneetion 
witk Ua iriA^ rdatlTea. FtdknriDg thk oouiMel he may 
MMd I ckasea of h^pfaiflN. 




CHAPTER XIII 



THK CUXAF UOTKL BOABDIXa-UOUOK 




N one of those bnnncaa-liko 
tfaorougbfarcs wliich ore 
peculiarly charoctcnBtic of 
the lower part of Now York 
— whoeo dualcy red atom 
have iron Bhuttcm, and the 
naiuoa of tlicir occajmnta 
painted up in black letters 
ujNtn a wliito ground — 
whoso sidewalks are perpet- 
ually btockadcd by boles, 
barrels, and boxes — where 
the pedestrian's progress is 
rendered perilous by tlio 
transit, on $lcid; of un- 
wieldy merchoodiso from 
cart to store, or vic« tierao— where, throughout the week, 
wholesttlo tnUBo reigns, and which, on 8unday^ baa a 
very funereal and doad-wall aspect— is aliugc, seven-story, 
comer bnildinjr, bearing its dcsignotion in proiwrtionate 
letters. It is at once a cheap Hotel and Boarding-Housn. 
A showy bar-room, fiiniished with the oanal amoent of 
plato-glaas, many-colored liqnon, dgar-boxea, eto, ooen* 
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picf the front of the lower rtory. Here, when there are 
but few ouatomers, » portlf Gonnai), of boido eighteen 
ittone weigbl, moy bo seen reclining in an arm-cbair, half 
amhop, jet, with the inBtinctive vigihuice of » landlord, 
keeping one eye open. lie is wide svftke enongh of ovcii- 
ingi,andofalleveningiin the week, that of Saturday. Drop 
it) tlien, 7011 will find him the centor of a busy scene, and 
ready to take drinkg, nuccenivcly, wilh evory iiidiTidual 
member of amotley and miscellaneous crowd there assem- 
bled. Boarders paj up, for the preceding week, at this 
period, and much mirth, but more noise, is in progress 
everywhere. Men clnst«ring in front of the bar; men sit- 
ting, spitting, drinking and smoking round the stove (if 
in winter), men bending over the bagatelle-table at one 
end of tho room, men ourmng, qnarrcling, or striking the 
table at Cftrds, and men engaged in the quieter games of 
checkers or dominoes, A fog of tobacco-amoko, and a 
perfect Babel of clamor prevails, the language used being 
as various as the speakers, but, as may bo guessed, the 
"rich Irish brogue" which General Scott found ho charm- 
ing while on his prenidential canvass, b predominant 

Host of the boarders — the house ocoommodates upward * 
of eighty on the average (sometimes more) — are laboring 
men, having employment in adjacent wholesale stores,, 
abont wlmrls, etc. It is, by express rule, a bachelor Es- 
tablishment. A Btftir^^se, rather dirtier than tho middle 
of a street on a rainy day, gives access to the upper por- 
taoB of the honm, which is divided into innomerablo 
noaia, otdittenat itgnet of mallneai, some containing 
three bed*, the nuijority jxoLj one. They are plainly 
Amndwd, and ilfidifferently mpplied with water, but one 
mnt being aUowed to each ehauber. The Mrrants, va- 
Ska Arfr nUNter and m jatw , are Irish, bnt have dwelt 
A kaf (■ tb* MtibBJiment m to have baaama eompw*- 



tivcly Germanized, and one of them— a charficter in her 
way — can talk DeuUcJie like any native-bom Teuton. 
They are mostly ugly givXa, of squat figure, very gooil- 
humored, slatternly, and 11 illustrious. 

When tho dinner-bell riiigii — at noon precisely— there 'a 
a rush of men from the bar-room to a largo ninrtmcnt im- 
mediately over it— (occasionally used for public meetitifr*, 
clubs, etc) Every body helps himwlf at Ubic, ami, cuusid- 
oring tho limited spoce afforded for elbow-movcmcnt, tho 
meal is disposed of in amiraculously short sjiace — about ten 
minutes aufUcing to " get through" with it. Quantity rather 
than quality is looked for ot the hands of tlio caterers, 
and tliuy do their best to satisfy this expectation. Colos- 
sal joiuts of coarse meats alrcaily cat into slices, pjTamids 
of potJUoes, swamps of squash, and acres of collopscd ciili- 
liagcs — all having received extreme unction in liquid 
grease— disappear as raindly OS if each boarder had mode 
a private amingcraont with Nature for n perfectly unlim- 
ited supply of gastric juice. A company of ostriches, 
dining on flat-irons, a la maUrv d'l Ol t, horac-shoos, au 
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grtUin, and tca-pemiy noils eoj^fiture, conld not bo Ifxn 
iipprebennve of indigesUon. The acknowledged mode of 
proceeding appeon to be Kizing upoo the dish placed 
boSire yon, and "-going into" it without wasting time by 
looking for other oondimenti than those at hand. Veal 
preponderates over other moats — why, we don't know. 
Sundays aru celebrated by sumptuouH banqueU of strong- 
ty-soented luun and oyster-soups — which last are provoco- 
tive of much emulation. For the bivalves, in addition to 
Ixang of dwarfish and withered aspect, arc so few in 
number that you might fauay them swimming round tlio 
tureen in disconsolate scorchfor ope another, and happy 
to be brought into companionship by tho first dip of ili» 
■noeeMftd boarder's spoon. On Sundays, too, a little 
more leisure is TOncbsafed to the meal— it is not disposed 
of under fifteen miontca. But if you come iu later, only 
a chaos of fragments, bones, and oold vegetables, awaits 
you, 

Tho landlady, her danghter, and the servants, wait nt 
tnblew The first is a spare bttle woman, very active and 
aliro to the main ohanoe — so much so, indeed, that wa 
have heard it asserted by one of her boarders, that she 
"would sldn a flea for the hide and tallow." Dut this 
wo incline to regard as a mere poetic figure of speech, as ' 
the few fleaa in her esUblishmcnt, so &r from being 
flayed, are generoosly allowed to puncture tbeskiosof tho 
boarders. One thing is unanimously admitted, that Hi-s. 

ia always very kmd wton a boarder is rick. On the 

whole she is popular, and deservedly so. The lodge™ 
are roo^, careless, hard-working men, but generally 
good-humored ahd kmdly, and, like most persons in 
linnble life, always willing to assist one another when oo- 
caMon eaOs for it, 

llia. 's danghter is a yonng lady of eighteen, pos- 



noising fiishionablo aspii'ations, and mncli admired by the 
good-looking young men boarders. She a|)pears in great 
i<|ilcDdor at the j/earl</ balU — for balls arc got up at our 
Cheap Hotel Bonrding-I louse — the boarders Nubscribiii-; 
for a bond, inviting their lady-fricnils and relations, doing 
every thing complete and proper, and keeping it uji, tui<, 
just for all the world na though they lived in the P'iliU 
Avenue, and owned — networked in — down-loivn elorcB. ' 
And wo don't know but that they enjoy thcniaelvCB (juito 
as much OS richer folks — pcrliajw more, as such entertain- 
niciils are of less freijucnt occurrence with them, anil 
therefore more keenly appreciated. Any way we are 
sure that the big room over the Iwr preacnta a ple.i. 
sonter appearance when occupied by some two hundi'i'il 
couples, gayly gyrating in the SeliottUcht or Polk-n, 
than when thronged by a mob of heated, brawling, Ibiil- 
mouthcd, rowdy politiciaiiB. IVo liiivc seen it under both 
aK[iects,and ought to know. (Our Clienp Hotel lloarding- 
IIoiiBO is quite the " lleodqimrtcrs" of the down-town 
Democracy during popular Elections. Wo should n't 
advise any body to try and vote any ticket but that 
liu-ored by tho untcrrilicd, in the immediate vicinity.) 

For our portly landlord, he is a prosperous man, aiid 
apparently gets rich and stout in proportion as he grows 
older — wherefore we see no reason why lie should n'l 
rival the wealth of Astor and the bulk of FalNtaff. V*'a 
believe him to be a good fcllow — as an act of Samariiaii- 
Blii)), peribrmed toward a rick cirpenler, may tcslify. 
Ho kept the man at his own cost rather than send him 
to a hospital, and subsequently advanced the money to 
bury him. Yet a parting word of censure. Perhaps 
some of his boarders might hold their hard-earned dol- 
lars more closely but for the oxistenco of his bar, and 
■ta facilities for drinking and cord-playing. We have 
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hoard of oum in which tb« lattor hM 011I7 been ■Imd- 
doned in Um hsmom to bo reooauneiioed in Uw »p«rt- 
neot of ooa of Uw gamblen, there to be oooUnned until 
the roqr milo of a new-barn daj tit np the opponte hoium 
top^ and reprowdwd the haggnrd-fluwd Tie^na toe thnr 
deeearHiou of the paooefiJ night. And thoagfa oar Cbe^i 
Hotel Boordfaift'Honee be oondneted h deoentljr m im 
[lowlble, w« vn jet haej n better home ibr wodang-oun 
IhM m lum jMt deMiibed. 




CHAPTER XIV. 



■ WllKUi nut LAXDkU>T OBIKKS. 



B once hod thrcu 

nvclu oxpcncDco 

of an Estobbd mcnt 

^ «lieh can o ly bo 

1.V ngl tij ducnmmatvd 

hy tho alio titlo 

It hapjMiDcd 111 
eontequcnco of * 
dungc of d] nnsty a 
our tl en Bonrd ng 
House Wo Wero 
nado over n co 
pany oitl a 1 ouie-fuU 
of fellow T ctims, to 
n new lundlwly tl 
fbnaer— « handeome Kcntackian — re) nquiol ng tl o biwi 
nCM fer pnrate hfs. The tenement was a iiNicioua, old 
fiuluonod one, in a street aonth of Canal, rantiuig wcrt- 
word from Broodwmy. It had been admimbly niioil 
under the former propriotorahip. Uow we &red with tli« 
new, we shall [miaeed to relate. 

Hn. — waa a woman of fifty, with a fliuhcd ooun- 
tenanoB, a nnee like a bnlboM atrawbeny whidi had been 
left ovt in the lain eo kng that tho o(rior had got partially 
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washed oat of it ; and a rhcumatio hasband, of feeblo in- 
tellect and demeanor. His occupations seemed confined 
to befogging himself with yesterday's newspapers, open- 
ing the streei4oor upon unnecessary occadons, getting in 
tho way of the servants when they laid the dinner, and 
JQstiiyiiig the appearance of that meal when served bo- 
Ibro or behbd the proper honr, by the production of a 
krge sihrer chronometer, the veracity of which it was im- 
piety to question. His lady's pecuUarities, however, can 
not be dismissed so eaaly. 

The lessee of a Boarding-Honse succeeding a popnbr 
predeoessor is likely to be very closely scrutinized by her 
lodgers. They are apt to be suspicious of deteriorations 
in diet and other alterations for the worse; and, if any 
peg to hang oomplaints upon be discoverable, the new 
hmdlady will soon find abundant illustration of the truth 
of the copy-book proverb, that ** Comparisons are Odious.** 
In the present instance, the boarders had good reason for 
grombling. 

Tnstitad of the palatable soup heretofore initiative of din- 
ner, a liquid abomination apparently derived from boiling 
dish-clouts in equal proportions of dripping and' water, 
and subsequently flavoring with cayenne pepper and salt, 
was substituted. In place of goodly joints of boiled, and 
baked {roa$i is unknown in aix Bos^ing-Houscs), we en- 
tered upon an interminable prospect of over-cooked pork 
—that Mimtieiir T<m§an of Boarding-House tables. Cof- 
fee became dondier, tea of a more delicately remnous 
hue, sugar grittier, milk more calcareous. Ush of evil 
odor qipeared. Hashes and stews began to preponderate 
over substantial ^ea. Every thing culinary was subject 
to the disroalnst deterioration. Added, to which our 
'laodlady*ft behavior, aft table» b^gan to be very eztcaordi- 



Vl! 

<1 



• /I 






She came to dinner with a vefy rod face, and a curiously 
hazy appearance about tlio eyes, accompanied by a sort of 
spasmodic wink. Her conduct while presiding was singular 
and disconcerting. She assisted the boarders to food in an 
arbitrary and inconsistent manner, heaping some plates to 
' an extent sufficient to satisfy the appetite of a hungry giant, 
while others received no more tlian could liave been easily 
disposed of by a full-grown canary. When their return 
hinted dissatisfaction at these proceedings, she reversed 
her blunder, indulging at the some time in a confused and 
hiccupy monologue about ^people not knowing what 
they wanted.*' Her carving was odd, and productive of 
strangely-shaped wedges of meat. She used the big knife 
and fork in a very startling manner. We have seen her 
eat her own dinner with these utensils, subsequently wi|>- 
ing them on her sleeve. 

Furthermore, she occasionally evinced a preternatural 
liveliness,. and made wild dashes at conversation, address- 
ing remarks about the weather to boarders at the remote 
end of the table, or violently requesting their approbation 
of the dinner. Frequently, too, she became impressed 
with the singular notion that certain individuals were (bnd 
of particular dishes, and, especially, that her husband 
liked becms. There was a peculmrly disagreeable kind of 
them (which tasted like something between bees-wax and 
bitter aloes, and always got harder by boiling) prevalent 

nt meals, and in spite of Mr. 's feeble disclaimations, 

his lady wotdd fiivor him with immense quantities, heap- 
ing them on his plate with her own fiur hand, olso sending 
the servants, with dishes full of the obnoxious vegetables, 
to him. Once we saw/otir of these in firont of the un- 
happy gentleman. 

During these rather eccentric proceedings on the part 
of our landlady, a corpulent, puffy-iaood boarder, who in- 
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r*riabl;r at od hor lefl hand, gradually emerged into no- 
tice u pre-emiuuntly dUtingaishcil by Iilt f&vor. They 
teughod md talked together b good ded, and M length 
pTOce«ded to what might be tenned oniithological en- 
doarmentA, such as efurpinff, and calling one another 
'^Dideey" and even reciprocating chuckings nnder the 
cbla. Thia boarder hod mode hia appearance in the honM 
in company with his £ur friend and her huiiband, and was, 
we proiunie, an old acquaintance. Whispers circulated 
that he owned a nnan groggcry, and took the rent out in 
■piriU, which he and the landlady drank together. We 
incline to credence in thit Btatenient. 

OrcourBO,theaei)couliaritic8orcoi)duct attracted consid- 
erable attention on the part of tlio boardcra. Many were 
amiued, lome scondaliccd, and a few diiigiistrd. Our land- * 
lady's eccentricitice took other Dut-oMhe-U'iiy to rmfi, t)CHiiIca 
thaw onnmcratcd. There was a certain Frenchman, who, . 
haling only l)cen fifteen years in this country, of ooursc, 
didn't understand the language, and to hira, cicluaively, 

Mrs. once choao to adJrcu her conversation for 

tiiree successive day% over the dinnor-tablo. She colled 
lum Moo-too, talked horribly dislocated English, stnilcl, 
and winked, and was, in n word, so distressingly attentive 
that the poor foreigner presently hit upon the idea thlit 
he was being ridiculed, confined himself to Ills room, bad 
his meals bronght up to Lira, dwelt in an atmosphere of 
dgiwttta and nnmode beds (he used to shriek at the 
Hrvant if she opened the window) till his week was u]), 
■tid then Ictl, Which incident brings ns to his successor, 
who >nbscqn«ntly became a prominent character ui the 
EatablishmeDtl 

Oooopying the adjoining apartment, wo wore a littlo 
■nrprised on Uie morning nfter his arrival by his manner 
of drcwing ; which, ajiparently, conssted in putting on a 



IKiir of creaking boots, uolking about in thorn for Lulf n.i 
hour, and then going through various gymnastic peribrin- 
onces over choirs, accouiiwuiicd by Uvely imitations of tim 
cri«t of an entire menagciic Subsequently, wlan we be- 
come nciiuiintcd with l.irn, he cjLplaiued tl.cso prweedings 
as iKiing resorted to for tlio hinlilifij development of 
lungs and limbs, and told us his history. lie was a down- 
co^t Yankee, had traveled over three fouKbs of the giolH,; 
and tned on infinite variety of avocations including prac- 
lico of the law, dri<ing mi omnibus |>cddling rtovcs,cdit. 
nig a new«i«.per, selling patent mcUrines, officiating n 
Herk m a dry-goods atorc, as Montiiin j.readicr, anil 
liagucrreJan artist, with much mom th.in wo eon rcnicm- 
1>cr or clironiele. lie hod just tl.cu returned from Cali- 
fornia, with Eomo money, and the resolve to get ni> a biir 
l«normna of tlio whole of the United States «. /Ae «,,fc 
</ om fool to ceery mile. Tliis inlrntion he prepared to 
"put through" by jKipcring up the lower window of tlio 
Mtio (it bad n north light), pnrehasLi" 
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nriaUr nt OD her left bond, gndiullr emerged iuta no- 
tioe M pra-enuneDtly distiDgniahed by ber &roT. Tbey 
lHghod_uid Ulked togother a good dual, and at l«ngUi 
pnMMded to what might be termed omitbologiod on- 
dearmciiU, mch ■■ chirping, and caUing one anotfacr 
'*J>idtqf," nod eron reeiprocatbig clmokmgB nnder the 
nhiii. rniii boarder had made hia appearance m the house 
h eompony with his fiiir fiiend and her hwband, and was, 
we pmome, an old aoqauntanoe. Whiipen drcnlated 
that ho owned a Knall groggor?, and took the rent out in 
(pirita, whioh ho and the landbid; drank together. W« 
inoUno to ercdenco in that statement. 

Orooiirie,tlieaa peculiaritiei of conduct attracted oonaid. 
erable attention on the part of the boarders, Utioy were 
amuBod, some scandalised, and n few disgurtcd. Onrhuid- 
ladT^seooentridtios took other ont^'-tho-way form^ besides 
thoM ennmorated. lliere was a certain Frenchman, wlio, 
bBTtng oolj boon fifteen years in this coimtry, of oonrsc, 
did n't nndcTstand the longoago, and to him, cxcWvely, 
Urs, ■ — once diose to nddrcss hor conrerMition for 
three sncocaMve days,, over the dinner-table. She cnlli'd 
him JTotMOO, talked horribly dislocated Engllih, smitcil, 
and winked, and was, in a word, so distresmngly attentive 
that the poor foreigner presently hit npon the Idea that 
bs was being ridiculed, confined himself to his room, had 
his meals thought up to him, dwelt in an stmoephcre of 
dganUet and nnmade beds (he nsed to shriek at the 
■ervant if she opened the window) till bis week was up, 
and then loft WUoh incident brings ot to his sncccmor, 
who BBfaaeqnentiy became a pronunent chaiacter in the 



Oeeopying the a^lofailng apartment, we were a little 
■arprised on the morning after hia arriTal by his mannor 
of dicing I whii^ (fiiiarantly. consisted in potting on a 
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pair of creaking boots, walking nboutin thcin for half nn 
liDur, and then going tlirougl) various gyniiiostic perform- 
anocs over clioini, aceouiimiiied by lively iinititllons of tliu 
erics of on entire menagerie. Subeequcntly, wlicn we bc- 
cnmo occiunintod mtli him, ho explained tlicse proceedings 
ns being rcKortcd to for the litnltUrul development at' 
lungs and limbs, and told us bis liistury. He wns a down- 
cast Yankee, hod tmvcled over tlirco fourths of the glulio, 
nnd tried on infinite variety of avocationii, including |inuj- 
tico of the law, driving on omnibai, peddling stoves, edit- 
ing n nowKjKipcr, selling patent metlicines, ofliciatiiig na 
I'lurk in n dry-goods More, US tlonnon jircaelicr, anil 
llagucrreian artist, with much nioi'c tlmii wu ran remem- 
ber or chronicle, lie hiul jnst then returned from Call, 
fornii, M'itli soTne iiiorcy onil the resolve to get up O big 
panorama of ton ouofto Un ted States, o litittlo 
f one /oot o erery tnile Tl s n n on 1 o p cpa -d o 
pnt tl ren,, b} p |>c g ) tl e lo r w ndow of tl o 
attic ( t had a north 1 „ t) pnrcl -um^ an unmenso roll 




of euTM, Mreral wlilto-md brunluM, tui<l bnoket^a of 
INunt, and & barrel of tnrpontiuii. Abo ho onltiratod tlio 
koqoutiUiwtt t^ utMta, QUO of whom omunented tho 
whole Mdo of the room with n gbostlj' cartoon peraon- 
ating Cbcdera u a gigantio, dwnooued ekeIot<m, firing at 
the ^Mctotor with oitondcd amu, which m> opptUtod the 
■ormnti (it wu during tho proralenoo of the poatiloooe 
in 1610) tlut oomploint wna carried to tho landlady. She 
had the room white-wnahed, but with indifferent effect, 
tar the plaster bdng bid on bnt aparinglri tlie flgore atill 
loomed op^ awflillj, beneath it. 

Onr ndghbor, in pnraiianca of hia panorama project, 
finmd it neoeasarj to decorate his room with all eorts of 
print! firom newapapon, booki, megacoca, etc, in the 
ahort apaoe of a wodi converting tlie lidoa of the ^wrt- 
mont into an oxtomporanoous picturo^gaUer^. Moreover 
he took to hoojixig aniitaala, Uid brought home a ooaple 
of monkeyi and a bull-terrier, Thcae, howoror, he did 
not aoooeed in domoiticatiiig. After a combined attack . 
npoD a atont Iriah ehiunbomiaid, in which one of tho 
monkeya aprong npon bor ahouldcra, while the terrier 
idled her by tbe anole — from wliich ho waa with diffloult j 
detadied— onr friend gave ep bia pota, and, aubaeqnentlf , 
tbe dog Ut one of )ua oompanioDa' heads off 

Tlwae proeeedings, and a habit of sliding down aturs 
oa tbe hand^vil, brooght onr neighbor into antagonian^ 
with the badbdjr. He receired notice to quit. Conaid- 
oring himadf an aggriered pcnon, hia Inst week's sojonm 
waa eapMblly doroted to tho development of Urs. — ~Js 
peeoliar weakneas. He produood bottloa of diampogne at 
dinner, and indoood her and the pufl^-boad boarder ta 
partake of more than was good for them— a highly vn- 
r proceeding. He stroTe to draw tbom out in 
, addreaiing them in lengthy and flowery 
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■pooohes; frequently— when they were very far ffone—nt 
a fearfully incongraoua and nonscnMual deacription. 

Aa thoa: he would ask iln. , i„ aporicoily gmvo 

manner, whether the waa awaro tlial AU tho World was 
Sad and Dreary every whoiw ho Roamed, and tliat Ot 
Darkies, bow His Heart grew Weary, now that Forty- 
Nino Right-Anglod Triangles had ooinl.incd with riwH- 
phate of Kcklod Salmon to derango Uio Equilibrium of 
the Trope of Capricorn I at which die would smile and 
look edified. The effeet on the other boarders may bo 



■ Nor that only. Ho was suspected of much more. Of 
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fautigatiDg colored females of diareputablo oppearancc lo 
ooll for the puffy-faced boarder during; liia abscDco, and 
tnitniGtuig them to leave inaultingly fiuniliar mcefagcs 
aboDt wuituig him to come round to I'ele'a on the Pointi 
**4a there wns gwioe to be a h<^." Of getting a heavy 
box oontiuning BCvend briclni and a dead cat forwarded, 
from Boston, to the Inudlndy, per express, carriage un- 

iwid. And, also, of offering, per letter, b Mrs. 's 

niunn, to adopt adverUscd babies, retjnesting their owners 
to bring tliem to her rcfridenee (at dinner time) for tlio 
pnrposc of inspection. We Iiave seen three women sitting 
together in the front parlor, each with a baby and an 
cpifltio pnrporUng to be from our landlady— describing 
herself as "a oliildlesa widow." Bat, perhaps, a still more 
iinJuiitiGable trick colobratod this unsompulons boarder's 
flcpnrture, 

BIo«t readers are aware tliat all vendors of pntcnt 
medieincs, and snch nrticlca as appeal to tho infirmities 
of mankind are eager for testimonials of cure — espccwlly 
when authorincd to publish them. This fact our expelled 
neighbor availed himself of. lie UToto — again io Mrs, 

'• name — to upward of a score of well-known nos- 

tnim'mongers, graciously intimating that they might mako. 
what use they pleased with the communications. Next 
week's Sunday papers contained accoimta how our land- 
lady had been ofliieted with ever; conceivable malady that 
flo»h >■ heir to, oven from her earliest years to the time that 

•ho obtained oonTalcscenco from 's pills, balsam, bitters, 

trusses, etc., etc.— ^ta tho case might bo. There were even 
tcsUmoniala in regard to an admirably serviceable wooden 
log, and enlogioms of a Broadway perruTuter in grateful 
acknowledgment of his ungaent having clothed " a totally 
denuded sradp" with flowing ringlet*. Our landlady^ fhry 
that raonung was fearful to look upon. 



the victuals, wavlnJd um in .!,„ bl.iflplieming 

wore very few Knn,,i " e uio so. Tliero 
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,- ins i« a BmidlUh, fooMWrica 

^ edifice b ft wiao rtreet, dos- 

tinod ero long to form a 

thoroagh&re only MWnd 

in buMDCM importanca W 

BroadwiiT— '^*' '*°"'' "*" *" . 
partic«lariMU™o«.cl««ly. 

--p^ LikoiW Dcighbors, ilbMft 



attcnipU at juvenility. Slio is eiicli a little vonian jmi 
would, inevitably, uniior-rcclcoii.licr age. Were you im- 
gallant enough to aslt it, die would Biini>cr n good ilc.il 
and toll you to guess. Probably sbo i^ midiray between 
thirty and forty. 

Her Establishment i» not a largo one, and pretty well 
dieted, its laults lying chiefly on the sido of iinclcnnliiiess. 
The littlo widow bcatowa m mnch tiino on her own jur- 
Bonal adornment, that she hasn't nny to iK'Votclolhc 
nicer details of housc-kccgiing. Hut wo hnve already de- 
Bcribc'd a Dirty Boarding.IIou»c par exceUaice and Blinll 
saynomoro on that head. The [ircsent E-sIabliahmcnt do- 
roands our attention in consc<iiicncc of the peculiar relo- 
tiona which, in our lime, existed between the liuidlady 
and certiun of her boarders — es|>ecially one, lie was a 
Pet Boarikr. Vfe havo incidentally alluded to thin ob- 
noxious species before. It was hero that we fint leamcil 
tho extent of the power soroctimcs exercised by them. 

He — tho Pet — was n heavy-looking man of fifty, with a 
countcnaneo resembling an ngly rhinoceros, black hair, 
si|uaro face, and nullcn jihyMognomy. Tlio boarders said 
he'd been an overseer — or, as Ihcy termed it, tlavt^rioer — 
down South, and there wcro whisi)erH that ho got hit 
living in New York at tho gaming Uible. Tliis might, or 
might not, have been true, but lie certainly appeared to 
have no ostensible avocatiou, and came homo at all sorts 
of unexpected hours of tho day and night. Ordinarily, 
when in presence of other boarders, ho manifested great 
taciturnity— being well an-arc that thoy hated hiu — but 
would relax toward new arrivals, who, howercr, always 
went over to the opposition in a week or two— as soon aa 
they fonnd out that ho was a Pet Boarder. 

How it came to pass wo never, thoroughly, understood. 
Certainly not in eonneqncnrr nf his gallantry, prepossess- 
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iog appearance, or nminhaitj of ilisposilion. lie was ill- 
bred, ill-mannered, and ill-tcmpcred. He never vouoliBofeil 
(at IcMt before others) any wiirteny— not to say indi- 
cation of tendemcsa— toward the landlady. On the con- 
trnrr, ha was generally rude, frequently Bulky, Bomclimoa 
brutal, and otltm mada her cry. And this, we think, gives 
m iho koy to unlock the mystery. 

There is a upocies of spaniel-liko women who aro never 
■o li:tppy as when ill-uwd. Wo only utoto tho fact, w illi- 
ont endeavoring to explain lU Perlia|« tliey see in tho 
rctty despot of cvery-day life what ibcy themselves wo>il<l 
be, had thoy conrage — what Ihoy are to still weakur [jer- 
■ona. Apparently extracting a dineased happineea from 
tba oonsdousness of their own abasement, they geem will- 
ing to aeoept, with slavish grnlitiidc, ftomo churlishly, 
granted favor as aqiilttancc in full for amonlii'a brutality. 
Of thia order was oar litllo lamllady. Other particulars 
evidenced It as well as her peculiar irasitiun toward tho 
Pet Boarder. 

To iiand high in her good graces it was necessary 
cither to get deeply in her debt, or to treat her, on all 
occanoDs, with uniform discoQitcsy and insult. Pay up 
regolarly, you woro but an ordinary, unplcasantly-indo- , 
pendent boarder j get in debt, or lead your landlady a 
dog^ lti&— so to speak — gomoiiraes throwing her a crumb 
of compliment, and you became, in a manner, privileged. 
She depreciated you in privat'?, to be sore, and told every 
body that you owed her money, but she had a secret lik- 
ing fcr you, /or /umng affbrfkd her that pkatiat. 

Boveral embontly gentlemanly boarders,' by adoptmg 
this principle of action, obtained nniformly more of atten- 
Uoft and comfort than oiirwif; and oihcr punctually-payinf; 
Some had boen her debtors for a couple cf 
ore. She was aooustorood to relate th^ pri< 
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vato histories, telling how, when prosperous, they had 
dcseited her's lor more stylish Ituardiug-lluuscs — "Iiit'm 
, wasn't good enough for 'cm then, but they wero always 
glad to come Lack to where they hail credit." For a loii" 
tirno it was supposed that one of tlicso— a good-lookin;; 
young fellow — possessed a place in her afTcctions, as his 
evenings were generally spent in her company and the 
front basement, but this was bt-foro tho advent of the Pet 
proiKjf. We have also a lively recollection of our land- 
lady's emotion on parting with annlher amiable defaulter, 
on the occasion of his going AA'ent. He kissed her, and 
promised to remit his outstanding account in weekly in- 
stallments—which, however, abi-iipily coaxed after the in- 
itial payment. Sie, in conHerjiiencc, took to WTiting Iraig 
and dilTuso letters— which were passed ronud and read 
by tho boarders beforo tranKniission—to Ills employers 
wherein' she requested them lo "ftiam|iion the widow 
and fatherless," and to " stop tl .mt of his wages." Both 
of these boarders were fovoritc-s iu tiicir degree, as wero 
two others who merit jNirtioutur dcKcription, , Wc believe 
thoy paid up punctually, yet succeeded in ill-treating little 

to that crteut necessary to attain her affection. 

One, a small, bushy- whiskered I^ndoncr, partial to 
liilliards, «nd a/ojf town-lifo generally, even maintaineil 
a sort of rivalry with the I'ot. Ilis low, (innint humor, 
and great powers of irritniion, sometimes enabled him to 
prove a perfect Uttio fiend to tho landlady. Ho abbrevi- 
atcd her name in an insulting manner, abused her cook- 
ery, spoke of her defunct husband— of whom a picture 
Imng in tho dining-room— as "that fellow," "that muf," 
cto^ and bribed hor son to watch, defy, and slander his 
mother. This course of conduct naturally endeared him 

to Mn , Ho was invited to visit her in tho front 

bawmont, which courtesy ho would Boomrully reject, pre- 



UO THB puvaioLoor ot 

ferring VDMiUdtcd descents when he tcnae the Pel teat 
fA«rt, and hia own preaence uDilcairablc. Him he would 
** chaff" in m cool, maligDont manner, for houra, atlributing 
the meueit motivci to his desire for the landlady 'a fitv or, 
and goading him, by accuBoUona of parrimoDj, into Bend- 
ing oat fiw oysters and beer, wbich, wheii they arrived, 

1m would nt partake of! Mrs. ■ nsed to fret and 

fidget ofl tfacoo occamons, and sometimes go oat into the 
pMsage to cry, but the Londoner always sot his opponent 
oBt, if he had to remain till one in the morning. 

Speaking of these deUcate little nttcntioiiB, we are re- 
minded of oertain traditions relative to a boarder preced- 
ing oar advent. Mil mode of coercing (and, consequently, ' 

winning the regard of) Mrs. , would appear to havo 

been persistent rcproaoh and crimination of her character. 
He nneeiuangly taunted her about her " paramours," and 
called her "an inefficient man-trap." Once he is said to 
liave greatly distinguished himself by the unprovoked 
mixing-np, mashing, and general demolition of her gastro- 
nomio preporaUons for New Year's day. We are credibly 
Informed that she cooked a special sapper, that night, for 
liiia, in oonscqRence. 

Bat to retnm to our cotemporatics. The other boarder 

qwken of as holding a placo in 3Ira. 's estimation, 

was also an Englislunan, though not a cockney. (The 
parent country happened to be extensively represented in 
lira. ^^B establishment.) Ho was the greatest "swell" 
we have ever enoountcred. He had his hair onrlod and 
•Mated, ^mrted elaborately-embossed shirt-fyonts, frills 
and ruffle*, wore stads, jane, brooohes, rings, and knick- 
kqaeks innumerable, and generally appeared with a rivulet 
of watob-ohain gashing fiom a hortiooltura]]y.embellishcd 
vesL In proannciation he eschewed the letter R, inBtat- 
ing W in its place, which, in ootyonoUon with a boarec 
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voice, :n.d a loud, p„,,i,.g ,.,„g,,_ i„j „ 

lie u«d to swear ut i].„ landlady. You >d »i,.,l hV- 

lean, u the p.,r)or, and be infonned how "11 .'i 

w Ti r T "^'■^'^""^'P. -i e^t you in. . 1 

row. Thu, occurred once, in connection with an arti.U 

over make ,t handsome enough to pk-oso her. Tl.o ^i,. 
iiiiga were great ocoosiona. Little 31 r« «„„i,i ..- 
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Wfl wapp<m no fittls mnnai) in the world ever lud ft 
Imrger ilnre of qiprobativeneaa. ^o expected all thn 
mole boardon to admiro her, and digliked them if thej 
^dnt. Bhe waa Ml of Uttle Jealoiuiea and pettilanoeB, 
wphMHj reaentfU of attoitioiia ghomi to ladf-hoarders, 
■ud addkMd to dandering them in a weak manaer. Siu> 
WM fartolannt of Joonlar omiveraation at taUo, and wonld 
m^fUAj reqoert her boardera "not to talk nonsenBe." 
She h«d a mor« than ftmiDine onriootj abont ererj thing 
Kid wvj bodjr. We dull not eaaily forgot her indigna- 
tioB on om of tho lad74MMrder*B leaving and getting mar- 
Tiod wttboot previoiul]r infonniag her. She aammod a 
WMktM tort of relifpoD, wUch didn't prevent her fVom 
bdag inordinatolr f^, on her own acooimt, and generally 
nndiaritabb in her Judgment of others. And tliia, too, in 
qiila of her own eqnivooal powUon with regard to tbo Pet 
Boarder— who wh a nuuriod man. 

Aft«r Bome month's rondenoo on bia own part, ho 
brought hia wife to the honae. ae, a tall, pole, cold-fillet. 
oFnal-lookmg woman (we HUtoh the umile from Diokona, 
Jbr nothing elae will convey our exact meanlug), never 
lookod hin*7', «nd waa very mnch ptied by other boord- 
tn. Our hu>dlady naod to nmpor in an iiumo, oompM- 

iiooato manner abont her, and call licr poor Nn. . 

She tbon^t bar an mvaiid, and likely to die soon. Only 
on MM oeearfon do we remember the Pet Boarder'a wife 
tmiUnff, and bow tUa came about shall be narrated. 

Her htHband, aa hat been stated, waa detested by other 
boarden. Beadei* who have had practical expericnee of 
the qidet, omnqirtsont deapotism establiahod by Pet 
_ Boaideiw— bow thoy iafloonoo evety thing, from the choice 
of i ^mwr to tba landlady^ mmrlety (or want of It)— 
bow tbey diteelly. or faKUrwUy, oontrive to « serve ont" 
tfcon wbo iWkM to bow to their nnUtorHy—wiU readily 
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understand this. There wero plenty of minor fends in 
this Boarding-IIonsc— as there are in ftUiiicli— but war to 
the knife (and fork) was tho nnanimous sentiment agoiniit 
the Pot. Tlio smaller manifcBtntionR of this generally 
consistod in rai*dly disposing of tho contents of dishes to 
which he was known to be partial, or iwisHing ihcm (o re- 
mote ends of tlio table ( admiring " Uncle Tom's Caliin ;'• 
turning the convorMtion on the immoraUty of gambling j 
doubting tho aocnrocy of Ills watch, and jiooA-povAlHff 
his opinions on every iKiesiblo subject. When, thereforf, 
ho brought home n small dog, it« on-ncr's name wo* at oneo 
bestowed upon tlio animo], ami a jocular fiction cstabMed 
as to its jiatemity. But tlio proverb about prewn^ng a 
dog with a bad name waa not carried out— the noininl 
being rather a &vorito than otiierwiso. And one cvriiin- 
at tho Buppcr-table, the artist (who snt precisely op|)osiro 
llie Pet) took this dog on his lap, permitting liim to dinposo 
of a halfanucer full of milk full in tho truculent face of Im 
enraged ■owner. It was simply an absnrd incident, but 
cnnipriscd as complete a delianco of the Pet's atithorilyas 
Tell'B knocking the hat of Gesler off tlio polo. Tho 
iHwrders saw it in that light. Tlio Londoner langhcd 
Klinrp Mid cynically, his friend of the frills and the rings 
burst out into a great haw-iaw. an ordinarily stolid printc'r, 
after inflaming his &ca until it assumed tlio color of n 
ncwly-cnt aUoe of bco^ exploded in a roar, bis good-Iin- 
niorod little wife tittered, and even the wan countenanco 
of tho Pot's bettor half lighted up with tho acmblanco of 
a smile. Finally, a universal grin flashed round tho Ublc. 
This produced a climax. The Pet leaped to his feot and 
darted, aoowlmg, from the room. And the landhidy, 
fflidmg behind the oflfendor's chwr with an sspect of con! 
oentrated fi.ry, neeUed the dog and bore him vengcfiilly *- 
. Into the panago. By the shrill yelpa ho uttered during 
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Um bmf tnddt, we dKHild jadge tiiat r1h> |UDcbcd him 
ecHiddonUj. 

Tba rM BoardCT kept hia room for fuU threo weeks in 
oooMqaenoe of thu. Onr landlady took meals to him in 
■dvanoo of the regular oqcb, ond wo Mmetimes heard him 
growling at hor fcr not having aeleotod predsolf what 
he wanted. The boarders felt inlenso, though lUent tatis- 

faotioo hot thedr trinmph was sbortJiTod. One bj ono 

tiioy began to dinppcar, lome quitting in aooordanoo witli 
their own Inolioations {accelerated by Mrs. 's tem- 
per), othen reodving indnuttions that their rooms were 
"wantod." It became eridont that the Pet had re- 
■olred opoD weeding the honse of all who were obnoz- 
kiua to his power. We were among the earliest to qtiit. 
Siaoe that time we have learned that the Pet hM loft. 
Ooaanonallf we meet onr Ibrmor landlady on Broadway. 
She baa a hi^ ec4or and dressea very gayly. -We snq)cct 
' that she nrages with leas duoretion than of old. Diit 
whether other Pets have mooeeded the former tme— 
whether her btablisbment is eoodnoted on the sanie ptw- 
■, bdeed; whether it is in ezistenoe, 
t ignorant. 




CHAPTER lYl. 

or X npJtor DOAKDiMo-nouas. 

r at any time during the poruB.nl 
of tlio foregoing Chapters we 
have sunk iu our reader's esti- 
mation, as munifcBting a sus- 
picjoua fiuailiarity with the dirty 
sido of human nature, wo con- 
fidontly expoct that the pnncnt 
ono will redeem our character. 
ITiore can be nothing vulgarto 
chronicle of tlio Establishment 
now claiming attention. We 
especially jdumo oursclf on 
having lived in it Whenever 
Inchned to depreciate, and to thiuk small-bocrofoumcir, wo 
turn to that pago of memory's volume upon which tlic de- 
tails are rooordod, glance admiringly over them, and hold 
up our head elate with the consdousnen that wo hnd 
Two Uonths? Experience of a Hp-top Uptown Boaitlhig- 
Ilonse. 

It is ntuate in a due north-eosteriy dlroction flvm Mud- 
ison Square, being one of a row of sober-brown honi«s 
forming the side of the street which connects two avenues. 
They are Urge, stylish, pretentious maniifons (nt the timo 
of onr sojourn yet damp from recent erecUon), with mncli 
d iron work on cither ndo of their heavy flights 
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of BtonoBtepStbnlconicarnniiing tho length of thooniirn 
row, wid win(low^ coniipcs nnd liiitula, of a highly omaio 
(k-Miiption. Each inOividual tenement so strongly reaciii- 
McBttsncighbora tlmt you can't help fencying that eirail:ir 
locks mtut have been fitted to the doors, and on coming 
Jiomo at nights, we di»trii»tful of unintontionally effecting 
an entrance into the wrong domicile. 

The ludy propriotrcMcs — for there are two, to whom you 
ohtain an introiluetion through the medium of a matiiiil 
ncquaintance — only admit a now boarder after the severest 
nrnitiny as to references and respectability. Their Estab- 
luthmont is eminently aristocmtic, so mncli so, indeed, 
lliat its gentility rerges on tlie awfnl, from very intcnmty. 
You ore siipiMMcd to imagine any amount of ap]>lit.int9 
lingering Pcri-liko at the portal, to bo deeply conscioiiB 
of your own superior liapi>iness in obtaining ingress, nnd 
to deport yourself with equal reverence and humility bolli 
toward tlio honso nnd its mistresses. Wliich bdics de- 
serve, here, fiirthcr description. 

They are sisters, the elder a widow of fivo-and-forty, 
the younger her junior by a few years, and nnmarried, 
llotli may bo conwdcrcd good-looting, though their 
phyuognomy is of that sharp-black-eyed, aquilino-noBcd, 
Uiin-lipped order one profore to think of m connection 
Willi Lady Macbeth and other trnpleasantly-drftniatic 
females, rather than to dcare its presence as a household 

companion. Perhaps Mrs. is the handsomer, matii- 

mony having operated to mollify and tone down tho 
•OTerity of bor aspoot and temper. Her defunct husband 
— there is a portrut of him banging in the dtting-room, 
^representing a sqaare-Ciced man of bUions complexion, 
Bnd' generilly over^shaved appearance— is understood to 
Imve officiated u United States Consul to the court of 
Jonker Afrikaoer, or some equally important potentate, 



niid his relict assumes immense dignity in consetjuenrc. 
(She tells jou how lie endeavored to ini[tort a eouplo of 
Iiippo|K>tami who died on the passage.) She is a tall, 
upright figure, nnd generally dresses in black velvet, 
which doesn't tend to relieve the depressing effect of her 
toumure. 

Her sister has, apparently, settled down to tho grim- 
mest and most uncompromising spinstcrhood. She wears 
her hair pulled violently back alVer that peculiar Frendi- 
Cliineso fashion, which sccma to jxissesa such great attrac- 
tions to idl women whose faces it doai n't suit, is parliol 
to exuberant crinoline, to botany, and to her nc])licw. 
lie is a small, but lofty-nouled young gentleman of three- 
nnd-twenty, afflicted with a weakness' of the eyes ond 
knees, a dearo to become a great jjublic character, and an 
overpowering sense of his own importance, and that of 
the Cimily. 

Tho hmiso is hnndsomcly fnmishcil throughout, esroeil- 
ing in display the Establishment described in Chapter 
Fko. C-ombinitig the prolmbic expense of this with a 
presumably high rent, wo were, nt first, somewhat at a 

1()88 to conceive how BIrs. ond her uster (who were 

Slioken of as being comparatively nnproviilcd for at the 
demise of the African Consul), had contrived to commence 
business in so dashing a Vny ; but the mystery was sulisc- 
(jncntly explaned to us. Among the boarders, wo re- 
marked, as especially intimate with the lady proprietresses, 
a short, block-whiskcrcd, high-complexioned, crisp-looking 
. man of filly, who ownod houses and lots on moro than 
one of tho avenues, dealt in land and buildbg specula- 
tions, ami was generally reputed to lio very wealthy. IIo, 
so we wore privBt«ly informed, had advanced the nccci^ary 

funds. Perhape, indeed, tho entire I 

" speculation" of his. 
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If KS to bD appesmiM it wm & snoociafnl ono. Tito 
iii^oritj~iDf IIm boardon were affluent, or deairotia of 
nceiaing lo, aad willing to paj for that privilege. Mrs, 

(who, In Tirtne of her widowhood, MCatnod the part 

of bodladf ^or BaceSmos) profesMd a more than Xrt. Go*- 
eraUSkn eontempt Ibr monej, making hor tiater collect 
the bflh, and oecMionallj nnng hor aa a peunniary a/br- 
kifu ; jet it waa advisablfl to have a yerj definite nnder- 
atanding aa to terma, or jon would, invariablj, find little 
'** eztraa" crowding into jtyax weekly aeoounta— to diapato 
whidi, with a ladj of HIm —^a dignity and antecedents, 
WM roallj ■ (bnnidable andertakiog. Yon might, with 
■a mnch oonaitenej, hare anbmitted a qneaUon of nbaent 
abirt-bnttona to Hra, Kddoni, or (oggocted to Zenobia, 
when b rednoed oirotmutanoea, the propriety of taking in 



Thore wero upward of fiv»«nd-thirt7 boardera, orcr 
half of which number appertained to fiuniliea who pro- 
ferrod thia mode of rendenoe on tho acoro of bahion or — 
Mnvenienoo. The wirea had moatl j made feeUe attomptK 
at hooi&keeping anbwqnent to marriage, and finding 
tbemaelTM aa much at home in it aa a kangaroo in n 
dlvmg-beH, had " given np" in despair, declaring that do- 
ineatio dntlea wore "a real plagne," and "thoae Irish 
eaongfa to worry any body>a lifb out" The hosbanda— do- 
Toted to bn^eM and mone j-getting — coold acaroely min 
what finr of them had experlenoed — a home— and per^ 
Iiapa prefcrrod oonfining their domeatio eipenies to defl 
inite weekly or mQnthly payments. So the gentlemen 
wor« ntisSed, the ladica relieved of the troable of hooio- 
-kooping; nd the children Mot to aohool at an cariy age, 
when th^took the initiatory atepa toward boconung aa 
happy nd aa oaefid mamben of aodoty aa their parent*. 
We only wmember <»a in eomieotion with the Up-Top 

_ i ■ 
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noarding'tlonie— a pretty but horribly-epoiled little girl, 
the dangitter of a good-looking widow, who wns, hcracH; 
Bomewhit of a character. 

She poncssed an estate on Stotcn Island, bat prcfcnrd 
New York during tlie winter from mingled motivni — 
economy and love of flirtation. She lived — with licr 
child and aervant — in on attic, hod a remarkably sweet 
voice, a 9TO0 diamond necklace, and n mitd penehimt tar 
herrings, cheese, and brandy and water — as wc Judged 
from olfiutory testimony on going ajMitaira noclumnlly. 
Slio was of plnmp, biixom figure, yet so much duposc<l to 
<1e|>recate her general tendency to Jollity of apjwnmnco 
that upon onr alluding to the dotiMt-fhiiinyntM probably 
awaiting ber, sIio actually tied her head up in a handker- 
chief fill' a day or two to repress it I Slie prcci|atalfd 
herself from violent Aii'ndHlii]>i with lady-boarflcn to the 
very opposite extreme of tlia N>cial compos*, ller viva- 
cious temperament impelled licr to tho nticninco of 
looscly-gencrons premises — which she was very chary of 
redeeming. (We remember Jior nulily volunteering n 
8100 wedding-dress lo a lody-boardcr, in order to get olT 
from paying a forfeit pliii^^paata, and being in a state of 
great apprehension subsequently in case it miglit lie 
looked fgr.) She — in common with meet widows — pro- 
fessed sn bdifierenee toward further expcticnoo of mat- 
rimony, but cavaliers of about the ogo of her eldest son 
used to call upon her. Sometimes ^ hod row* with tlia 
servants OA their objecting to tell gratuitous fiba alwiit 
her not bong "at home" to these gcntlemoi. Indoe<I, 
die was continually in hot water, having eontntcted an 
unlnoky habit of tattling herself into acrapca, W« were 
present during an altercation between her and a kmgi- 
tudinal Scotchman (engaged in the wholcsalo liquor bui!- 
ncss) in which she oxproased a dosiro to bite off his noae ; 
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md afterward offorcd, over the inppcr-table, a reward o f 
4100 to »Bj bodf who'd cow-bide him. In tbe langu.i^'o 
ofaporUng" men, tlicro were no takers. Wilhol, Sirs. 

ooald bo Tcry agreeable when she plcancd — oa ttio 

IindUdy remarked, privateljr. And thon she was veri/ 
gnod-looking. 

Tbe rcnuiiiiing boardcra comprised nn equal nnmbcr of 
■inglfl young ladica and gentlemen, many of the former . 
liaving qnitted their parents' liomeo "because it wns 
dull," or for lome equalljr excellent reason. Had you 
biotcd to them the poMibility of danger from being 
brought into contact with men of unknown, and perhaps 
not irreproachable characters, though of stj-lish exterior, 

thoy would hove bnghcd, and Mrs, grown mdig- 

naiit. As well fancj a Tombs lawjcr obtaining admiiwion 
into heaven as such an individual into Iter establisbracut. 
It was an np-town, patent-polished, carved and gilt edition 
of Eden, only people dressed in better taste,- got up ballii, 
and had a greater variety of dishes for dinner. Yet we 
have heard some of tho gentlemen boarders converse 
among Ibenuelvcs — and abont tho young Iculica, too — in a 
maimer not compatible witli the strictest propriety. But, 
to do tbe ladies justice, they appeared able to take caro 
of themselves. 

Prominent among bachelor-boarders was a bnshy- 
vliiakored man of forty — young, therefore, only by cour- 
tesy — for, in addi^D to hia age, he was prematurely 
bald. Tet ho achieved prodigious popularity among the 
ladies, whether married or single, especially the former. 
He had an elaborate foppishness of manner, an air of 
grave, oondding gallantry ; and would utter solemn plati- 
tudes with an accent of such impressive sincerity as to con- 
vince any feminine listener that he was tho most tender, 
most snaceptible, most excellent, most geDtlemanly of 



mortals. Privately, ho was Iho lootett talker in tho 
vommunity. 

Thia gentleman, if wo recollect aright, in company 
with a couple of Indy- board cm, originutud what might bu 
termed a Jiutual-Ailmiration-anU-Jlutriniony-Promotin" 
Society, to whioh one rspccbl evening in each week was 
devoted. Tlie club— for so it w(w c-allcd— also met at' 
tho resiUi-nco9 of outado mcmbcru— <!liicfly Itoanluig- 
Houses. Wo were not honored by a fellowship, though 
present on several of these interesting niaiiont. Tlio 
compnny OiisembleU nt about nil hour and a halfofter din- 
ner-Hsay eight o'tlock— and h.iving transacted Uie mora 
importont business (such as going over tho minuti-s of 
the preceding meeting, balloting for now racmbcni, ct<-.) 
*ithin closed doors, admitted the uninitiated to the sia- 
■ cccdingfcsUviUes. These generally commenced by the 
Indies and gentlemen rea.lijig josaagcs fiom the jwets, or 
css.ny8 of tlieir own composiliou, on subjects previously 
dictated to them by the cliairmnn— our bushy-whiskoml 
fricud before spoken of! Ho had but a fc,.|,je imagiiiii- 
tion, and would set ladies to willing scathing dLiiunci:!. 
tions of the use of tobacco {/,e could n't smoke, and was 
consequently " down on" tho weed), ond gentlemen to 
disqutMtions on the relative tendencies of the works of 
Tennyson and Tuppcr. Sometimes we had rcciUiliouH, 
and once a male boarder favored us with a dismal " Oilo 
to the Memory of tho Pilgrim Fathers," five newsi«|HX 
columns in length (ho got it inserted, subsequently, in a 
country journal), and was so complimented by the cliair- 
mon— who manifested anger at seeing members whi»,«r. 
ing with tho girls instead of listening— that he promised 
to write another, and might have done so had not some 
judicious friend stolen his rhyming dictionary. Our chief 
mode but one ottompt at distinguishing bimsolf, when ho 



I— ij ml J II iwd Mimeat^ broke down mort rignallj , 
over tbe bard Indian nainea, and milked fiir the remaindor 
oftbe evenings >U the eoazing of the ladiea proring inaaf- 
fltdoBt to reatno bb good-humor, 

He Sodetj vaa more aaooeaafhl in the mtuical portion 
of ita entartaimnonta, for manj of the ladies played bril- 
Kandj and mag rociferonalf. And a gentleman of poelio 
aepBCt — wbidi ia to aay, baviDg long, daik hair, and re- 
rened ihht-ocrftan (be was b die expren bneiiiaat down 
town)— aoeompanied hfanaelf upon the guitar. lie had a 
good deal of fhn in him in spite of hia exterior, and need 
to ang a SoodHkt Serenade of hit own corapontion, in a 
mannv that broo^t toon into the eyea of the &ir aodi- 
tori, who declared it " beaatifiil," ud demanded oofnea 
fi>r tbair albnma.* 

* la aMi Myrtedwi gwjbedarirani of falknrla(0Mkixinp^ 
lto|malibM«Mtfcito«d,brqi(icUpen>iakMi(/tb«aalkir. UmIq 

«»-4fei DmI Iteia te U Oau* l-Mr*. fl^W i^UIt. 
t l^ij, wtkal Um tmAI fcx 

XW (Ur4>h '^M tbjia 



mOa, hridlr, Dlglit'i rfndmn ffiog 
A nddr (hAsMi CO Um aniBDd. 

OW tiw Cha]M(D>^ bonUnc mma 

n* glnft wbWlM wOd ud thrill, 

VbDs b« ^dl bnk lb* rinooB InM 



But mch diTendons, tbongh presumably tho oiica for 
which the Oub WM catabliahod, proved infiuitcly l«» 
nttraotivo than tho danoo and gnmo of romp* or forfciw 
— matitiitcd after a general feiluro in an attemjit at acting 
cliamdcB— which always tonuinatcd tho ovcning'B enter- 
tainment*. Wo must eay wo enjoyed Blindman'* BuIT 
immcDKlyin tho Tip-Top Boardi.ig-IIouBO, not to itKatk 
ofnunt-tho-SUpperond FoMnd-Gocws— tho title of which 
Jart, by-the-by, might have auggertod, to a cj-nic, an oti.iii- 
out moraL Both ladies and gentlemen, suiglo and married, 
" went in" Ibr thoao sports with such ardor aa to |.rovoko an 
occasional remonstronoe on tho part of the ajrinsler i.roprio- 
tress. (There waa, in truth, a mild consinracy to Vixp6er at 
piano-duty.) A sense of delicacy so nice as to constrain 
Its possessor to Uio sabetitnUon of tho words "$tr/ij,ei" or 
"wttker" for a turkey's kff, at dinner (it is our belicftliat 

Nm would hare snlTercd martyrdom rather than 

have used that vulgar substantive) oould scarecly £ul to 
rocdvo an incidental shock or ao. And tlio ladica and 
gentlemen did romp considerably. So much ee ibat 
sometimes a husband exhibited symptoms of jealousy— 
which was, surely, very unreaaonable, a* Ae hod an oppor- 
tunity of paying attention to oOer Lidios, and oould any 
thing be Curer T 

•At M event., Mrs. could nt help it if ladica mwbt 

«irt. She tlioiight prudery uncaUod-for in Atr EsUUish- 
mcnt No iU thmg was there to he guarded against As 
fur such little incidents ». a male boarder making love to 
a mamed lady who had recently quitted, and was then 
engaged m getting a divorce from her husband, why, they 
were, of course, perfectly proper.* 

• Apnpos ortU*w» h.TB ine»«>m»ajdl««»dkdi«ilnBiiinl. 
InrHoo*, M to bsiUrooit indtncd lo infer. mprtsriDUi onni-eiloo .„d 
Vmp^atjtMwtn thtot. l«t a* wsdw rwhlj »«un, u 



144 



THI FHTSIOLOOy < 



T«t ft dnsmnsUnoo did oeear which provea Uut Karocljr 
aaj ■noniil of preoantion can preaorve the rory orcwn of 
■odctjr from boing raffled b^ eitnneona fliet. We do 
tiotaUnde totheatrodotuoaMofthe miaoroaatof gcntlo- 
manljr exterior, who boarded ibr fire weeks — aod indeed ' 
comported himself erery way in an nnotjeotionable man- 
aer, bat Ribaoqnenttj proved to be an aetor — to the ini' 
moDM aiagam and indignation of the lodjr propriotrcaaoa. 
(Tbar ion and nophow, by-tho-bj — the weok-eTed yonng 
gentleman bcfbrs allndod to — threatened to kick tho 
offender wherever be met turn, but we haven't hoard 
of the neonlre coming off' jct.) The incident, u nar- 
rated to na (it ohanood a little before onr time), happoued 
aa SbtHoin : 

lliera came, oetennUjr from New Orleans, a handsome 
dashing lady, with a French title, who, taking up her rut- 
idonce at onr Establishment — we presume she hrul a letter 
of introduction, or Mrs. — — wouldn't have admitted 
her — speedily exintcd quite ti^trtur of admirotion among 
tho male boardon. She smiled so sweetly, t^ked so aflli' 
Uy, had such a piquant Rirrign accent, such delidoiu 
itiftM ways, that oil tho gentlemen adored her, and 
brought home bouquett and opera tickets innnmeraUe. 
The ladies, too, though noturolly disposed to contemn a 
pretty wtmun, oonld not rcMit her stories of the Einprcaa 
Eugenie, and the Farinan oonrl They consulted her 
^Mut the fiuhious, and wore cmuloua of hor company on 
Broadway. Hie bushy-whiskered boarder presented hor 
with a Upiog^ and wanted hor to read Racine to the 
Sodcty, The weak-eyed young gentleman put himself 
as M lbs Mnoglb cf fak IndlTMiMl cipalnKn Hi nwrnt ban 
Unn tkilnspoMea orUiUro»bOKdBn. H«ir Um kdinirba 
M t omftUiA (dT cnom b; lb* fOUoj oT Ihob hmbnndi) to ttM a 



««* ro«it .o*BDi„o.iiou««,. H5 

through a severe oour«, of French, in older to nav !.«. 
cumphments in her native la^guagT. eZL^ fl""^ 

.er1nt,fir''r'^ "" P«tty hoardcrZiand toU 
her in eonfid<aco divew partionhu, « to the habits and 
d«po«tions of tho gt-nUemen. Which, aa slbZu J^. 
•ppearod, d>e turned to adrontago. «'««l"«'"y 

Pnwntly, however, awful rumow c«ne to ear of hoP 
boing seen with gentlemen on the ave.mL. i„^^?^ 

;1 ^^ ^ '^*' "^"^o -^qoaintances »o ladyS 

om ever called upon hor. Certain millinow and dZ^ 

. >.»kc«. to whom she had become kno J^^l^^ 

rini ™.i™ \^^'' ""P")' ""i "«• of tlio mu. 
noj (r„Um™ bo.ri.n, Ju,„,i^ 4, ,^ „„„^ "" 







■ ro» took ito. in mmcfmm, in itliicl, il,„ 



e oM of hngifgn in Hn. lie- 

■oliitslf munentionabla. Tha oriap-lookitig oajii- 



Ulkt hmd to b« Mllsd k to effect faer remonl. Two day* 
■fi«nnrd ■noiher geatleman (not the one who had ■»■ 
dated at the promenada h la Amaaon, hot alao a mairiod 
man), deaeitad hie wife to j<nn her. They Miled for ' 
Haram hj tiuA week^ iteamer. And, from some r» 
tnarkl dropped on onr arrival, wo fimojr that ntarfy all (Ae 
mak toaribn had been privately and extenBrely vietim. 
bid b tb* WBf of loMu to the lady. 




CHAPTER XVII. 



■ BOAHDUfa-aOpSE WIIBBB 






TOC'KE mtPEcntD TQ UAKIt 
WTK 10 TUB LAJIDLADT. 

^E had known mora than 

one EstabUsliment which 

P°«e«»d tliLi clioraoUfr. 

islioinanimporibotlyde- 

rclojicd degree, but until 

^e^liity, foreweing our 

present tank, guided ui 

to tho abode wc arc about 

to dwt-ribc, novor hml 

wo bcbeld It in iiiU oom- 

plctcnow. AsitWMtlio 

dominant pcculinrity, wo 

» entitle tho .Cluipter. 

Tho landlady in qui-*. 

or hnnu . J . *'"" *'*" " '"""S" widow, 

.1 '"«ieraieb^,rod t.mbcr-frunod one. »„J 

««"ce ..,>tow„, in . ,.dc «^t. leading off fiom on?!; 

tone «r«:™ ^'^ ''^ '""'^ ^''"^'^'' '"""'"<'"« of »«• 




M tardew. Altogether 



the spot VM nniqao in its way, and but for the clatter of 
the pnniiig Cftrs jou might have iaacied it nitlier out-ol- 
tovn-i^ llifl widow bad lired there some je&n beforu 
commenouig keeping a Boarding-FIouBe. Wc should 
Boarcelf hare fimcied it a fiivoroble locality for one, but 
Boarding'Honoes b New York are like dust in summer 
and rand in wiat«r — averywhere. 

The place was recommended to us by u recent inmate, 
notwithstanding the oircuinstance of his having <iuittod it 
in disgrace, in consequence of the perpetration of a 
wretched pun over the breakfast table, (lie hod alluded 
to the " IVsgio Meum" in conueotion with sausages.) The 
landlady was Tery senHtivo and would n't overlook tho 
oSonse. He also thought of getting married, which act of 
prctiimption she highly resented, coniudcring horboarden,' 
allcginnoe as due to heraelf alone. Thus forewarned, 
we became an inmate of tho widow's domicile. Just then 
we wero dcedroas of a quiet abode, hnvmg oonsiderablo 
literary bbor on band, Wu did the Piirisian oorrespond- 
enc« for two Sunday papers, «ui>ptiud a third with a 
" thrilling local romance" (entitled tbo Ghouls of Gotham, 
or the Ungnonimcua Klanglewomon and tho Blood- 
6tuned Sturt), wrote teetimoiiiala for five patent medi- 
dne^ rhyming advertisementa for t, puffing tailor, aud 
also composed tracts for a reli^oos Society.* 

We found things pretty satisfactory. The house was 
neatly fhraished and very cleanly, the diet of endurable qual- 
ity, aad not worse cooked than we naturally expected iii a 



books, lo mil oalenlatcd to diffOM ipirit- 
imbler claMM oT Our CII7 popoktloD, wd 
kmwB M " > New Blrlh (br SewAoyi," " Pa-NntB ud PerditioD,' 
"Tht "Bjirmi at OrtBt,' ttc. infMin oar pen. Ws mratioD tlia 
ba la scte t« itoMgt Ibelr mio.m waHiatfi pM ht writisg 
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Board ing-IIonsc, the londlndy good-humorc<I (especially 
toward a liew boarder), and there were no pliitUrcn, the 

youngest resident being a lad of thirteen. Mrs, had 

a faiDJIy of five, three of whom were yet inmates of llieir 
mother's dwelling. We sliall epvak of them presently, 
our immediate nttcnlions being duo to tho lady. 

She was a fat, joily-looking, sun-flower of a woman, a 
tittle OTcr forty, and had doubtless been a showy bcnilty 
in her day, which tho fact of her linving contracted a very 
early marriage also corroborated. Of couiiie, being tho 
miatrcsaof a Boording-House, she had seen better days. 
Her husband, according to liii widow's occoiuit, was a 
sjicculativa builder, who've varioua enterprises had tor- 
minatcd in bankniptry, )>croro the word had become 
Kynonymous with assigning a few cool thouHnnds over to 
a relative, ignoring one's debts, and making a fresh st.irt 
in life. He, -she said, had adored her, and would relate 
plenty of iostaneca of hiit affection ; giving you to nnder- 
Btand that when ho died her heart was broken into lo 
many bits tliat she did n't care Bl>out trying to rivet them 
together ; and ilio " fount of her tears seated up,'' Which 
proI>abIy explained her present lively and some w bat sclSsh 
tu^it for existence. 

Tliere are women on whom it's unnafo to bestow too 
much afTection ; who may be petted like lap-dogs, into 
becoming nuisances to liieTnuclveB and the community. 
Our landlady wan oflhiH kind, and we're inclinetl to think 
her hnsband ha<l hr1|K;d to spoil her. All her character- 
iaticH — ostensibly genLtl nnd jolly enough — radbted from 
one center of unconscious egotism. She believed herself 
to be a very phicnix of widows— tho most unselfish, 
warm-hearted, and undcser\'cdly persecuted of mortoliL 
(The Utter in consequence of the rovenie of fortune fol- 
lowing her husband's bankruptcy.) What she had goiM 



150 TUX PHTaiaLOOT or 

UirougU " nobody could h»To any idea of," AH tho world 
had bcbavod ihomcfully to her, and if Bliurorgaro it, 'twas 
only m virtue of hur anj^cHc nalnro. As with the pout, bo 
with the prcHDt. A long arrcar of comfort being duo, it 
wu her duty to taho it out nn energetically as possible. 
• SI»o faod A right to expect things to bo " made easy" »(»/<, 
and tbat every body, especially her childron, should immo- 
late themselves to her. 

llor remaining characteristics were congenial. She had 
a good appetite, and went to church twice ovcry Sunday, 
on tlio priuciplo of scciiring snug quarters in the next 
world OS well as the present. She was vcheroent in licr 
CLcs and dislikes, gencruliy expressing hcracll'in a violent 
uid oiplosivo manner. Slio got uiiiicocssariiy enthusiasLio 
or (lenunoiatoiy on the amallcst provocation, and if you 
didn't tune your humor by hers, was offended. When 
pleaacd,iho laughed inonlioatcly; when angry, became red 
in tho £tco and assumed an inflated appcavancc, which, in 
ft lady of her siic, iraa undesirable. Only by raakinglovo 
to her — liot, strong, and frequent — oould you sccuro and 
retain her good graces. 

We were mthcr amazed, at first (despite oar friend's 
information), at the extent to which this nilo appeared to 

be praoliccd. Mrs. prciiiliiig at tho head of tho 

table In a null plum-colored dress — she specially affected 
such tints as made her look larger and hotter — sat blush- 
ing and blooming liko a big cabbage-rose, or over-blown 
peony, wliilo half a dozen men vied with each other during 
the intervals of mastication, in affected rivalries and rhap- 
sodies on the eubjcct of her charms. Tbo enthuuastio, 
the jocular, the hopclen, the malter-of-lact, tho jealous 
lover each found a roprosentativa ; caoh part brang cari- 
catnrod to tho utmost capacity of tho actor. We soo;i 
found it w«a a reoogntzod iostitotion, and as much looked- 



for on the port of Mrs. na one's weekly payments 

She would as willingly have prelemiitted tho one as tho 
other. Unless you had a morbid inclinaliun for hidifrcrcnt 
commons, short answers, and sulky ghiices, yon straiglit- 
wny followed suit and pt.iyod your best trump cards of 

You could n't bbwo away too hot or heavily ; nor need 
you be over choice as to tho quality of your nmmiinitloit. 
Ho sentimental, coinic, serious, what you woiild— suit your- 
self— only recollect yon were expected to bo in love with 

Mrs. , and to talk accordingly. {Wo wont in for lliO 

gloomy nnd airdonic, and were oonsidcred eminently sufi. 
ccs.?fu] in that line.) Every hcly hnd his role. Yon 
could n't get along at all, without complying. And, uM 
" in a multitude of counselors there b s-ifety," so, among 
a host of burlewiuo adniirem each one may comfort him- 
self with tho thought tli:it there's little danger of his iit- 
dividnal victiniiialion. Ihul not this impression been uni- 
versal we might have been ataggercd at tlio daring of 
gentlemen boarders. 

In truth, it was all very hmoccnt, though supremely 




ridiculous. We don't think our landlady had any ii 
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tioii of getting married, wiDatural aa the mscrtion — in 
Gonnectiua with k widoir — maf eotmd. Very probably 
■ho would bavo demurred against any fonnal reniuiciatioii 
to that effect, preferring to retiun, though in a haty, in- 
definite shape, the plcnaurable aclT-olation inninctivcly 
awakened in the feminine mind in conjuuction with tliu 
subject. But we are convinced such speculations would 
remain anch. Not that ahe entertained a moment's doubt 
of ike poMthilUi/ of their realization, for she certainly lay 
down each niglit with the conviction that not a male 
boarder but would have been happy to have micccedoJ 
the departed builder. Wo euppooo her immense appreci- 
uion of general inccnM operated as a check to prevent 
hur narrowing her (presumed) sway to a Hinglo wor- 
fllup«r. It was a species of innocent feminine Monnon- 
km. , And without asserting that she received such indis- 
criminate homage as perfectly genuine, we yet miunt^n 
that she had no doubt of its being based on &Lct. 

Aa intimated, the number of boarders was limited, con- 
■isting of five bachelors, one married man, and a solitary 
B|Hnslor. The men had employment down town, where 
they remained till evening, at which time (our sojourn oc- 
curred in winter) there was a general n-union. A small 
annuity afforded our only lady boarder the means of sub- 
riatence. She was a little sqaeezed-up-looking old maid, 
addicted to snuff and India-rubber over-shoes (which sho 
wore iiMloon), subject to colde m the head, and generally ■ 
antagoniiUo to the landlady and to street organs. Tlie 
"goings oo" of th« one and the performances of tho 
other always etdted her lively indignation. Hence the 
boarders were prodigal of gallantries and c«nt« in doveU 
-oping both peculiarities. We have known Italian min- 
■treby to b« in operation m front of the house from 8 to 
lirjL Upon which oooaaitm Uiss , after an abortivo 



attempt to solute tho Offending mnxician witli the content* 
of lier ewer, donouiicecl every lio<ly, :niil weut to bed with 
coltoQ in her ears. She was also extremely fastidious as to 
questions of propriety. Our ajiartmcnt adjoined licrs, and 
we believe she sjwnt the night of our arrival in cranimiii^ 
curl-papers into every conceivable djink and cranny inter- 
vening; bcaidea telling the bndloily with a shudder of 
horror, on the foUoiving morning, that she actually heard 
"the feller" pull bis boots off. Wo believe alio would 
have quitted the Establishment but for some feeble de- 
signs on the celibacy of the landlady's elder bom. 

This was a t-ill, round-faced, iight-li aired, and whisker^ 
less young man of thrcc-ond twenty, who might, intellcot- 
unlty, have been described by a homely metaphor in use 
among housewives, aa "rather siack-hakcd." lie did n'l < 
approve of theaters, could n't endure tobacco, liked Alias 
Warner's novels nnd Tupper's poems, attended a Biblo 
class on Sunday adcnioons, and was piiblii'ly snubbed and 
(le|>reciatod by liia mother — it being, indeed, that cxccl< 
lent matron's custom to treat him as tliough he were a 
natural fool upon all occasiann. She'd tell him, when in 
conversation iviih othcm, to hold his tongue, and not to 
expose himself. She would narrate particulars of his en- 
tertaining hopeless pafMlona for a series of young ladies, 
and generally indulge in cnntidcnces calculated to make a 
listener get hot and iiiieomfortnlilo — when in presence of 
their hero. Ilorsecoiid-honi was in California, No. 9 came 
homo but seldom, being employed as a governess in an 
u])-town family. No. -I was a I'ery pretty girl of fifteen, 
with Boll, bright eyes, .'md curiing hur, and of a most 
lively but variable temperament, ller motlier had a trick 
of discovering cntlrtily imaginary attachments on the part 
of young- gentlemen for this daughter, and warmly abet- 
ting or indignantly repelling tlicm. No. 6 (tlie yntingcat 



of the bmily) «u a dognlar j-onth, who noarulied wiU 
kl«u abont ootvtniotuig mi omnibuB, nung cau or gooU 
M rpropulMve power, and making a Ui^e fbrtnoa od 
Braadway by devoting bii vehicle to tbo accommoda- 
tion of bahionable youth. With which view he haunted 
lunber-yanl*, toUdtuig contributory bite of wood from 
the proprictota, and, alao, eet trape of clothes' lines and 
balls of twine in the back-yard, to eeoiire the Decenary 
qnodrapeda. When the fhmily met together, a great deal 
ofkiningalways took place. They were rery offeotionato. 
Too co«dd nt spend on ereoing in their oompary without 
^tnening at letut two or tbree osonlatory perfonnancea, 
Hra. — woald set them at it on the amallest provooa- 
tion or none at oIL 

Bat onr ivminiaoeneos of her Establishment ore not en- 
tirely of a whimncal chanwUr. We have alluded to the 
ezistenoo of a married boarder, who, in sinto of that quali- 
fication, waa rather a &vorite of the landlady's, and, in- 
deedjoftbe lodgers generally. A lively little Italian, with 
jet block eyes and early beard, he worked hard at his 
trade of jeweler all day, and played the fiddle of even- 
inga. He had a Uagh and friendly word for everybody, 
and a perfect dictionary of oomplbnents in broken Engliah 

fer Urs. , to whom be confided all his hopes and ez- 

pcctatioas. His wifb and fiuuily wore in Italy. Six 
montha back ho had sont money for thehr tmnsmigration 
throngh the medium of a Jullow-eoantrymaii, who had 
prored diahoDCrt. In doe time he was again enabled to 
forward the neoeasary snm, and, presently, to annomioe 
wilfc infinite ^ee and excitement, their embarkatioa Day 
by day ha ooonted the time which must elapse between It 
.•od the probable date of their arrival. 'When the ship 
baeana doe ba oontd aoaroely contain himself and hia 
iMamt aonwrn nlerted haelf in a mhior 4egre« to the 



boarders, who always looked in the morning's papers 
* for the dcwrcd intelligence. It never a|>pc;ircd. 

It was savage winter weather, and men talked of tcrri- 
' Me storms at sea. Tlicro were vague gucsHcs and conjec- 
tures as U> the cause of the detention of a luiuing vessel, 
liopes growing liuntcr, week dlor week, and, at last, a 
shuddering conviction tiiat lor down in the solemn dqitlis 
of the Atlantic the luckless sliip lay, and that the poor 
Italian wonld see his wife and children Nevermore — . 

His grief was piteous to look upon. And one unquiet 
night, when the wind blew with a dull, hollow clamor 
awesome to listen to, whra the casements rattled as 
thongh shaken by wrathfUl hands, when the snow-flakes 
Icll fiiat and blindingly in the face of the pedestrian, and 
newly eoated the dirt pilot in our never-cleaned strcet^^ 
. the poor Italian crept homo — to die. tie was fbond, on 
the following morning, stark and cold in bed, hut with a 
qniet smile on his face. lie had token poison. 
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CHAPTER XTIII. 




i. which, in [Hnnt of 
pratennoM^ might nnk 
bet WOOD tboM dasvibed 
in Chftpten tbo Fifth 
■nd Eteventli — •■ now 
hqipil; exUnet ; we 
therafbre, M nnut, 
■peak of it in the p««t 

It WM loeatod in % dotr. 'i>«^J rt™"*- P»rti<jnl«r]y 
■flbotod by luad-orgMia and ehildrcn, uid not far from St. 
John's Sqnare. Exteriorly, a plain, mbatantiai, red-bricic 
«tlifio»-int«riorly, a decent, tfaoagh mcageriy-fiuTiidied 
MM— gMtronomioaUy, a mean one. And ■> its meanneaa 
dareloped itMlf after a peonliar &ahion and led to angu- 
lar Toaatta, we devote this diapter to pattiotdata, 

Hie landlady — bmiliarly known aa "the Ogreaa," or 
'*UeM«x,*' fivm a prenuiwd reaemblanoe of her conn- 
tanaaoa to that initmmeot — waa a thin, spare, hoaow-eyod 
woman ti fifty, with a onrionsly-entoked voice, an orer. 
^ ■Qowaaea of nerrea, a daaghter of dmilar eonatmotkm, 
wd aa elderiy bniband— origiBaOy, we believe, a bdlowa- 
■■kw. B«kad.bow«nr, long abandoned bnibeaa, being 



nfllicted with rhcumntiam, and now devoted ]iiin»clf tu 
cliuu'ing tobacco, and tho niiirki'ting iit' tlio KNial'tiKli- 

mont. MiBS , though a lir^nn of ux-aiid-tvi'iiiy, 

inigbt have been mUtakvn for her own nioliier, liiii [i>r 
one liappy peculiarity of feature. t>1ic liad a ]Mirticiilarly 
large ooea, aad aJUiough tLo Slawkuiibur^ion promontory 
wa> (brcibly defined tbronghout the family, Aer» n-ndcrcil 
the others doddodly iniignilicant. She olwayi rose at an 
uonatarally early hour on winter momiaga (and, lil(o nioxt 
persona guilty of tliat unplcaaout virtne, " took it out" of 
mankind in talking of it), thought aha lookod "cunning" 
in a leathern belt, and hated tho boardun. We abalt liare 
more to any hereafter of hor remaining characteriitic& 

Tito inmatoi of the Ectabliabmeot were moEtty of Hie 
mala aex, and fluctuated from ten to twenty, generally in> 
dining toward the Iceaer nombcr, half of whom were 
onr peraonol acquaintances. But for this, oar stay would 
have been very brief. CompaniousLip makes almost any 
thing endurable, Ko doubt one's objections toward 
bdng liangcd would be oonnderably lightened wore n 
d<acn friends to shara the some fate. At lea»t, the prin- 
dplo proved correct with regard to the comparativply 
minor miseries of tho Mean Boarding-IIouso. 

If our landlady ond daughter had been brought up 
in entire ignorance of tho primitive arta of enting and 
drinking — nover disoovoring that people did such things 
until tho respective ngcs of five-and-fbrty and twenty-one 
— Chey coold n't have regarded all gaatronomio indulg- 
encee with greater severity. Appetite, in their cyea, 
waa not only tho Seven Deadly ^na combine*], but tho 
Unpardonable One into the liargnin. Tho very geniua of 
Famine might have boon the fiimiliar Lar (or honaebold 
duty) of the Eotablishment, Wo will endeavor to do- 
■oribe its domeatio— not economy — but parsimony. 
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Ytm took joat place at tho dmaer-UbIc, obaerring that 
tlw Imail wag ont veiy ttiin, and tho battor ooDtained in 
0IH ^ the iniaUMt plate* yoD had ever aeen out of a dolll 
liooM, When the diah coven were remOTod — by the 
dsn^ter (for Mn. kept no " waatefnl slut of a ■err- 
ant"), yon finmd cause for aatoniahmeiit at the lomll 
qnantity and meager quality of the food provided. Be 
amirad that yon would be helped in proportion. Yoa 
got a minnte ftagment of meat which coold easily be dis. 
poeed of u) IhrM monthfoli. Indoeneed by modesty, yoa 
made Jht of it. After a hmigry paase, yon eent your 
|ihte ap again (w^ting, under the wild expectalioa of 
being iuked, always proved ineffective), and obtained a 
atiU smaller moietyof meat, but a liberal allowance of 
bonca. Wlien, being a new boarder, yon despMringly ' 
fell bock upon the potatoes (there were plenty of them), 
drank large quantities of water, and allowed your plate to 
be removed, with the aeorct resolution of " makbg up" 
al the expense of the pastry — in which yon were again 
baffled — unless yon liked pios mode of tomatoes irith the 
ekins on, and sweetened vrith watered mohuscs. 

Sndi, in general, was a new boarder's iniUatory expe- 
rienoe, which he might be expected to endure for from 
one day to ve, aooording to his temperament. Hunger, 
however, invariably stimulated him Into energy. Ho sent 
bit plate np repeatedly, t^ree— /our— nvx times. He 
made dashes at the bread with hia forlc, indecently impaling 
aod aeenrmg half-*doien pieocA He arrogantly demanded 
that remote diabea, of regetablee should be paasod to hira. 
He Ignored the netesntie* of his nnghbora, yet felt a w- 
■ga plaanre hi handhig the pickles that they might tdtl 
-fiut^proroka already exaapenited Appetites. He gnawed 
bonea, and aopped up gravy with his bread. He began 
ta look 190a the landlady and her dan^^iter as hia natnral 



enemies, and to wonder whctlicr n cbnmolcon didn't sulli'r 
a good deal in gcttuig used to its niodo of life. He re- 
membered tho \ady-ff/ioule in the AmbLin Night*, wlio f:'d 
licrteir by picking up grains of rice with a pin, and slind- 

dercd at the posaibility of Mrs. and JUiss resorting in 

private to tho otfter diet attributed to th.it jwrson. Ho 
speculated as to whether they might not have some relative 
engaged in the undertaking business. Ho became suxpicioim 
of their retiring to snug atlcr.diimcrfi in the bnscmoiit, 
and vcnt^.'d such opnions to fellow bourJcrs. Ho fi'lt 
hhnscir capable of apprednting that hungriest of book^ 
the Advetttiiret of Zaiarilh de Torme* (in case ho hod 
read it), and thought Coniiibaliam, in cases of diMutora at 
Bp.t, perfectly justifiable. Finally ho grew very thin, and 
went away, took extraneous meals at restaurants, or rtv 
snrtcd to inch surreptitious proceedings as we shall have 
occasion to relate of oui-aelvos. 

It hns been stated tlint the landlady was nereout, and 
llint her daughter alini-cd tliat cliaroctcristic Now thin 
rendered both especially imprcssihlo to unpleasant inci> 
dents, suoh as firea, murders, and other social calamities, 
and it was ea^ to adapt the feeling to the production of 
desirable results. As thas. Each hoarder (slioring the 
secret) would, on making his appearance at the dinner- 
table, relate some harrowing circumstance as having oc- 
curred under his individual notice, or reported in the 

' newspapers. (None were taken at tho Mean Boarding- 
Honse, from motives of economy.) Now it was told how 
an Irishwoman bad scraped her twm children to death 

. with oyster shells, or severed their heads from their bodies 
with a fragment of looking-glass ; now, how a member of 
Congresi had scalped a political opponent, on the floor of 
the House, afVsr gonging ont one of his eyes, or biting off 
one of his ears ; now, particohn wonld ha vouchsafed of 



ifcAA^r^ 



100 Tii> rDTsioLOQT or 

Ml mrfiil eoDflagrmtion, in which the entiTe inhabiUnts of 
■ Loutio Aajlma had been routed klive in their coIIh ; 
BOW^bow K bond of ernigranta on the orerUnd joonief 
to OlHfcmia had been impolled hy stwadon to beoomo 
Antfaropopbagi, oommencing bj eating np nil the old wo- 

nen. Upon which Mrs. and her dnughter would 

■tart Htd ihndder, beg the gontlemen to dcnal, reaort to 
■waiUng mIu, and flnaOjr retire prediMtatelf from the 
nwin — when the brimnphant boaiden (who did nH at all 

nund Ur. ) wera ailt to Aejp thenu^w. And though 

onr landladf mnit, fai time, hare had nia|Hdotu of the 
j^odbrypbal natnre of theae narTatives, it waa but aoldom 
that ibe ooold rentt tlteir inflnenoe. Mi» — did, aoBio 
tiiiMi; Oooarionallf the boarders varied the dodge hj the 
mrratioa of Udeona dreama. 

Kor waa thia alL Hunger, aaya the proverb, will break 
throo^ >tone walli — how much more, then, the olent 
mtehMofthenightr A Doetnmalfiirajr having diaoorerod 
the eziateDoe of a hage p«dlock on the kitohen^oor (the 
kej of which Mn. — depoeited, everjr night, beneath 
her pillow), eome' brilliant qurit — anticipating the expo- 
£eBt of Hr, Bparrowgrsn — suggested irtiether it might 
not be practicable to deeocnd into that onlinarr looalitj 
bj means of the dnmb-waitor, bj which dishos were 
bdsted op to the dining parlor. One trial — aa advertiae- 
' monts Mj^-proved the &cL The ihelvei being removed, 
the lighteit weif^t of the part/ could, with companUve 
eaae, depOMt himself therein, and in that pontion Was 
€mnMij lowered below, from whenoe be sent np the eo- 
tbe eeoteota of the larder. We shall never fiwget the 
leot whi<di greeted the ippeannoe of » 
ae plnmp oaroBM ootnparmtiveljr little had 
Tlwt Vukaj wia an satire stnager to w/ 

Oar dMkesI saapMoas wv* eonflnnedi It *sai tmo, 



tlicn I The &mil7 nUerod for tltcmsehros on a different 
Kcsle than for their Ctmished boarders. 

Conld Hre. havo descended from hor third-floor- 

front into that biuk-porlor, at the ghostljr hour of mid- 
night, she woald have beheld a spectacle which might 
havo irreooverablj' damaged her nerves for the rcnmindcr 
of bor existeiioe. Six bnogrr individuals, in shirt aleereis 




and similar free and «uj dethabSk, with a goodly arraj 
of viands before them — for our discoveries did not onil 
with the tnrkej — ^were seated at the table, hj the light 
of the faalf-tnraed gas-jet, in subdued revelry— even as 
though spectres, or double-ffanffen, as the Scotch term 
the apparitions of living pereons, were mimicking our 
mid-daj proceedings. Ko shadowy repast, however, wa^ 
it, but the most satisfketory one we hod eaten within 
those wsUs. A secood dceoent with empty dishes and 
the skeleton fowl, ooodnded oar proceedings, and then, 
with a fuD stomach and tranqoil oonaiAenoe, each individ- 
ual nought hu pillow. 



rns rariiOLoaT or 

Onr Iindludy't eoantcnuioe wore a troubled look on 
tlie^ollowing morning. She Miid not n word, but n|>- 
pcsrcd faorribljr Euspicious. Wo turned the coiivRrsation 
on S[MritiuilUm, and ioatonccs wcro related of ungulnr 
freaks on the part of Biipematural visitors, such na com- 
mitting robboriea, tettini/ Jhe to hoiieei, etc. We also 

talked of moi-tal burglars. Mrs. preserved a gHin 

silence. It was plain that sbo distrusted bcr boardei-s' 
agency in over-night'a proceedings. 

Her husband had aconrerenco with the policcnmn of the 
vidnily and induced lum by a promise of prospective 
dollars (to be pud on the capture of imaginary dolin- 
qaents), to watch the area of the bouse during the hours 
of night and early morning. But, as may be imagined, no 
discovery ensncd from i/uit quarter. And the policero^m 
— not getting tbo le ward— subsequently revenged himself 
by violently ringing the itreot-door-bell between tlie 
boura of 3 and 4 on several consecutive mornings, as niso 
by throwing ash-barrels into the area. "Stolen watc:r4 
aro sweet," and n-e have Solomon's testimony as to Ilici 
ntlnictions of "bread eaten in secret." Our midnight 
revels were continued, at such intervals as prudence dic- 
tated, antil an unlucky eonfrelempa marred all. Our 
ligbt-weight Toyagcr chancing to be sick ono uigbt — wo 
believe alternate hunger and plenty disagreed with him — 
m heavier friend volnnteered to descend ia his place. It 
wia with mach difficulty that he contrived to sqneeKO 
himaelf into the recess, and, as he descended, the rope — 
alas I— broke — I > A swift, sharp, rattling sound, followed 
by a heavy conctuaion — and, ws shame to say it, his com- 
poniona fled, leaving him to his hie. Ho spent the night 
on the kitchen drcMcr, among innumerable cookroaches, 

and nearly lightened Miss ■ into a fit when she nn- 

lockod the door on the following morning. Sot did Lo 



w.iit the advent of the landlady to decide on his Cirl^iit 
expulsion, but hurrying hia )ieraoiial properly into a voli«e, 
incontinently decamped, with no other uurds thtm suflio d 
to convey a strong bciiso of Lidigimiiiiu at ihc conduct of 
his fellow-boarders. And — we blusli lo recoid it llic en- 
tire blame of our midnight ravages was permitted to revt 
on his memory. His behavior and ojijxUU scrn voted 
atrocious. 

But all of us had to follow very speedily. Anrrlhis 
untoward discovery our Undtody locked the doors of both 
parlors, regularly, nl ten o'clock, and for a time inxisled on 
her busbaiid sleeping on the du)ing-tablc, as an od'liiioii.il 
security. Wo could licai- hltn snoring, even on the second 
floor, wbcro we were domiciled in a small apartment in 
which the proverbial feat of " swinging a cat," could not " 
certainly have been nccomjilislied without dnmage to the 

. head or tail of the animal. Mr, wns a tcrrilic snorcr. 

The boarders asserted that his wife ba<l to jilug her cars 
with cotton in order to avoid being kept nwake by his 
incessant performance on IhcnaaocUidc. But to tlio cause 






oval. 



Tlio increased Rtriotness of diseiplinc, then, rcdnced us 
■ to the most painful privations, which came to a oruis on 
the landlady's going out of town, and leaving her <l.tugli. 
ter to Bxsume official responsibilities. That well.noscd 
virgin, whether influenced by a deep sense of the trust 
repowd in her, a desire to merit it, or natural parsimony, 
exerted herself so as to bring matters almost to the famine 
pitch. She laid in a large quantity of Kilt mackerel — * 
such as one sees barreled and sleeping in strong-smelling, 
mnstard-colored liquor about the streets abutluig on tho 
North River — and intensely pickled pork, upon which 
dnintiea wo were dieted, without the sliKhtcst Tariely, fur 
a whole week. It is true, however, Uiat dificrcnt moLLs 
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of cooWoEf thcBC delicaoies were resorted to— tha prevail- 
ing onu being interring and tlion baking them in batter — 
thiiB producing a nort of pudding. More detestable ouli- 
narj oomporilions it might ho imposaibla to imagine. 
The Mventh appeannce of these at the dinner-table 
prodaced in open rebellion. In ominous silence each 
boarder recdved hia moietf of the obnoiJoas food, allow- 
tag it to renuuD, nntaated, before him, until all were 
Borred. And then, at a given signal (the ring-leader^ 
blotring his nose violeatly), each conspirator suddenljr 
Teverwd his pbte and its contents on the table-cloth, 
roso, wheeled about, and gravely stalked from the room, 
Mias littered a sharp littla scream, her fother an in- 
coherent exclamatiea, tha boardera uncognimnt of the 
secret stand in blank unacement, as the defiant one.'s 
closing the door with a bang, soaght an adjacent rcsLtu- 
rant, tbero to dine in plenty and triumph — only returning . 
at a late hour for their baggage. 

• •••••• 

We have already mentioned that the Mean Boarding- 
Bouae has ceased to enst. Some imha|ipy man— Heaven 

knows why — married tlie dnughtcr, and Mrs, (now 

a widow — for her husband hao gone to that bourne, where, 
it is to be presumed, tobacco and rheumatism are not) — 
raiides with her son-in-law. Hay he pomces the endnr- ' 
o austain the combined afflictions I 
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CHAPTER XIX. 
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DROAOWAY. 

WHITE marble or 
frco-Blnnc froni, 
extending from 
one to tiro hun- 
dred Sci-t on the 
fashionable sido 

pal thorough Eire, 
: or seven 
high -a 



over twenty feet 
wide, and a hundred deep, with luivuie ones in proportion 
— offices, saloons, parlors, lailies' and gentlemen's reccji- 
IJon-rooms, dining-rooms, rending-roomH, bath-rooms, bar- 
rooms, ordinaries and tea-rooms— apart in en to of all siics 
and degrees of luxury; rosevocd furniture, velvet tapes- 
'■■?■» gorgoons chandeliers, liuj»e mirrors, fresco paiuiingN, 
high ceilings, a stair-cose twelve feet wide, with lunding- 
places over twenty, on each floor — areom modal ions for 
four or five hundred guests, armies of waiters, a hcatinij 
apparatus located in a rear street, a throng of idlers at the 
door, arriving and departing vehicles, people up-slaim, 
down-stairs, and in my lady's diamber— ail this, nod bow 




IM Tiiz ruvBioLOuT uy 

tnnch more, ia euggcflted by tho words "a Broadway 
i Ilojel ?" 

^ In a preliminarj' dioiitor we have inlimnted that this 

f dan of EAtablUhmcnts Bcnrcely comes nndor our provincu. 

TboDgh poaaoBsuig their charaL-teriHtic, and indeed indi- 
vidual features, they are conducted upon so vast a scolo 
u lo afford hut litUo scope for tho portrayal of thorn per- 
sonal tmits which fonn so large an aggregate in lesB coni- 
prchcnsire struetiircs. Bonrders in a hotel may Icnow 
much or little of eneh other, according to mutual iu- 
dination, but, necessarily, only the outaide and general 
tapetm of otiaractcr will be visible. You can't sketch 
Ycry minutely in the midst of a crowd, and might as well 
attempt to describe the doings and peculiarities of the in- 
hiMtaiits of on entire street as to take {>en -photograph a 
of the various and ever-changing guests of tho Cosmopol- 
itan, St. Nicodemiis, or other " traveler's houses," Tho 
man who eits beside yon at dinner is as much a stranger 
as he who joittles past you in Broadway, lie may bo either 
aecnotor or awmdlcr, ond you are as little surprised, three 
days hence, to learn that he is a millioniuro, as that he's 
g(dng to be hanged. 

In tmth these lordly carnvansariea are no bad types of 
oar civilization — being very splendid, very showy, very 
pretentious, very expenuve, very uncomfortable, and con- 
taining all sorts of incongruous elements. Whether both 
be not fusceptiblo of coiisid^^rablo improvement, might bo 
a qnesUoo of some delicacy. We {of course) hare un- 
bounded &ith in eotial demoeroey, and are not prepared 
to deny that living in a big Broadway Hotel ia the Mphu 
tdtra of eziatcocc. 



Tie one we purpose to speak of cbuma a place in on 
▼olnme over grander eompetitorv, in oonaequenoo of il 



fwMscssing (in common with a few others) soroetliing nkiii 
[ij a privato character. Families aSeet it milicr th:)ii 
transitory boardc^^ though there arc, occa^onally, plcii- 
liful sprinklings of the latter. But tho pojiulation is 
iiuither BO migmtory nor so largo — and therefore (ho 
better fitted for our jwrtr-iyal. 

We shall not describe ilx location, general nppeantnec, 
or dcUil ninnagemant. We don't know its landlord. lie 
may have commenced life as a waiter, bar-tender, hotel- 
clerk, or steam boU'Stc ward— from each of which avoca- 
tions (we ore told) landlords of big New York Hotels 
have risen. lie m^iy be a geiitk'man of eiluealion and 
rchncment, or as ignorant as a ncwIy-imporUil Irishman 
or a poor Southerner, for aught wo know to tho contrary. 
Certainty his Establishment is an ably-rulcd one, and his 
gaesta' senses as luxuriously catered for aa in more pn>- 
tentiona rivals. Upward of two hundred persons find 
temporary or poimancnt accommodations within its 
walh. 

The latter belong to a class we have already had occa- 
sion lo speak of ns constituting the majority of tho in- 
mates of the Tii>-TopBoarding-lIousc. I'crhaps they're* 
trifle wealthier, but this ia by no means certain. Young 
lawj-ers and lawycr-j^lieeians, editors, pubiislicrs ojwre 
singers, and professional men generally; a few Uroadwiiy 
store-keepers, brokers from Wall-street, mid down town 
merchants — these, single and married, with many others 
of less definable position and vocations, live in our Fniu- 
ily Hotel. Men of independent incomes, Siat youths who 
are not only aware that their "old man wa« Iwni before 
them," but have also arrived at the pleasing comiction 
that his industry, or acquisitiveness, has antici|iatcd any 
ncoessity for labor on llicir part (except it be in the way 
of getting rid of the jarental dollai-s) ; families from the 



tooBtrj (duing the winter month*); wine who Uke 
** eodotj ;" widowi wbo wish to change that title, w who 
have gTOWS-ap daughten, and egotlatio old bachalcna— all 
who, inflnenood hj faahion, iodination, dislike to the ra- 
qmnaibilitui, or indifferenoe to the pleasuroa and nnctil/ 
of Amm; tbaj be rai^joeed to pr^er the mode of lifb— ore 
bere^ New Toiken preponderMing. Scmie hare boarded 
frmn Tear to jear, bting qnitfl AoAituis of the place, and 
entertaining no intention of quitting it. Othera accept it 
■a a period of tranntorj Rplendor, to be merged into the 
obeoarity of private boardfaig, or hooaelteepiiig, when in- 
eroaae <^ftmil7 or ahortneai of mewia eompels. 

Peiiu^M, Id the latter oue, antecedent hotel ezperieneea 
bardlf oondnoe to fiitnre hapi^Den, or to fit dther wife 
or hmbaod for tlw cheaiAd performance of their reepeot- 
ive dntieii Let ni ^aooe, though eonoril;, at the iner- 
iteUe rootine oTBfe in onr fiwhionable eumraamrj. 

Being emancipated from all thoea iwoaehotd minuter- 
Ingi, and little domeetio carea whioh are so tmljr degrad- 
ing to the fominine choraeter, lad^-boardcTB have loianre 
to derate themaelrea to the more inteUectna] art* of dron, 
and general flwotnation. In ■ ftahionable hotel jou mutt 
inm AihioDablf— of oontse. Who eonld think of ntting 
down to a dinner at whieh two hmidred gncots aawmtde 
^where, at a given dgnal, an equal tinmbor of oarefollj'- 
driUed water* remove the didi^oovora with a dezterou . 
floorah of their vrtiit»gloTed hand»— whore a band of 
BMie, in fidl blaat, eooompeiiie* general maift)cAtioD~in 
other tbao baU.eostome, or eometfaing verj near it. In- 
deed, even tn llie forenoon, what ladj, with any re^Mot 
for heraelC wonld riak the ohanoe of being tem in a {Jain 
moming^tMk f Tlnngfa, to be mre, we have heard of 
hil^tbom duHM in England and Fnnoe (whom, aa nmple 
I are vMtar^j anxione to teoemble) do 
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ant moment Iii &ct, his wife tuu nothing to du but flirt 
— ond doei it aooordingly. And if C (who is K married 




man, tad nngfat to knoir better), b talking doqnenti; to 
Um D on wme mibjeot which bring* the blood to h«r 
eheeka (rendoring hor rougt onneoeMuy for the moment) 
— ^>eople matt be sodable when thej' meet in the (ame 
■alo«i, evening after evening. Tii their own &nlt if 
woTM ooooT, Tet perhapa it 'a not always adviaable to 
ma anoh riaka, u a big hotel mtut inevitablj preaent, 
Amoog two hundred penons aome few may be characten 
one would nt wiah to aee one 's wiib waltring with. It is, 
however, bat jnatioc to My that there are boardora as ex> 
oloaiva in their hablta as is po«aible. 

Both Udies and gentlemen finding so man/ attraetiona 
•ofidting tiMir tttonlioo, it ia bnt little wonder that tho 
oUma of the rUng generation are oreriooked, or, at loaat, 
i^jodkioadj provided for, Banitaiy peopk aaseit that 
(Udiw*B qipalitai danaad little boTond bread, milk, 



itntor, sugar, light broths, an<l such simple diet ; but 
jurenilo American etoinai^hs ai'o nut to bo dictated to 
Dllcr that fashion. Tliu boys anil girls at our Family 
Hotel hiLVQ an especial tabic set for tlicm, about aa hour 
earlier than their seniors' Jiuticr, wliero they indulge in 
hot, unctuoiu soups, liighty-njiiccd French cookery, Gtnlo 
pastry re-warmed, (iishcM made indigestible n'ilh mcltctl 
butter, cakes, tarts, comlits, pickles, and swcetracaia, 
Hieir breakfOBt comprises stcong cofico, hot rolls, and 
molasses. As for exercise, their mothers cant be troubled 
with them while going out shopping, so they're confined 
to a room devoted to that purponc, or allowed the o|)])or- 
tnnity of running about the Iioukc, being chidden for en- 
tcring saloons, and listening to tlie oaths and improving 
conversation of tho waiters, or hearing them make love 
to the chamber-jnaids. If they don't thrive under tliis 
treatment, but become excitable, nervous, and sick, the 
doctor is called in to remedy matters. 

— ^But then the children ore always very prettily drcncd. 
If live hundred doUare can be need up in tho way of lace, 
embroidery, fiills, rosettes, and ruffles on the [wrson of a 
" blessed baby,** to much the better. 

It scarcely comes within onr province to do more than 
jott bint at ccrtjun other peooliarities incidental to life in 
n New York Hotel. Our instonoe of tho lady-sharper in 
the Tip-Top Board ing-nonte.faaa often been dwarfed by 
the ingenuity and audacity of cfievalieri tfindutlrie, as 
cxereiwd at the expense of both landlords and lodgera in 
these giant Establishments, nor are swindlers of the softer 
sex nncommon. We have heard of gentlemen of diitin- 
gui appearance bong diHOOvcred . with spoons in thdr 
pockets ; of ladioa of equivocal character obtaining ad> 
missoD for equivocal porpoaea ; even of mothera trusting 
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to their own chmna. or thme of their diughUns to d* 
c*«»rg« pooaiii.,7 oMgatioDs. Bat the l«Hooiid« like m 
■lMd«r, ud m dont beliare it. 




CHAPTER XX. 

niB Aitnsra' boahuinu-iiouhr. 

. RTI^'rS. do not, in gcocm], 
oflict Doonling IIuuhm 
'Wlictlii.r llieir i rofcvwon 
' — n tiiLli 111 iome com-h 
filix-ara to iia\o n iLiid 
eitcy to tlio ili.iUujtn(.i t 
of ccccntncitita of cuh- 
t lino Ml J cliaractLP — 
rciidcra tliom avcrtK! to 
onj routino cxistLiice, or 
Hlictlicr DU uiitnuiiinulctl 
lifo btttcr accordH h 1 1) 
tlio iiccctwitics of tlicir posiliuii wodo not icntiiru todo. 
cido, simply atating tlio £ict Some jin-rcr taking tlair 
inonb M restaurants, bivouacking at nigbt in tlioir stuiHus 
or ofGcGS amiil tlio botorogcocoiu medley of articles only 
to bo Been in each places — as plnstcr-casta, boxing-glovcn, 
caiieli, aqiurea of canvas, skulls, fcncing-fiiU, portfolioM, 
pipes, armor, weapons, and ikclches. Thin, though cii- 
diuAblo enough in summer (when 3 bachelor on tho right 
side of thirty feels thrco fourth* independent of Iho no> 
ocssitj of a Iiomc, and can stick npon his office-<loor tlio 
faiscription " Oono to Xootka Sound — Bock somo time in 
(lie FoU," without consulting any body), iant agrccaUo 
in winter,' Comfnog on the floor with a bnflhloakin fur 
matriN and ooontoriMno, a i>air of boots and an old ooat 
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for ft pillow, prores monotoDoui, not to any dreary when 
tbe jDow liea nine inches deep on the window rill ; even if 
yoo bATent lo jonraey to the ne«t grooery-atora in tho 
moTnuig, for water to wash with, as tho Crolon is froccn in 
your building. Therefore artiBta who like Robingon-Cnt- 
•064ng In the mininier, frequently board doring winter. 
It wai under the Utter aspect wo hikd on opportunity of 
ahaerviog them. 

BIeeokcr-8treetis,jxir«ax«a«nee,tho street of Boarding- 
Bonscs. What tenement ia not a shop may bo safely a»- 
Bomed sa devoted to the accommodation of the boarding 
pnblia On summer evenings not a sloop but has ito knot 
of male bonrders " cooling ofP' after tho hpotof the day; 
not an open parlor-window but frames loveliness enough 
to knock any " Book of Beauty" into a cocked hat ; the 
whole thoroughfikfo, indeed, presenting a continuous gal- 
letyofmetropolitan manhood and femininity. Our Artists' 
Boarding-House waa in Bleeckcr-strcet 

We remember its proprietress ns tho most deservedly 
popular of landbdies. She sliono equally in her social and 
)irofesrioniU capacities. Her temper and beef were beyond 
all {iraiac, her morality and mutton of the best qnalily. In 
epito of fourteen ytars of Boardmg.I louse life, she had 
rctamod such refreshing simplicity of cbamcler os to !« 
totally Ignorant of the meaning of the words "bnmdy 
toddy" (upon their utterance by one of the inmates of her 
EsUblisbment) ; to merely associattj the idea of sonio 
flexible subrtjuice with "bender," and to consider a woik 
of art alone snggested by "bust." She held very strict 
notions of propriety, thinking that a husband ought not 
to appear with his coat off, in bis wife's presence, under 
~ tnj circumstances. She had a natural turn for match- 
nuking, and believed that at least on» marriage ought to 
flOBWofforeryyeu'withbherEatablishment. Aud,6nally, 



Bho used to immohito hentclf on the altar of an old ladr- 
boarder who had her meals sen'cd in her own room, and 
Iras a mysterious personage, generally. 

There might have been from fifteen to twenty pemons 

resident at Mm. 'b, of whom lialt^aKloEcn wcrcarlinis. 

Numerically, llicrcforc, they were in the minority, Boei:il[/ 
tlicy assumed prominence enough to justify our nclcclion 
of the present Chapter's title. Wc shall only opoak of 
the profcsHonal boarders. 

Konc of tho arlixls dined nt Mrs. 's, save on Sun- 
days ; being engaged at their several studios, ofliccs^ 
biirini, etc., during the day, to reunite at evening. Tliis 
generally took place in tlie front basement, a largish room 
on a little lower level tli.in the side-walk — just the rort of 
Ajkirtmcnt ordinarily occujiicil by Doctoi's. Nominally 
tliis chamber belonged to the t«'o who sleiit in it, pravticnily 
to the artist fraternity. We xlinll take what tlie poet of 
Jillewild denominates " Ilurrygraphs" of some of them. 
Our first selection is the Comic Artist. 

If there l)c a popular su|M>rstiliiin to the effect that 
"fuuny men," whether wicldoni of pen or pencil, are an 
obstrcpcroui<ly hilarious generation, he was B signal con> 
trodiction to it. You would n't have noticed any thing 
especially comic about him. He was an individual of quiet 
exterior and observant eye. He had the air of a gcnilo- 
manly fellow, with not too much to do on his hands, and ft 
steady conviction in his mind that ho ought to be delib- 
erately miserable. Wo once knew a Methodist minister 
who, simultaneously with a bad attack of tootli-ochc, tost 
hia Hit,untion in conaeqnenco of tho generally terrific naturo 
of his diacouracs, which bad driven aoveral old women (of 
both seiea) croay. Well, our Comic Artist resembled 
liim — only he had a moustache, and seemed a little mora 
despondent, as being less assured of the safety of bissouL 



The amotmt of work ho "got tliroHgh" with mi.'lil 
have Mmrod anjr ho.]y— but a Comic Artiat. Thero 
Boomed no end to hia labors. Ision'a wheel, or Siayphiis'a 
itone-roUJng were nothing to them. Contemplating tlio 
^ Piloaof"bigent«,""|ittlocnt.,""«uia"orall.hapo.ai.,l ■ 
taut, « rata" for oomio weoklica, " cot." for eomio monih- 
Iioa, book illuatrationa, magazine illnatrationa, deaigna for 
IKWeni-drawing. in abort of every eoneeivable and in. 
conceivable character— oontcmplaiing Ihcae, ne eay to 
the nneeaaJng.production of which our artiat'a time was 
devoted, it ia probable that the Tartarean gentlemen r^ 
cently mentioned had an easy time of it comj«ircd with 
Uin. H. moat h,™,a,rfnp whole fcreaia of bor.wood, 
•hiptala of padh^ banola of take white, and oanrnea 
of pumMMtone in the eaordae of bla profeaaion I 

In Uaaing away at the peocadilloea and foUie. of human 
•Mm, he aomothnea manlli.ted a aohlune independence 
of lb. «nona of art Hia notion, of proportion wem 

S~™lly>egiil.t«ibytbem, and qeaUty of the boa-wood • 
Mooka he work«i upon. The dialoo.th>n of. Bmb i„ 
ord» to bring U into . oortain part of tho picture, or to 
..old . faol, waa . little Minic Hoonao of which ho Ho- 
q~iiUy .vailed bimaolt H. wool.l draw a diaiointod 
jonnj ««i of the 8rat (tahion, eight feet high, convening 
TOb . Ihiolnrrf ben. whoa, am, tormlmtted at h™ 

Ho. th. rgb. Untaati. Jation-aneh bemg hu noti™ rf 
V iJ" * '•'>«»-*» conception of «i ItMimao- 
"«Mi»™drelre*m«nl. Bnt tvlial war. the litu. 
"T** ° «»»l«Hao. with hia morita, hia oiquiaita pe,^ 
SrJJ^. todicnma, hU Inatinotlv. to,, of the bean, 
^imthie pk»ot,J.pbdoprT>g«dii«™,^hla «t,«,niin,ry 
pwaa. of bmlenpift ' 

A fiat««Mn,i ongM h»dl7h>T. b«a ooocavcd 



than woa afforded bjr another boarder. LiLc the horo of 
Tennyson's bullad, lie won a " landscnpc-jmintcr," aui] quito 
a young lady'a beau ideal of an BJtist. Ito liad long, dork 
Iioir, Homi-nMiliincLolic eyes, a Vandy kish beard. IIo «-uro 
a widcvalccvcd-and-KloaLcd-black-vclvcl coat, a broad *om- * 
brvro hat, was over dx feot bigli, and generally rcBctnblctI 
a conBiiniptive younger brother of Charles the Firiit of Eng- 
land run to seed. (He did n't look bo poetic in his atdicr 
costume, a ragged jacket, pants on which ho used to try 
his brushes, und hia hair tied behind with a bit of Etritig.) 
We called him the " Picturesque An.iehroniam." 

He painted big pictures of mcuntnin scenery with bril- 
liant molasses fbregroonda, cylindtical water, and in^NMn' 
ble Indians. (lie spent half the year among the Catskilb, 
lib rural attire oomprisug a few bowio-knivca, eimdry 
hatchets, an alpenstock or monntain-i>o1e shod with a 
spike, and huge jack-boots.) Ilis friends and conipani«Ds 
were at the pains — in consideration of his appearance — to 
invent all sorts of startling and ingeniously-elaborated 
DBrrotiTes, wherein he figured as a heroic miscreant of 
Sontheni birth, guilty of romaoticvilUinioscnongli tosct 
him up as hero for a heontomb of yellow-coTcrod novcla. 
In point of fiict, ho hailed from down East, and had n't 
been fiirther aouth than Philadelphia in his life. But ta 
this hour we mispect him of a latent admiratkiii fi>r the 
character asoiibed to him. 

Tho othora we shall dintiiss more briefly. Ono waa ■ 
yonng Englishman of unpleasontlyrompant animal spiritu, 
addicted to practical jokes, to saying the most insulting 
things with the most good-hnmorod air in tba worid, and 
( to buHosquo opera vocalization — in ivhich ho and another 
of the party greatly excelled. We believe he had oom- 
monoed artJifb on a Panorama which did n*t pay— proba- 
bly in onueqnenoe of Ida being engaged on it. He now 
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drew for booka and newspapers. A Tonrth had sn intel- 
lect naUack-Sheppardish pbfsiogiiomy, and a queer, semi- 
Kluiichcan gygtcm of pliUonopby which incnicatod that 
nobodr oonld bo hitppy without Bomebody else bring 
aimaltaneonsly roiserublo. He puinted in oil, and was 
mupectcd of writing pretty songs and lively stories— ititli 
artist* fcr their heroes — for k Sunday ncwspnpcr. A fifth 
idkyed on the gnitar ; asixthhadarcd beard, and was very 
Dear-sighted — which is all we con recollect about them. 

These, then, constituted the Artist Community. Tho 
bagemcnt in which they — to nso a Scotticism— forcgnth- 
ered, was characteristic of its frequenters. No amount of 
Mtention on the part of the chamber-mBids coold make it 
look tidy. All freshness and elasticity was squccicd out 
of the bods by four or 6ve gentlemen sittiog or reclining 
on them at tho same time, amid tobacco ash and cigar 
•ttunps. The choirs contained wash-basins full of indefinite- 
colored water, which looked as if it had got black in tlio 
fcoe in trying to look like ohampngne. Plaster casts 
blockaded tho windows. Boung-glovea resembling SuoU;li 
Haggitu (if thftt bo the correct plural), or npple-pud- 
dings suffering fiom the combined attacks of mumps, 
yellow-jaondice, dropsy, and oramp, littered the floor. 
Portfolio^ yawnbg like sick oyntcre disgorging ill- 
digested sketches, toy around. An easel and lay-figure 
stood in % comer. Weapons, erery one of which had 
been used for some domestic purpose, from sharpening 
pencils, toasting bread, opening oysters, cleaning pipes, to 
polcing the fire, covered the table, hcterogooeously jum- 
bled together with pumice-stone, crayons, crumbs, charred 
wood, empty bottles, box-wood blooka, cards far whiten- 
jb'g them, files begrimed with black-lead, Indian ink, 
Mgar-casefl, sketohee, oenta, and illustrated newqtapeni 
Here onr Artists sometimes worked nootuniaUy. 



Not nlwfij-s. though. They sometimes plnyc<l. Drop- 
iiiii" ill ofnn evening, you might find yourself the anmu'd 
center of a half ft <lo7.en tcmi>orary lunatics indulging in 
the wildcat of gynmartics over olinirs, bods, and tables. 
Or a qniet convcrwilou would bo interrupted by the Eng- 
lish artist (who, by-lhc-wny, liod contracted a playful 
liablt of hurling elnhs at tlio bend of any in-eomor) com- 
mencing a vocal imiiution of the newest o|icra ha»»o or 
temrr, when the otlicrs joining in, you were incontiuently 
hurried into a Mablstrflm of melody. Or a boxing mat<-U 
would bo in progress. Wo remember how a genllcmuu 
got knocked throvgh his rccently-comjilctcd jiicturo— a 
tei^eel-by-sis oue designed for lu^cuuo exIiibitioiL 




During the opera neiFon loweicr tho basement »ai 
olYen untciiinled of c^emi em, niid tlw-iys on Saturdaj-s, 
when tho party iltciidwl ft 1 lernr\ in 1 nrtihtie club hold 
fit a Gtrman ta\orn where tin v wmz iwngs, told sloncfl, 
made punB.mid drank lager bier If inyof them returned 
homo kcyles^ between tho hoiin« f I and 2 they boot 
devil s-Utt«os on tho winloM pnnei nil admitted They 
lay very Inte m bed on tin fnllowmg mornings but 
didnt lose their Im lifastH— ns the landhdv was very 
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good-natured. Some mBnifcBtod an indiflcrcDco to tlio 
nical, preferring & sliort pipe in bed. 

Mra, was, indeed, the most good-liuniored of land- 

ladica, and her honae tho plcosoiitcst of which wo hnvb 
experience. She overlooked tlio rough unage of her basc- 
nent chiun. (The backs generally came out when ono 
nt upon them.) Wo don't attribute the turning tho 
Uatuetie of tho Fighting Gladiator with hla Cice to llio 
wall to Aer, bnt rather to tlio nnneccRsarily rampant moi!- 
crty of an Iriah chamber-maid. We never aaw her out 
of temper but once — when certain of the boarders (not 
wtiatB) purloined a ham-bone from the pantry at raidniglit, 
inoked it, and deported tho orteological fragment on tho 
window^ill of the myiterious old lady; getting out of a 
window on the roof of an ont-hoiise to effect the injuiioua 
implication. 

We doDt know if oar arti«t friends anj still resident in 
her Establishment. The advent of aummor attracts the 
fiMemily irrcsiBtiblf from baked nde-walka, pitiless sun- 
glare, and simooms of dty dost, to the blue cones of the 
CatsktIlB, the breeay heights of the White Slountains, tlio 
giant lakes'of the North, and other portioca of American 
IVijr Lmd. We nuf meet tbem again id winttr. 




CHAPTEJ 1X1. 

•Utt VEOETARIAN BOABDIMG-UOUSE (aS 
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commencing tlie 
present Chapter wo 
would csjiccially dia- 
ciaim any intention 
of dcRcribing a cer- 
tain Establishment yet 
extant among us. Of 
th.it weknowuoninro 
than that it is i^id to 
bo conducted on an 
approach to — though 
not strictly— Vegeta- 
rian prindidca; and 
that ita proprietor has 
tho rcpulalion of a 
gentleman and a roan 
of Bcicnec. Our Vcp- 
etari.in Boarding-Honso isan entirely different affcir; and, 
to the best of our hnowlodge, cciwed to exist npwarda of 
four years ago. Yet its poculiaritlea are worthy of pres- 
ervation. 

The tenement vaa ono of those old-fashioned, comlbrt- 
able-Iooking, rod-brick ones margining the Battery. W^ 
liccMne » boarder partly in conaoqueiico of tliia k>cMinn, 
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thongb WD Bcknovlpilgo cnrioaitj aa our princiiKil inditro- 
ment. It wna anltiy July ncnthcr, and we hud n'l <1>'!- . 
Iara«iiou((h to eomposi nistication. "Wt olwajs loved tho 
Battery before the citf authoritici made a big dirt-pie ot 
it. The eparkling w^ra of the hay rippling in golden 
imilight, the pleasant rostlo of leaves OTcrbead, and the 
•hadow-checqaered grow nndor foot were niggcetive of 
other than oity life — and as for abstinence from flesh diet, 
one doesn't feel very carnivorous in snminer, and could 
give one's self a dispensation at a restaurant, if drsirablc. 
Bo, obtuoing an introdnction to the proprietor, wo became 
an inmate of the Vegetarian Boardiitg-Houso. 
He WM ft tall, ^Mre man, with a large nose, light watery 
eyesandbutlittlo hair, though 
ho wore a straggling hay-col- 
ored beard, Idlto the wise 
men of old he hailed from the 
East. His life seemed to havo 
been spent similarly to those of 
tlie Athenians in Soriptoro in 
inquiring for n«io(/ttni7*. Not . 
an ton -whether philosopliio, 
pbilsnthropio or thcologic, but 
had, in its torn, subjugated 
fain). Ho had shower bathed his soul v'ah Unitarianism, 
frozen it up tight in Tmnscendentalism, thawed it out 
with UniTenulism, besmoked it in Su'edcnborgianisiii, 
IcQoalced it higher than a kite with Millerism, let it putrify 
in Monnonism, flayed it with Sliaking'^uakerism, buried 
it under General Negntion, and dug it up with Spiritnol- 
ism. He bad kept a Water-cure Establiihment, visited 
Jcaria, lived in a Phnlnnstery, and ofiioiated ns " Elder" at 
Snit litke. He had been ridden on a rail snd tarred anil 
feathered, as an Abolition ist-lectarer, dmvn South. He 




h.-id anticipated Ncol Dow in the advocation of the AInti.e 
I^w. At the time of our sojourn in his Board ing-Hnuie 
he devoted himself, almost oxcluaively, to Vcgctariaiii>iu 
and the Woman's Rights movement. 

-His wife — taken a/ter tlto Mormon episode — wasalill!o 
rigid woman, witliout eye-Lrows. If the reader can ima- 
gine an elderly frog hboring under the combined miscrie* 
of n severe stoniacli-aclio and the conviction that lie wnN 
going insane and had betlercommil suicide, that will convey 
someideaofthe expression of her countenance, Shealrays 
dressed in black, wore very scanty frocks, black cotton 
stocking", and thick shoes. Shu had accompanieil her Ini* 
bsnd ill what may bo designated his thcologic snd social 
benda-s, in some cases prercOing him. She was a keen 
politidan (Wbolo-Tickct-Diod-in-tlie-Wool-Anti-Uuion- 
Pro.Amalgamation -Anti .Statos-Uights-and-No -Backing 
Out Stri[)e), and studied anatomy witli the view of prac- 
ticing as DoctrcsB, Happily for. society in general, slio 
had no children. 

Tliere were but few boarders, our arrival completing; 
the half dozen — a select circle of originals as wo ever en- 
countered. Before discriminating them into individuals 
we will speak of the Establishment generally. 

Our landlady had as much faiih in cold water as Prelss- 
nits or a mermaid. Her bouse, licr person, her very cut 
was ovcr-woslied. If it had rained iii-doors nil day long 
the house cauldnt have been wetter. From gnmt 
to basement, both chambers and stnir-caso were always 
in a moiw or loss hydropathic condition. You turned 
out for an unsuspecting walk of half an hour's dumlinii, 
to find, on regaining your apartment, the chairs block- 
ading tho passage, the di^ecta membra of your bc'I- 
stead reclining against the wall, and a stout oegrcss on 
her hands and knees, scruhbing away with perwiveraneo 
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U)d ener^ worthy of a better caaae. Porfaaps Ure. 

would be snpetintouding — and quite nady to cruab yon 
with BAnatorjr aathorities in case of objection. Our iluor 
waa reodered »o damp hy these proceedings that wo 
■honld n't have been surprised at seeing a plentiful crop of 
mnshrooniB or toad-stoois spring up under the wonliiDg 
stand, or to have found an eel in tbe pockets of the old 
coat which aervod us for a dressing-gown. 

Ventilation and sunlight were also hobbies of our land- 
Lid}'. Now, in Julf, few persons object to the former, but 
it's not altogether agreeable to ait al dinner in the full 
bloie of the sun, his i-ay s coDcentrating with a more than 
bnming-glass power upon your physiognomy — albeit the 
meal m of a cooling nature. Wo have seen a gentleman's 
BOM begin to blister, and the cuticle peeliug from a lady's 
countenance. If you remonstrated at such Salnmandcrish 

treatment, Jlr. talked about the Arabs of tlic great 

Sahara, proved that hats were an cfFcminacy, and attrib- ■ 
oted ophthalmia to the use of protcctivcs from the sun's 
rays. It was one of his peculiarities never to look hot. 
lie might have token the arm of Shadrach, Mushach and 
AbeduegOi in their little promenade, with perfect impu- 
nity. Whether addressing a room full of people, digging 
in tho back garden, or preeiding at tabic (we have seen 
him under each aspect), he was etjually frigid and mipcr- 
turbable. 

Our moals — at which wo formed a snng family party — 
wore served with unilbrm cleanliness, and excellently 
prepared. Every thing was nf the herbaceous or &rina- 
oeon* desoriptign, of course. We hod no meats, no fish, 
no gravy-sonpn. Tea and coffee wore also rejected, aa 
^ stimnhmts. But every variety of vegetoble appeared at 
onr tobte, as also fruit and pastry. (No butter entered 
into tha coinp6i<!tir>n of the latUr, that being a tobooc<l 



article ) Bananas, melons, peaches, grapcM, orange^ cher- 
ries, pine-apples ; all the daintier forma of Vegetarian fi.ro 
were provided with a liberal hand. Tho display, indeed, 
c»cocdcd our expectations. Wo saw Vegi-tanan diet 
under its most attraetivc (summer) aspect. Whether iho 
fraternity were confined to lumi|«, etc., during U.e winter 
season we can not determine. In spring they generally 
went out to graw at a country EKtabliahinent, located 
Bomewlierc in ConnecUcut, and owned by a relative of 
the landlord's. 




Desccnlng from oar neatly-ordered tl ou„b damp 
apartment, to a b nkl st of tho n a r al rtc n I) lo- 
Bcribcd, waa agreeable enough. Wo began to think our 
Vegetarian frienda might possibly bo right, and that wo, 
hitherto, had been living in a atatc akin to cannibalinn. 
We thought of Adam and Eve, in PamdiM 14"'-. and "f 
the Angel, taking dirmcr with them. Wo rcrafcmlwre.l l» 
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have read that Brahmins generally reached a good oM 
ago (in tlio event of their not shortening their dayg l,y 
making Srcfl on the topa of their heads, inserting knives 
into their abdomens, nndertaking lo stare the sun out of 
conntenancc, or similar devotional proceedings). Wq 
looked at the anti-carnivorons passages b Quet'i Mab, 
and thought of the Golden Age. What if we went in for 
innocence and vcgetabies in good earnest? But befort; 
doing so wo resolved to obeervo then- effeota as evidenced 
by our fellow -boarders. 

They appeared generally healthy, but unusually quies. 
cent individuals. Firrt, ud mo« prominent among them 
was « middle-aged man of loose figure, large, colorless 
coimtenaiieo, and little eyes— something like adropsicaJ 
tomip, with two raisins slnek in it. In-doors ho wore 
% long, green-buze coat, a straw hat bordered with bright 
listing, and alippcri. llo also cirried a large, tarnished 
silver watch, to which, in lien of chain or guard, was at- 
tached a tarry string. The expectation nnttirally eidted 
by hia appeamneo was more than justified by his opinions 
and characteristics, in describing which we sliall risk tho 
charge of cxnggeralion, if not of pure invention. Ho 
prided himself on being a man of syttem. Considering 
bod an effeminacy, and hurtful to the development of tho 
hunun body (as affording fiicilitioa for laj-ing on one ride, 
ud w contraoUng the chest), he preferred reposing on a 
Barrow plank, placed upon two chairs— being covered 
only by a sheet. This was his at/ttem of sleeping. In 
diet be confined himn-lf to particular dishes, always eating 
tho peel with the fruit or vegetables, whether orangen, 
peaches, or potatoes, in the belief that removing it do- 
. prived them of remarkable stomachic virtnes. (Ha even 
attempted lo devour the rinds of water-melons, coco^-nnts, 
■nd pineapples, correoting the internal disoompoanre 
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thereby provoked by taking ginger.) Th« con«.tutcd 
bis .yJtem of eating. In drinking bo confined hunsclf to 
water, occasionally 6avoriiig it with boiled onions, a weak 
infusion of sassafra- or lemon-peel, in the beneficial <]ual. 
itiea of which he had strong lailh. 

He was the strictest Vegetarian of the community, an.l 
the most intolerant of the flesl.-ealing barbarians of llie 
outer worid. He never used the words ».M^ berf, I'ork, , 
or mutton; employing m Ueu of them such denunc.atory 
terms as rfearf J&.^ cow's corpse, butrhcrtd hog, and the 
like Wino, beer, and spiiits he considere direct niven- 
tions of the Arch Enemy. Yet be smoked-not tobace.i, 
but dried sun-flower leaves, thereby i-roducing such ..f- 
fcnsive odors that be was requested to confine hmiself to 
l.i^ own room during such indulgcuce^ Ho had alw-so 
lie informed us-onee tried a mixture of opium, tea-leave^ 
and red pepper, but could n't stand it. 

This bit of confidence was vouchsafed in hia chamlK-r, 
whither" wo were, one day, invite.!. Tl.e rocn was as odd- 
' looking as its occiii«...t. Ho had made it an especial con- 
dition with the landlord that hofhouM bo iinuiltcd (O 
furnish it according to hU own inclinations-iii puninaneo 
of whicli thb ceiling had been painted ofa lively blue, the 
floor of an equally bright green. This, he said, was in 
accordance i*-ith nature. He had even caused the artirt 
to attempt certain cxtrnordinary delineations of birds and 
butterilies uponthe walls (the l.ntter as lar-,'0 as coeke.1 
lints), and at about three feet above the wainBCOt, to de- 
pict a row of gigantic sunflowers— tho yellow put in with- 
out regard to expense. Sunflowers, we imagine, were a 
weakness of our fellow boarder's. He often wore one i.i 
his button-hole in his morning walks on the Battery, and 
onee took to eatmg their «ced*-«arTjing them sboul m 
ft largo popiertnaehi snuff-box, and pressing them upon 



isa Tin pnTBioLOOT or 

othern. Ofliis origin and post avocations wc woro nnablo 
to learn any thing, he himself mointainiDg a resolnto si- . 
jence on thcso beads. Ho hail airived one evening with 
hii effect* — consisting of a largo trnnk, a bird-cage, a vo- 
Hse, and > dog-It cnnci— in & wheelbarrow. Tlio two latter 
aitidea wero yet extant in the btkck-yard. Tiieir owner 
kept a rat in tlio bird-cage, which sabcequentljr died on 
his attempting to feed it eKcliiHivcly on cnbb.igc-stalks. 

Some of these peculiarities were coiiimunic!it«d to iia 
by a fellow-boarder who occupied an adjoining apartment, 
and was himself only second in eccentricity to their orig- 
inator. A thin, eager-looking man, his light reddiah- 
oolored hair onrlcd crisply all orer his head, like (ino 
mahogany ahavingi. Ho stooped in wolldng, was very 
near-aighted, and carried an oye-gtoEs. Ho hod adopted 
VegetoHanism not so much on account of principle as for 
the better ond more unclouded development of bis intel- 
lect — which he devoted, solely and entirely, to attempts ,U 
discovuriiig how tho art ofjli/inff might bo rendered prac- 
ticable. Wo are inclined to think tho celebrated " Sloon 

. Hou" of Richard Adams Locke, with its plagiariEcd dc- 
taili of winged Lunarians, hod first turned his thought in 
this direction. Ills room was littered with tho ilebris of 
abandoned nrial machinery. Wings of whalcbone-ribbed- 
indi»-rabl»r, to be worked by an abortive contrivance, 
vhicb seemed a compromise between a colTee-miU and 
pdr of bellows; on artificial eagle's toil, of immense site, 
vitb breast to match, and apparatus for inflating it when 
ftstened on -the wearer; queerly-shaped balloons like clr- 
onlor BMsages,to snstain the imaginary sronaut, while Ijc 
won his way throngh'fieldr of air, by tnming aomnic 
wbiiA pnt in motion fnor lai^ pieoei of framed eanvas 

~ nwambling the sails of a mill — these and more ingcnions 
Inveiitioni irere here. He pat them on in oar presence. 
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od in mvinCicturing an orthodox spiritual Medium. Both 
ladica oecasionallj dressed in Bloomer costume, the elder 
wearing spootaclcs, pantalotte. of black crape, and an 
ambrcUa. 

Tbe remaining boarder had no greater peenliaritJcs 
tiian those of genera] fpeechIeis^c»^ the habiia of staring 
out of ibe window for ho.ini together, bolting his food 
whole, and remaining locked up in the batb-room for 
many consecutive hours, when he was gencmlly imdor- 
Btood to be trying the cold-water cure. Ho always came 
oirt Tery Icidcn in aspect, and resentful of inquiries u 
to how be felt. We bclievo he was a Vonnonter, and 
had been a schoolmaster. 

With these companions, then, we dinraaJly asaemblcd 
at the Vegetarian table. The conversation, in which our 
landlord took tho lead, was generaUy of a mild and itm'j 
diameter. The effect of the diet may be thus described : 
A strong disinclination to do anything; an uanatiiral 
meekness of disposition; a tendency to boils,- and a 
generally-sublimated and windy estimation of oar own im- 
portance and destiny, wore tho primary results. We ex- 
perionced a sort of tranquil dissaiiafection with tho world 
in genoroi, and a dcsiro to set it to rights through tho 
m^ii.m of v-Titing letters to the ^iritwd Ttkgmph, 
Wtittr-Cun and J'Arenvlogical JoumaU, which papers 
fi>rmed part of tho weekly literature of our Boardmg- 
IIoBso. We read the matrimonial advertisements in iho 
iMt^iamod periodical, and began to speculate on Uie pro. 
priety of taking for a wife some young lady with cold 
gray eyes, sandy hair, a largo waist, severely rational 
principles, Wg feet, and strong feith in the Uaine Law. 
_ We shndder to think of our condition, and gladly turn 
to 6ur rescne. MonUoning, in oonfideneo, our inlentioos 
to % fli«ad, be, rtmok with ahma and horror at the state 



of mind to which wo were reduced, at once resorted to 
vigorous measures for cffcctbg our deliverance. Sitting 
listlessly one evening in the front parlor, engaged in ll.o 
study of entomology, as manifested in the disacctioa of 
largo worms by tho g^cn-coated boarder (he ivas partial 
to such operations), wo were summoned forth. Our friend 
proposed a moonlight sail upon Ibc Iludsoii— wu agreed. 
A boat was in waiting, into which wo stepped, and for a 
eouple of hours danced merrily over the silvery siirihro 
of our beautiful bay. We became hungry — he produced 
ham sandwiches; thirsty— he proffered champngnc. Our 
readers wiil spare us tho particulars of our fall. 

We have a general ImpresMon of our legs doubling up 
considerably, and of tlio trees behaving in a remarkable 
manner as we crossed tho alternate moonlight and shadow 
of tho quiet Battery to our Doarding-IIotisc, at about 2 
in tho morning ; of being asustcd upstairs by our friend 
and tbo landlord— tho hitter in scanty drapery and out of 
temper; of subsequently going to bed with our hat on. 
On tho following mombg wo quitted' the Vcgotaiiaii 
Boording-IIouse. Nor have wo, since, encountered our 
landlord or any of his guests. Wo Icam, however, that 
with his lady, bo has relapsed into Spiritualiem, ud hi 
making a good thing of A. 




CHAPTER IXII. 

MM MXDtcu. BTitiEirrs' BOAxoam-uoTaiB. 

OW tnmj of our rea^crg can 
reoolloct the ideas geiicmlly 
cntertAincd witli regard lo 
Hodicol StadcDta l>cfore tlia 
cxistcnoo of Dickens' /"icA- 
tuiei JPapert f Were Uiey 
I not supposed to bo palo, 
studious, intellectual, inttr- 
tiling young menp — often 
figuring as heroes in An- 
niials, Forgei-MerNoCi, and 
thp liko fccblc-mindcd litera- 
ture? Such is tlio testimony 
, ir mcmoiy on the point. 

But tlio Real~m the Bliapfl of ilr. 
Cob San-ycr, and Mr. lien Allen— 
ourted tJio Idfc^ as effectually as did 
CervantWknight the paladins officii- 
■ tious chivalry. Albert Smith's lively 
fmeh papers only deepened the Kokwiokian imprewon 
wd a sentimental Medical Student is dow a. nre a obarao. 
ler in books as in reality. . 

Uittighl not be difficult to decide why they should 
b« U» raekMj geaention they oertftinly we. » Croato . 




rhymes with joker," says Goldsmith's Good-natured Man, 
and those whose professional studies necessarily biiiig 
llicm into contact with the more lugubrious aiiiecls of 
lifo, may plead that they are half jiisllticd, on tlio Einer- 
Honisn principle of comjyetuation, in going to the opposite 
extreme. We bave known sextons and undertakers of 
decidedly jolly temperament ; nor are turnkeys of a par- 
ticularly misanthropic turn of mind — except in melo- 
dramas. And perhaps it is time enough for Itlcdicot 
Gtudcnits to assume the conventional gravity iiiciiicntal to 
their vocation when they formally im'lertako its rcspoiiN- 
bilities. At all events, it must be admitted that whether 
in Paris, London, or New York, it would be difficult to 
find o,fn»ter class. 

Our Empire eily has three medical colleges, and, of 
. course, a brgo proportion of doctors in tmbryo forms part 
of its population. Being gregarious in their habits, theso 
mostly contrive to bo.ird together, hence tlicir claims to a 
chapter in our Fhyxiology. One Establishment in the 
Fourth A lenuD is e.'ud lo accommodate upwards of ninety 
of them, and must unquestionubly bo the scene of loany 
uniiuo and divoiting peculiarities, but, unfortunately, wo 
have never dwelt within its walls. Our present subject, 
though iu the same qu.irter, is much smaller, twenty 
boarders forming its avenigo number of occupants, of 
whom, during our stay, upwards of fiiteen were Sledical 
Students. 

A common-place, four-etory house, lis outward appcar- 
aooe, or tntomal nuinagemcnt differed in no jarticular 
from other third-rate tenements devoted to the same pur- 
po^. It was a ciitap establishment. Medical Students 
ore not choii:« as to locality, or diet, prefiTrring to consc- 
erUe their money, whether much or little, to active 
diversion, rather tbaa to milder gratilieations. They ore, 



too. iieowMrilj, rei7 much of an ouu,'^oow popidation 
•UcDdanw at locturea demanding the hours of from to 
1, Md from 2 to ; while their evening, are »uppo»edto 
bo Bpent in the disMcUng-room. We italiciw two words 
m thfl above Bcntence, as it doesn't follow that the de- 
iDond u always complied with, or the supjKwition aeor- 
n^ one. We, in common with the non-professionai 
boarders, and landlady, saw quite enough of them in- 
doors. 

She was a brisk little widow wiih fie^ red hair, hut 
otherwMe rather good-looking, and very good-temper^- 
onless provoked beyond endurance. Her characteristie* 
might have been summad-np under the heada of approba- 
tivencss, love of money, and veueratloM. of which quaUlies 
the finrt-named often neutralized one another and the 
tliiid was entirely monopoliwd by la-r luiele, who thouRh 
not na mmato of the EstablislunenI, wm.i frequent visitor " 
We bdiove he chimed the title of a Veteran of some 
■ort ; in virtue of which ho used to attend meeiin-s at an 
Knghsh tovem, there to drink large quantities of beer, 
Md pus resolutions that portions of the United Slated 
govenunent lands ought to belong to him and his com- 
pwioM. Now far be it from uh to mention the co™. 
irxercrently, bnt tl.U wo will say, of him, individually 
thrt he wfts an oniileaMnt, snufly, sclfiBh old man ■ nor 
could we over leam any rciwon for according to' him 
tto deference and respect claimed as hia duo-boyond 
that of his having accidt-nl.illy ^hot a donkey in mistake 
for m «emj on a dark nighi, he being «.ntincl at the 
Ume. (For this pntriotio act a gratcfol country had bo- 
rtowed a pension upon him.) But of him hereafter. We 
-return to ou* (black) iheep-'-tho Medical Students 
He who bor« the bell, as leader (for among half a scorw 
of men thertwiU always be a dominant spirit), was a 



I^ndoncr, who bad dwelt, perhaps, ten years in New 
York. A middlo-eiEcd, ihick-set, black-whiskered, viil- 
garly good-looking young fcllgw, bis expntriation was 
rendered necess-try by a littlo resurrectionist operation 
performed in the burving-ground attached to Ilia father's 
Disscnting-cbnpcl — in consequence of which ho was looked 
upon as a sort of professional martyr. We have no inten- 
tion of separately describing the entire fifteen, but this 
gentleman played SO prominent a part in the Ef-tabiishmcnt 
that the above detail becomes necessary. In conjunction 
with three others, bo occupied the front basement ; whidi, 
OS in the Artistic Hoarding-House, served as a general 
rcnitewMS for the fraternity, who found coming in at the 
nrca door, or windows, an easy and congenial mode of 
entrance. 

It was a very curiously fumishcd room. Over the 
manUil-piec'e (which, being of wood, had been drilled inio 
inniimcrnblo holes by the agency of red-hot (wkcm), was 
displayed an tiyerfeot human heart in a glass cflf^c, and n 
collection of every variety of pii>cs, from nnrgilehf, ehi- 
bonkt, eahimels, and meenchaum*, to well blacfccncJ and 
odorous dhwOiMn*. A rickety bookcase, eonUining pi-r- 
liapi twenty dog'Mared, torn, and occasionally lidlcss 
medical books, and surraoiinlcd by a Rkuil and cross 
bone?, occupied the space between two windows. On tho 
0|>ix>iiito wall, over one of the beds (the inmates Elcpt 
double), appe.wed single-sticks, foil^ masks, b^JIi^g■glovc^ 
and wluit might be lei-raod street-trophies, as a fragmentary 
barber's pole, a gilt [lostle and mortar, a bcU-handle witU 
a yard or bo of wire, and a big board formeriy in uw aa * 
play-bill poster — appertaining to which wo have a stor^to 
tell, presently. A few anatomical plates and pictnrcs of 
ballet-dancers, a three-stringed guitar, a banjo, and tam- 
bourine, an indefinite number of rough coats, and hata of 
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A vivfttioiiR, noisy, oniJ, for tho most part, dinaipatcd »et, 
our follow-boarden' notiona of pleasure »eciucil irnunly to 
cont«r in bouteroun nnimol indulgences. Only when 
raonef and credit were at a low ebb were tliey, not com* 
parativcly quiet but li-aa tumultuous. At other times tho 
carryings ou in the basen en uid ndoed all o cr tho 
hODBa, wc c lu tho landlady gmd, orAtL They held I ar 
momo mce ogs, and prolonged them far nto the Mnall 
hours of thQ monung They got op boxing matches m 



ll o pirro 8 Th V dance 1 nfcm-J Innecs aeoompan e<l 
i\ th B neks and ho ngs Th y cliasc 1 each d t er up 
o do 1) etaira I y th ecs a d fo rs somet me* j m[ ng 
w olo fl ghts, an 1 descend ng « h a eras a ho bottom. 
They wroto a tographs oU ove tl o w ndow h and look n„ 
glasses with Ike diamond ring of tho party. Thoy ro- 
movcd hinges olF chamberriloors, tlint they might " ome 
Hown with a run" on tJie bcacb of the occupants. They 
brought homo fragments of the human form in their 
pockets, for or from disscciion. Wo havo a distinct rec- 
ollection of a young gentleman voluntooring to shov us 
an ei/e, over the supper-table, (lie Iiad il in hia breast- 



THR PltrBIOI.OOT 




I>oc1ict, wrapped up in a 
cabbagO'Ieaf and a frag' 
ment of the ITeraid.) TLo 
aniQo ingenuous youth al- 
ways used a littlc-fingcr 
bono as a tobacctvstoppcr ; 
itoil 



ae cxoitccicnt in an oni- 

s^ Dibus by accidentally ollon-- 

ing tho great too of a U;/ 

^{^^'L lady, to protrude through its 
brown paper envelope. 
Sucti profi-sirionDl luiuries, by-thc-by, costing money, 
Mcdiuol StndcnU (who aro rcraarkablo for getting rid of 
it very rapidly) sometimes resort to aingiilar cipedionts 
for "Hubjecta." Wo Btrongly suspect tlint our fiicnds' 
Bricntifio ardor impelled them to kidnap stray cats and 
dogs for surgical eipcriments; as also to bribe tho youth 
of tho vicinity to supply them with these victims nl tho 
rate of ten cents a head. One evening wc counted no 
less than throe ragged juveniles, who, severally, entered 
the basement, two bearing a bag or sack (wliich appeared 
agitated by lively convuliuonn) ; while the third (a tow- 
beaded varlot of tender years) held a ncwly-wconcd 
puppy by the back of the Dcok. We suppose this to 
hare been tbo idontiool animal which, skmned, and 
painted of a brilliant rod, was, two days subsequent, dis- 
coTercd in the eaer of 4m old lady boarder, when it 
nearly lightened her mto fits, and whom the Londoner 
wmnted to oup and electrify, as restoratives. A similarly 
- reprehennble joke was also played off at the expcnBo of 
tbia oM of the Establishment, whom, after stupefying with 
<(A«r, the Stodenta partiaUy shaved, painting the denuded 
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TtCS *. ";.n.l;.r. to c.c„» .h. »».. 

Ji7blw.5.rf hi, no.,, ».a oyo-bro^^H .n»^-l 
^c,„„ 1 o „» d»»T.™d on Ih. following mn-8 Uj 




,|„ „™. when .ho wont to h, tbo olntb for braVfat 
Two of tho more octlvo panicipoloni .n tho frolio «ia 
10.,. tho «.« a.r, .nd Ibo » Vrt.™," nllor t.k,ns ou^ 
.od-twontr hoon, to .obor hlmrii; traoM lion, to . 
Illtl. U'orni «.d p.™.o<li.g tho loodlori to t.m <M 
koj of Ibeir room, .tarlid for tho poboo. Yet, on nu r» 
turn. It .pp«it«l th.t tho SlodonU mn.l h«o ovoto^ 
1,» mt«itio.^ Ibr Ihoy h.d .raped by m.«.. of tho 
Window md ligbtning .od ; ,..,iooJy ontlmg tho ax^A 
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poaed to prooecd from ui innne jaelul nndergoing tlio 
(rocen of beiog flayed alive, leaped into the air, auU 
nuhcd from the home. The pmctitionera uwd hia baC 
fbr a ijuttoon during the remainder of tlio evening. On 
another oocaaon one of them took out a Datohmon'a en- 
tire aet of teeth (they needed it), and it waa not till ho 
ofUed aevaral timea — U lart, with a />o*m of friends armed 
with olnba — that he could get an arUfidiil aet to TC[Jaca 
the loo. He had rashlj paid in advance, and the money 
had been immediately devoted to a general " bust." 

It waa upon this joyous oocadon, if onr memory is not 
at &u1t, that the play-tnil board came into tho Stodcnta' 
poaaeanon. One of the party getting belplcaily dmnk at 
an unpreeedentedly early period of tlio evening, his fnenda 
resolved to convey him in triam^jh to his re8idcn(»^(bo 
waa not one of our boordem). So they first stole tho said 
board, and then placed him upon it at full length, in which 
poatioQ he was borne aloft on the shouldeta of four Stn- 
denta, an equal number preceding ; each one performing 
*iipon some muaioat inatmmcnt — a banjo, tambourine, 
guitar, or tin trumpet— (captured by tlio Londoner in sin* 
gle oombot with a fish-vendor) ; whilo half a doien othcra 
brought up the roar aa a protective guard agiunst the 
police. Fortunately they had not &r to go, fbr the popu- 
lace, talcing it for aome political demonttrntion, manilmtcd 
the most inconvenient entiiusiasm ; and on arriving at tho 
reonmbent one's Boardigg-Hoiisc, remained cheering CM- 
ade and demanding " a apooch" for aonw time. 

Practical joking, indeed, wu quite the order of the 
day and night, nor did the Students spare each other. 
They put bad eggs in one another's boots, cold Gsfaea in 
each others' beds (on winter's nights) ; and once redncod 
a boarder's room to a state of most extraordinary disi 
order, during hia abaonee, by rehangjng the [aoturea up- 
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■dfrJown, «ttins the bedstead on end, rev,;n.ing tlio 
pwiUoQ of the Ublo, prortroting a chert of drawoni, bloct- 
•dwg the window, with chairB, and Mattering the washin" 
^Unsili promiwuoMly od the Btair-oaw. Those proceed" 
hie" were effected in retaliation of the occupant's bavin- 
brongbt home, and not invited the Students to partato 
. oi; a dorcn bottles of LesUe's i?i««-,-which they sabac^ 
qnenUjpnrtoined, and after drinldng the contents, con- 
o^ tho bottles in the stove-pipe which crossed tho 
*«iing-p»rlor, whore they wore diwovered in oonsoquenoo 
of the DUO smoldng horribly. 

iV« ^ from the Wert and Sonth-(yom.g fellows 
come to New York from all parts of tho Union to study 
niodIoine)-„ero always eaonsively Tictimieed. As most 
of these were very ignorant («,mc could scarcely write 
their n«ne.). froqnent brswis ensued. Oue, originating 
ta tho oonoectiou of the knob of tho base.ncnt door with 

F * voltaic battery, for the pur- 

\ i\ P""* "f administering a iovrrc 

' "- »''ocl'toftbigTenncg3ccnn(lK' 

rolled down tho oellar-stairs 
and almost broke his neck) 
had like to have terminated 
awkwardly. Arming himHclf 
ivitli a revolver oiid bowic- 
, knifo, he lay in wait in tlio 
' l-a«SBgo, only abandoning liia 
^ wMob wim bo disooverod the 
birdt had eteiped tlirongh tli« 

Kotwithrtondiog iDoh Httl* inoidenta, they ware, for 
-|htiao*p«rt,iHondlyoi»oa^ Soma had pledged them. 
*!»»«• In RgfuMly iort of DamoMnd-PyUiiaa atwit to 
oWoi aMb otbanr akelabna, Moording.to priority of 




death. Jn money maltcrs they were liberal— wlicn they 
had tho' uiuans to bo so. Tbcy wore, and sonictuncs 
pawned, each other's clothes. Allogetlier they might bo 
considered a very agreeable set of young men — to get 
away from. How women could live in the bouse we can 
Bcarcely imagine, yet among the four or five non-profcs- 
iional boarders there were two of iliem. As for tho land- 
lady, had she not been new to tho buunoss and distrnatfid 
of refilling her house with quietor tenants, she, assuredly, 
would not have retuncd such. 

Our sojourn might have comjirised about a month — 
during which time wo probably enjoyed about three oiglit:) 
of unbroken sleep. Finding wo could n't get along very 
well on sudi a limited allowance, wo left; Bubaeqnenlly 
chancing upon an incident so horrible, yet so chnracterie- 
tie, that wo shall risk shocking the reader by narrating it. 
If peculiarly sensitive, wo, herewith, givo him preraonitflry 
warning not to read it 

Happening, tlicn, to meet one of our late fellow-board- 
ers, he informed us that bo had just been attending apoat- 
mortem on tho body of one of bis friends who had com- 
mitted suicide, adding that ho hod his intestines (tie used 
another word) in his pocket— MO't^ tee likt to tea Uiem f 
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CHAPTEE XXIII. 

Zm MASDISO-HOUn raEQUXMTXD BT BOSTONUKB 

trim, sober-colored edifice 
moderate dimcosioiis, in 
ODBDiahed street on 
North river ride of the 
Sixth Avenue. Itbaatreet 
in front of it, and ii within 
five minutea' valk of the 
cars, of which convenience, 
however, the boarders 
avail thero Bel vea much less 
frequently than similarly- 
located New Yorkers 
would do — in fiict, only 
when neceesitated by haste 
or foul weather. Boato- 
ninns' have fitith in ezer- 
die, and, nnlike oar fiuter population, don't rush into a 
vebiole whon they want to get from one block'* end to 




I M her Txiih-Statc, a * 
X whh a KewTorker having prorod the imroo- 
M of bar czpatriatioB from tta moobJoTod cental. 
She win td yoa eahnly (now tiutt yean haVe brongfat 
n) Ixnr tlw cbaaqp di^utad bar, at fint, and 
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bow long it was before slie got naed to it. Nor has ahe, 
■inoe ber niamagc, reviMted the "City of Notions." * 
.Her time, she sajB, is too much taken up. Such is her 
sense of roBponsibiliiy for tlic woU-btiiig of the Establiab- 
. ment, that she can not conceive of the possibility of its 
getting along — oven for a week— during lier absence. 
So, ibough believing in her binh-plaoo to that extent of 
which only a Rostonian is capable, she endures voluntary 
banifllimont, devoting her energies to the proiluction of a 
social atmoBphcro akin to that in which slio was nurtured. 

Her husband is a matter-of-fact, buHiricss-IIko man, his 
wife's senior by years, and'inferior by education — both of 
. which drcurastanccs she is very well aware oE lie ha<i 
some cicrkish oraploj-nicnt in Wall-street, and is Hupposeil 
to be in receipt of so good a salary as to render it prob- 
able that keeping a Board ing-HouM u (strange as it may 
seem) more a matter of inclination than necessity on the part 
of his lady. Perhaps she has resolved upon rcalixing enough 
to return to Boston, carrying her husband with her, there 
to dwell en permaitence ; (icrhaps the avocation suits her, 
lu affording Hco|>e for her natumlinduslry and thrill. If yon 
question Mr. , bo lauglis, and tells you his wife likes it. 

Id person, fho is a dark-haired, dark-eyed woman of 
forty, kccn-looking rather than handsome, of robust fig- 
ure, and always attired with a sort of dcciHivo neat- 
ness repellent of crinoliite and the like vanities. You 
would bardly mistake her for a New Yorker, nor would 
she be flattered by such a sujiposition. Her self possession 
U ten demonstrative, chillier, and more indicative of 
latent self-esteem than that of metropolitan damea — for 
whom she entertains an nnqnalified oontcmpt. She main- 
tains oonnderable reserve towarda strangers, is apt to 
form hasty and aerere ofnoioni of them, and to hold on 
to andi wHh great tenadty. Her reaerva onoa broken 
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dowD, she beoomes loqaadoas— ospedaOy on the rabjcct 
of Boeton. 

Ifjon hail from that phomix of moral and mteHectiial 
oapitala, ihe may oondesoend to pnt you on probation for 
her liking^if not, you may be a very good sort of person, 
but it behoovea you to stand off and reverence your bet- 

tora, Mrs. knows her value, and that of ihe place of 

her nativity. Dispute the lattei^— disparage it in the 
■ligfateat degree— put in a word in &vor of New York (or 
any other city) in comparison— she listens to you, not 
with indignation, but compassion — much as a missionary 
in Kaffirland mi^t be supposed to do if a savage were 
to arrogate the superiority of a girdle of ox-entrails over 
the decencies of broadcloth. Finally, our landlady talks 
nasally, retaining (like most persons of eastern origin) 
certam provincialisms of speech, and is a Unitarian of tlio 
iciest and most intellectual description. 
The house resembles its mistress m cleanliness and prim 

nicety of appearance. Irish servants, Mrs. declares, 

don»t suit Aer, either on the score of religion or efficiency. 
She has engaged a couple of English girls, and being m- 
formed of their home badge of servitude— cc^, would have 
perpetuated it, but that the younger of the two (who is 
pretty, and has nice hair) rebelled. They, with their mis- 
tress— ehe personally superintends the cookmg'— do every 
thing. The meals ate served to a miracle of punctuality, 
baked meats preponderate, beans always appear at Sun- 
day** dinners, and Mrs. , assisted by her husband, or 

the oldest boarder, presides at table. 

Am hidicated by the title prefixed to our Chapter, the 

m^ority of the boarders are Bostonians, ihe exceptions 

Jbaof four New Yorkers, and a middle-aged Englishman 

with his wift and daughter. The landlady's son— « Inb- ' 

beriy youth of sixteen— is, also, deddedlyi metropolitan, 
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both by birth and instinct. He spends most of his time 
in engine or porter-houses, and has frequently deserted 
the paternal roof (after emptying his mother's pocket of 
such loose change as might happen to be there), returning 
in a penniless and ragged condition. The boarders alludo 
to him as a "^ hard** boy, generally. 

Xhey — the Bostonians — average from nine to a dozen 
in number. All are engaged in business down-town, some 
as clerks in banks, or wholesale stores ; one, a tall gentle- 
man in a curly bkick wig (connected with an insurance 
office), is married, and his wife, with that of the Englisli- 
man, her da^ughter and two single ladies, constitute the 
female population of the Estoblishment— none of whom 
are New Yorkers. 

There is a stiffness of manner prevalent amonp^ tliese 
gentlemen which is eminently characteristic. Tlicy seldom 
go to extremes of fashion in costume, preferring sober 
colors and quiet patterns. The cut of their clothes is 
rather English than Parisian. Some wear narrow-brimmed 
hats, all-rounder colkirB and little gmtcrs, and are prone 
to attenuated umbrellas. Very few 8|K)rt mousUclictt, 
clean-shaven chins are not uncommon, and while one ^docs 
the English*' with luxuriously-i)endulous whiskers (nflcr 
the style of John Leech's ** swells**), another diKplays a 
perfect specimen of the old-fashioned mutton-chop order. 
You will discover, in &ct, on .acquaintance, that they en- 
tertain a species of cold regard for Anglicisms, and, there- 
fore, instinctively annex such as do not conflict with 
Bostonian sentiment. 

They are a precise and exact race, punctual at meals, 
not accustomed to make allowances for deficiendea (acci- 
dental or otherwise), and very tightly buttoned up in 
tbeir own ojnnions. Being away from their birth-place 
they find it necessary, in their daily avocations, to relax a 
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We have often thougtit that that King of Coslilc, who 
Bnid thai be could have helped Providence to a notion or 
two 00 the subject of the Creation, ought to liavo been a 
Uoetonian. The Chbesc make maps rcprcBDntin; their onii 
country as occupying the center of the earth, others being 
depicted as little in^gnificant spots in oiit-O'-tlic-way ciir- 
neni — and this idea appenra to exist in the minds of the 
inhabitants of the American Athens. (Sp:irta would bo 
tile better denomination.) It is the moral and intcilcctua] 
center of the oniverso. Ot)ior cai»tala are to be judged 
only by its standard, aooording as they approach to or 
diverge from it. 

Tliis localism of character, like that of Englishmen, ii 
ratlicr latent than obtniMvely manifest, as though it were 
'superfluous to claim that superiority which ought to Im 
universally admitted. But only qutttion it, and nee liow 
quickly it blares into assertion. Tlio IJostoniaiis of our 
Boarding- House could olivays bo " riled" into controversy 
by encomium on New York. 

Drop but a word of our forthcoming park, tiiey arc 
down upon yon with Boston Common,* inijuiring, with 
an aapoct of calm pity, wltother you 'to aware that it con- 
tains no less tlian forty-tight acrett If this doesn't 
knock you over, they htale how long it has boon in e^tisl- 
cnee. Allude to New York bay, the view from Green- 
wood or llobokcn heights, they prefer those of Dorchester 
and the look-out from the summit of the Bunker Hill 
Monnment. Commend Broadway, they incline to llio 
opinion that much prettier women arc to bo seen, any 
day, in 'WashingtoD-slrcct, Talk of our prominent edit- 
ors, preachers, and business men (as Greeley, Raymond, 

* Wa bin heard it MserUd Uul snrj BoaUaiu mlvayi carrioi • 
bil cf hli iuUts Cammon Id bia pocket. Our billi kn this . 
nol linpUcil ; w« thsnlbra eoDflno it to ■ doU. 
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Bccclicr, Chapin, Astor, Grinnell, etc.), they first trump 
your rcinaiks with the names of Boston notables (oomiiig 
out very strong about Amos Lawrence— who appears to 
have been the incarnation of Boston rirtne jnnnaded on 
monej-bags), and then daim the majoritj of the former 
as of eastern origin. In nothing will they allow, not the 
superiority, but tqualUy of New York with Boston. 

Thej cot sarcastic Jokes at oar expensively inefficient 
police, dirty streets, blockaded side-walks, post-office, 
iircs, monidpal corruptions, and spasmodic attempt at re- 
form — not without reason. They sneer at our claim's to 
iiltoUect. They dedare our conscience— especially in the 
matter of abolUhn — is in our breeches-pocket. Hiey ob- 
ject to our persistence in fraudulently representing New 
York as the metropolis of the United States ; and thhJt 
Jenny Lind, Grisi, and Rachel very ill-advised in having 
come here before they had secured the stamp of BosUmian 
approbation. Altogether they set us down as a fost, 
flashy, Hl-govemed, temporary, rowdyish, hybrid, money- 
getting and money-squandering community, who might 
be a great deal better if we *d take example of— Boston. 

To all this and more, the New Yorkers in our Board- 
ing-House have much to reply. Admitting that Boston 
is the better-ruled dty, they still affect to discover spots 
sullying her cold effulgoncy. They take objection to the 
uhnHntellectuality of her exdusive drdes, pronoundng 
it deddedly uncomfortable. They assert that righteous- 
ness may be so fringed with conceit as to render it a very 
miattraotive garment ; and sometimes worn as a doak or 
mask, to be laid Mide at pleasure. New York, they ac- 
knowledge, has a pmehani for agreeable sms, and com^ 
ni^ tliem openly, while Boston locks the door; but 
iMther spiritual pride be not worse than sel^dulgencei 

Imits^ tbqr arguoi of some question. Ejodety in that 
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great oosmopolj^ heart of ^f trSthe. rather .« ijo- 
servatism of which '» /Pf ' "! ^ r«pro<l«co under 
latod atmoinphoro, «>d -rT^^^d intolerance of 
"- fonn. t^o^^rltni quc^on. they 

iU P«"»r "^?1a d^rft pretend to be wellW, 
aeelarethat NewYork do«nj^ ^^ ^.^^^^,,^ 

but tliat a» good-nature w tno «^V_ ' . ^^ j^e. 

n^nmpaon of •r^S^.SaTnrSa very large world 
i.*:.««iw thcv maintam the exisienco "' " ; 
1* uiaiiy, vncy ui»^ UrtBtnn State House. 

These, hke mo«t *."*'"T**"Vf .„;.„,. The Ikwtonwua 
firming cither ,«rty u. thar o^ o^^ ^^^^^ 

are the cooler ^P^^-^irworst being provok.4 
Uon.ofhottempcrontheu-«de.thc j •„»u,ry 

by a New Yorker'. quoUng l^^.^^^ for which re 

JenUon of their capital w ' *^^~J ^ •„, Fanny. 

^V no Bostonian ever ^f^^je Jrk-al»l, gentle 

In these controversies a ^.'^ ^^^J, pre-eminent. 

He i. an <>1'«'^8*'''.*''^„';L hoarder to the Academy, 
^d the daughter of the Engl^ho*^ ,.^ 

.here he talk. leamed^ofm^«..^y^ ^^^^ 

opinion, from ^^^f^ T^^J TL>Sb\c authorities. 
Z,r know.) ■-^^'^;^^^^^ SlT^xteen. «lmirc^ 
The younger h«ly, • '''"•^y^^^... if be entertain 
bat i. rather aihud of,J«rfXC;»me demonstrative 
„y reciprocal fc^n^ 'V^j^g JTannoyance at .bn.e 
on one ^^-^^/'^^rSIl^dlady'. .on. he, to tl.o 

• =^^^^fS\brir»TtC''^ 
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Tht Ei^fUih boarder u a dhetrtj, little, bsU-Iieaded man, 
vHk tODfj irhuken, and gold nmmod ipectaclee, a doctor 
bj ftokmioa. Ilia wiA, a platop, matronlj peraoo, has at- 
t^Dod graat popolaritj amoag tho gentlemen hj TolmitecF- 
iagtorqdaoamiMingdiirt-battona. SheraSeniminenaelf 
from heat and mnaqidtoes in nnnmer, and her partionlar 
taiadoa aeema to be that of mending itooking*. Tboj are 
both TW7 fend of their dangbtcr, and anxioni that die 
ahotild manr veil, bat eontidor her "fhr too jonng to 
think of ioiih tUng^ at prewnt. Bhe doca nt ihare that 
opnilOfl* 

Ibe two nnmartied lady-boardera — we apolo^ie Ibr onr 
inTolDirtUT diaoonrtMj in introduoing them after the gen- 
tknMD "flra from tho crowni of thdr noat bonnets to tho 
■oka of their itoot valking-alioes unmitigated Boatoniano. 
■* fntejr aflbci a diadain of those exqninte gaiter-boota ao 
dear to tho heart* of New York beHea, and theilr aome- 
timea style of ehoHture might Jnatify a aenntive man in 
iidng tot a dlrorce, did hia wife wear meh.) They attend 
jMtsrea, meetliiga, Sonday-sehoola, BiUe-oIaiaea, eto^ etc 
Tliej are btdentnally religioni, and reUgionaly tntd- 
lecinaL Tbqr eaa (and wO) talk whh 70* on asy aab. 
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lug, on 1» porn™"". »""''■ „ t„i j„„„,i,«i„i, 
Jpgrf h, "™=""8 •"' ';"^'.;'.°„n. U» Fou-h .f 
0^ U,. .odd would 'T" " " „piri„ ,M w. .T. 
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CHAPTER 1X17. 

NLr rich Somhemew 
travel; «od such More 
induced by businpw or 
; pleasure to seek north- 
era cities naturally pro- 
fer the occommoiwion 
of Hotels -rather than 
Boarding.IIouao*— the 
St.Niooderaus.Mcvery 
body knows, being cs. 
pccjally avorcd by 
their patronage. Yet, 

■*™Oerinio, «,„,^ -f ,1," "">"• »lio«, gcncnj 

kioriOThMM Minl,iw,„,,i„°:. .'"■" •"'' "■'«»« 
J);™.', a.., .. JZ ?. ct,I """ °' "°»" "■> 




one, with a bit of garden in front, a l!ight of stono sIcjm 
leading up to a columned and pilnHtcrcd portico, an onin- 
mental balcony fronting the first floor windon-H, rii'h 
mouldings and cornices decorating tho entire /u^ade — 
was yol of a sober browu titiL Whereas no horticultural 
fit€, no promenade on Broadway when tho Spring Culi- 
. ions come forth in all tli^ir glory, could dii'])Iiky brighter 
colors than Jlrs. afioctcd. Perhaps slio rather over- 
did the modtM, OH is not uncommonly the coso with Souih- 
om Indies. (However, m New Yoik, they can plead tho 
example of the aborigines.) But in a tall, good-looking 
widow, with large, brown eyes; black boir (and jilcnty of 
it); a straight, ileeitice nose; and smiling, but lei^W 
mouth, who could object to it? 

Wo have colled her a widow, such being her nominal 
condition. In reality, a husband Irom whom iiho hod wp- 
arated' seven ycais &go, after less than hnlf that |>ci'ioil's 
matrimonial experience, was extant in Colifbrnia. lU'jtort 
intimated general misconduct on hia part, crowned by 
conjugal infidelity, as the cause of the rupturo; nml, bIjw, 
that his lady had siihsciiucntly cow-hided him in tho 
■treets of his native city in retaliation of certain slanders 
directed against hor fair Gimo. And, recollecting fioie slio 
looked on the occadon of discovering tliai the cook — nn 
olicso Irishwoman — hod gone to a ball in one of bcr silk 
dresses, wo can very well believe it. 

Why our landlady had quilted Georgia for New York, 
unless In consequence of the iniiannonious climax to her 
wedded Ufc, we know as littlo as why she kept a Board- 
ing-House. Possibly slio was poor, and her prido sus- 
tained less mortification iu seeking subsistence in a distant 
city than in remaining where her former position alTorded 
scope for an&vorable contrast*. She had followed her 
l>reaent cmplojrnient five yean, oatonsibly with suceesa, 
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yet, ai erenta pnyed, surroonded by a constant environ- 
m^t of debt and difficulty. 

On becoming an inmate of her Establisbmcnt, our ex- 
pcctationa of the internal arraDgemcnts sastaiDed some 
(UaappotntnieDt. We had, ooturally, shaped them iii 
nccordanCe with the styliah exterior mid drcesy landlady, 
but intimacy rather lessened our regard for either. Aa 
Mrs. '« presenoe saggestcd claims to patrician refine- 
ment which her manners and fiiults of temper militated 
against; so her domestic economy waa nnsatis&ctory. 
Not that the hoiue or table exhibited any striking defi. 
dencies, both bcmg handsomely funiiHhed, but a genend 
unlidintM — thoroughly SoDtbcm in its way— and origi- 
nating in want of system, pervaded every thing. It was 
even perceptible on our introduction to our chamber, a 
tipaciona two-windowed one, with dusty cnrtains, a heap 
of ashes and dndcrs in the grate, aftiBrblo Sre.placo (or- 
nameated with tobaeco-etnins), and a ewer nnd basin, re- 
spectively containbg three-days-old water and slofw. Our 
landlady (who bad not disdained to pilot es thither, 
though, tMually, she made over this duty to a servant), 
called up a sullen bonsemaid, and rated her severely, but ■ 
we subsequently found " BhillIeiwnees"~to use the pet 
word of Mrs. Stowe's Aunt OpAe/iu— rather tho nilo tlian 
otbcnrise. 

Beds were loR unmade tlU sunset, the water supply, 
bring deferred to an equally late period ; and t/uni poured 
into unrinw-d ewers. Fires wore so hastily constructtd 
that .they vent out nhnost immediately— inciting chilly 
boMdera to do tho same. The bnth-room was always out 
of order. You discovered yourself unprovided with towela 
after fatdal lavation— which u always an aggravating cir- 
onmstanoe. Ueals were served at unequal intervals— 
■Iways half an hour after tbttr nominal time— and the 



cookery, though of an nuibitiouB order, fluctuated in 
mtrit, oocaaionally proving a dead tiilurc. Wo have 
known blood to follow an iuciwon in a sliouldcr of veal, nt 
dinner, and all tho vcgoUbles to come up flavored with 
Hoot. You had frequently to <uli for water, tlic pitchir* 
beuig unlilled. And all these nuisonccs, individual aiiJ 
combined, though subject to violent abolition ot certain 
c^i3c^ ajipoarud to be iKirt of our nom.ia condition, ua we 

aliT.iys got back to them. Mm. chi.iigcd her servants 

very frequently, and once— in "l)ite of llic inherent dinliko 
of nil Sonlhcrncra to " free niggers"— tried a kitclicn full t 
of darkeys. But the colored giiitlenian who waited at 
table "s:issod" iicr on a question of |>ropriolj' (we bcUcvo 
ho was discovered applying his moulb to abottlo of dicny 
belonging to one of the boarders), and he and bis com- 
panions had to quit in couscqucnco. And wo entertain no 
doubt that had our landlady irosscssed the jiower- prelly 
woman, and generally indulgent as she was — the back of 
Seauhamois (that w.^h our waiter's name), would hnvo 
sniarled for it. Sho acknowledged as niucli to u«, over 
tho. Eup|)er-tablc, concluding tho conversation with tho 
sentiment that ".-v nigger Koald be a nigger anyhow." 
Which seemed, indeed, a nelf-evideiit proiwsition. 
PerbaiiB the Cinlt of general mlamanagemcnt lay not 

entirely on tho acn-ants' side. Mrs. hcarcely treated 

them iu a consistent, not to say judicious maimer. They 
u])peared to have no recognized department assigned to 
llicro, individually. A housemaid would be set to nursing 
the baby of a lady-boarder; the cook called u|>on to ar- 
range the dining-parlor, or to open the hnll door. Tliuir 
mistress' favor or ill-humor was accorded very capriciously. 
The " boy" Jttau/uimoh (ho was always called 6oy hi tho 
EnUtbliahment), obtained a ilirco days' holiday alter the 
Fourth of July, on tho condition tbal ho should Snd a 
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■nbrtituto ; which ho did in the shape of n fat, greM)-, 
idiotiO) yellow man, who spilled Boup on the carpet, was 
■cited with paroxysms of sneezing while handing dishes, 
and out bis fingers to the bone in the endeavor to dissect 
a canTB8-bac]( ducL, (lie was renioTed from the table 
howling, and subsequently sent our landlady a bill for 
mescal attendance, which Jieauharnoia compromised.) 

Ilad it been represented to Mrs. that a more aniform 

sway might have produced ploiwanter rcsnita, she wonld 
have resented the advice. In common with most South- 
erners, shebeUeved that no udeqiiato service conid be ob- 
tained without the exercise of unlimited BUlliority. 

Iler EsUblishment was an cipenMvc one, the terms 
being rather higher than the average of siwilar Boarding- 
Housea. Some of the lodgers did not pay up very regu- 
larly ; others got in debt, and left without paying at all. 
Of these last, a flashily-dresBcd genllcman of, perhaps, fivo- 
ud-thirty, was a choice sample. Tiwugh not good-Iook- 
big, ho wonld have passed for it with moat por^ns, in 
virtue of his hawlt-nose, glossy moustnclie, and carefully- 
dyed and trimmed beard. He always wore clothes of tbo 
most fiialiionablo cut, and rich vcsti.; siwrling also a pro- 
fusion of jewelry, even to the coKcombry of displaying 
rings over his gloves— (as our landlady did, by-thoby). 
IIo had champagne at dinner, and -was very liberal in 
punng the bottle to ftllow-boardcrs ; as in giving them 
dgara of dioioe brands and excellent qiinlily, each being 
•eparately enwrapped, as a thing of rare price, in a dried 

toboooo leaC To Mrs. he was especially attenUvo, 

accompanying her to the Opera ; and, occanonally, to that 
■ oddJooking church in the viianily, which appears as if the 
architect, unable, from lack of funds, to finish both towers 
aaer the original design, had despwringly exUngnished 
OM of tlNm beneath a qaadrangnlar oone of slat»«olore(I 

i 



timber. The boarders— and, in porticular, the youiiK 
men — thought him at liiiit, a knowing, pleasant ti'llnw, 
mid wcro ambitious of Ilia companionship; but in lima 
grew shy of him. It was whispered that his "plantation 
in Arkonzate" might lie apocryphal, that "some of lliu 
fellows" had lost a good deal of money in his compsmy, 
and suspected him of being the proprietor of a fhro-baiik, 
to which he had introduced tliem. A little incident 
growing out of this brought his stay in our Boarding- 
House to a sudden termination. 

There came to it, on his way to Europe (and tho Crys- 
tal Palace Exposition of ISai), a young Kentuckian, a 
former acquaintance of the landlady's. He had iiitcii<ti.'il 
no longer stay than the few days elapsing between his ar- 
rival and the dejiarture of the next steamer. On the rcc- 
.«nd night, having drunk deeply of town ple.isiircs, under 
the guidance of our dubious Arkans.->a jilantcr, he fournl 
himself cleaned out of something Ukc tSOOO — being tho 
entire sum intended to meet tho expenses of his projected 
tour. Of which circumstance, alter shame had kept him 

silent for the better part of a week, he informed Jlrs, . 

She counseled communication with tho police, which he, 
from some wild notion of honor, would not agree to. So 
ebo privately telegraphed to his relatives ; and on the fifth 
morning subsequent to the fleecing operation, a stalwart, 
six-foot-five-inch-high undo of the victim arrived. ^Vtiy 
the swindler had not shifted his quarters we are nt a loss 
to conceive — perhaps ho antidjtatcd the youth would 
]>ocket ills loss uncomplainingly, pcrhnps leaned in trustful 
reliance on legal or political friendship in New York. 
Any way he ttat/td, and had not risen at the timo of tho 
uncle's arrival, upon which that gentleman waited upon 
him in his bed-chamber. 
What took place in that interview was never precisely 



aicerUuned. There were rnmora that the Eentuckian 

opened the proceedinga in a varj Tnrpin-like maoDer, by 

- pUoing the musile of ■ revolver in the iminediate vicinity 




of the ghftrpcr'fl head, and prpsmtly com|>cllei1 him to pro- 
dnoe from a imall port-monnaii (which ho wore in his 
bretut, secured by a strong steel chain), the greater part 
of the sum of wliich his itophew had been dcapoilcid. Cor- 
tain it ia that wo met the defeated blaek-leg with a very 
ghutly Eioe, aa he hurried down sUurs, two hoiira after- 
mrda, and that ho iiieontinently dtcamped, leaving only 
a now valiae filled with brickg, oW newajmiiers, odd cards, 
French lithographs, a broken dice-box, and n book of 
" CooAiMioM of A Reformed GomHer." 

Thia italvart nnole, by-the-by— ho rtayed m fortnight u 
the hCHlM, and labaeqaently aoDunpaoied hia noi^ew to 
BoropB-^wiB a true gMitleraan, poeMonag » nolm conrt- 
My and good humor rery pleaaaat to contemplate. Only 
on oaa topio did he exhibit any nrt of prejndioe — the in- 
mitaUe nw-^-^Ititwy. " He hid alw^ be«i tu^t," 



ho aaid, "to think nil Abulitionista d — d Rcoundrcls, and 
he was going to bL-hcve it." 

Apropos of the London Exposition, our EslabliKlimcnt 
comprised a boarder who, just returned from a week in 
Europe, had started with tho intention of seeing it, yet 
never touched English noil. He waa a thin, tall Texan, " 
Tho had gone oat "on a spree" in one of the Southampton 
and Bremen stecuncrs, and bebg oblivious from intoxica- 
tion on arriving at the former port, had held on to tho 
hitter, where he got rid of all his money, fin-illy retuniiiig 
(on crcilii) by tho same vessel. He complained greatly 
of a pious Dutch interpreter who would n't translate ver- 
bal improprieties to Jillen-de-joie, bnt endeavored to con- 
vert them. Also he had got certain lA>DdoncrB on tho 
rctam voyage to fudgo him notes rebtivo to tho Exiiilii- •■ 
tion, that ho might not bo laughed at on his return to 
.CoTjais Chritti. We gncss he was awaiting tho arrival of 
funds to enable hhn to perform that journey. 

Sut three lady-boarders ornamented the ii^stnblishment, 
two of whom were Southerners — one a]i[>ertaiiiing to a 
Northern husband. Tlio other was a (iiir-haired, Ctt, little 
woman, very lazy, very stupid, very ill-bred, and very dc>t- 
potio in her mode of addressing servants. She ntlired 

herself! if possible, more extravagantly than Mrs. , 

and was suspected of a mynterious habit, denominated, in 
Southern parlance "dipping"— in other vfotii^ot chafing 
tmiff'—(\(6 can depose to tho fact of her smelling like n 
. apttooD, as we sat bende hor at dinner), Sho nourished 
the moat abanrd ideas of her importance in conscqneneo 
of a rempto connection with tho " fint fiuniliea of Vir- i 

Tlie "Old Dominion" was more p>ensant1y represented " 
by her companion, a qniet, lady-like, and rather reserved 
peraon, of yonthAil qipeanDoe^ though not portienkriy 
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luindaome. Her mannerB were less familiar and nioro cor- 
eraoniou* than ia common with New Yorkere. Sho wa* 

^ highly accomplished, and played the piano ezqaintel}' — 
wlieo the other bod D't got it out of tune. 

Aa disaimilar as their bettor halva«, the husbanda dc- 
■erve a word of noUcc. The firet we studied as a good 
type of the moat obnoxioua animal producible on this sido 
of the AUantio — a thoroughly low Southerner. We shall 
not mention hia birth-State, as it might ajipcar invidions. 
A coarse-haired, vicious-faced bdividual, of uncleanly, 
though expensivcly-drcascd exterior (he always looked as if 
hehadjuat puton a new salt of clothes for the express pur- 
pose of rolling undemcath a bed), his total ignorance of any 
thing like decency, propriety, or morality, was absolutely 
startling. He swore habitnally, conversed pruriently, 
jested obscenely, chewed unceasingly, erpectorated pro- 
miscuously. All his opinions were in extremes, and backed 
by wagers, op appeals to phyucal force. Withal, he pos- 
sessed the most perfect fiiith in the inherent, inevitable 
superiority of oil Southrons over persona hailing from 
other points of the compass. 

— Yet OK found admirers. For, on his boasting, one 
morning, of having squandered a couple of hundred dol- 
lars ovenught in places of unequivocal resort, two board- 
en, of Northern lurth, admitted, " with a foolish face of 
pnuse," that " it look a SovTtuatmti to tpend monti/ 1" 
We thonght them just the prettjoat samples of the genvt ■ 

■* denominated by John Randolph «nd the TVUntm "dough- 
free" we had ever encountered. 

Huaband the second was a brisk, bnsin ess-like New 
Yorker, " a Northern man with Soulheni principles" — 
henee, we presmne, his presence in the Establishment. 
He had an office in Wall-street, and anticipated coming 
in for an inheritance of land and slavei in Virginia on be- 
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half of his wife. lie ttoiiUl prove to you scriplumlly, ]«>- 
lilically, and every sort of way, the hlcsaudncss of tlio 
" peculiar institution," Jle was one of the aduimjra of 
the brute befoi'o described. 

Yet if the woml-brcd man wo have known claimed 
Southern origin, so also did the best, and with him wo 
shall conclude our Chapter. Ho was a handsome youiig 
Louisianian, very frank and good-humored. We have a 
suspicion that some college escapade bad brought him to 
New York — chiefly fnunded on his getting us to make, 
from a dagucrreotyi)e, an outmgcous caricature of a pro- 
fessorial-looking gentleman, with a rigid face and a white- 
choker, whom we presume hod officiated as his tutor, 
(lie had it lithographed, and sent tivo hundred cojiies to 
his fcUow-students in South Carolina.) Wo never saw 
him 8pi>ear to other than a<lvaniagc. His easy courtwy, 
quiet self-respect, and invariable regard for the fecliugH 
of others, a hot temper never piovokcd him to violate. 
Once, however, we saw him severely tried. It was when 
the Social Nuisance recently delineated ventured on some 
.jokcA— about aa delicate aa blows from the fist of a pu^- 
liat — at the expense of Kortheni women. One — wife of 
DoughrocQ No. 2, an nmialilo little lady, only noticeable 
for having a baby wliiib wan always cutting its teeth — 
was present, and lookeit hot and disconcerted. Whero- 
ngion young Louisiana look up the cudgels in the defense, 
and in three or Ibnr irencbant sentences tiltcrly demol- 
bhod the offender. TIiu Nuisance was subsequently 1)onst- 
iiig, after bis usual violent manner, of pracUe-iUy resenting 
his discomfiture, when liis antagonist tspped him on the 
shoulder and inquired if ho were talking of Aim. Our 
friend looked so unpleasantly resolute and menacing that 
tho Vuisanoe's " diivalry" sunk to ssro 
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blnrt«d ODt a yery eoergetio denia), and embmoed an 
tuij opportunity to Bncnk out of th« room. 
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We must not T igpt to nil lint t! c ^1llS1ncc0 mte 
had astroiig udinu'utioD for tlio young Louuiaiiion — whiLh, 
■1 the cordutllj dutcstcd licr busband (wbo beat bcr) nii<s 
perhaps, not tuinaturol. bbo nsed to qneition liim aa to 
bis relative* and poaition in life with Tory littlo delicacy ; 
and invited bim to accompany her on Broadway prora- 
cnodea, or to thcatern, which last she greatly affected, lie 
dodged therc advances towards " pastuonal otlroction" 
vith conndcrablo ingcnnity, nnd withont nnneceasarily 
vnnnding her self-love — until the occasion of tlie Innd- 
ladyi birth-dfty. Then he utterly offended this Sonthem 
lira. Potiphar (not d la CnrtiH, but d la Oenoiis), by 

bringing home a handEonio bou^et for Wn. . Nuis- 

■floe's "Indy" took it ao to heart, that in dii<gaBt nt the 
Looisianian'a want nft-wte, nhe compelled her huKband to 
find another Boarding IIoiiBe. We heard that she eloped 
from him mbaequently. 
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Our Soothom Boarding-Hoosc is no longer in oxaienco. 
The landlady failed in buanesa, obtained k divorce from 
her husband, married again, and is now resident in New 
Orleans. 
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SHI BOi BPnta-aouBB wuosa lahsladt ib ixoit 



DINGT.LOOK- 
ING, four-elury, 
frnmo-houBo in the 
coal-^hathaDi dis- 
' triot, BtandiDg all 
askew, and of 
such narrow front- 
i that it ap- 
pears to have been 
sqnccEcd into un- 
dno longitudinal 
dovclopmcnt by 
■ Uifl neighboring tenements, one of which is a recently 
«rBcted nunubctoiy. Tlio street itself is a verynp-and- 
down-hill thoronghfiire, boosting a Presidential name ; the 
locality prolifio of aah-barrels, hand-carts, dirty iide-wallis, 
bad smells, oliUdron in gattcrs, tumblo-down old houses, 
■nd new oneit of bright rod brick. 

Exteriorly the particular Ertablishment wo write of is 

vapromising ; on entering yon snuff an Btmoapbere aug- 

gestin of cooking-stoves, confined air, and mice. Yet tho 

, roonu ara clean, for the landlady prides henielf on the 

perfbrmaooe of fortnightly scnibbinga.ont, which always 




iwca. 



come off on Saturdays. On llicsu i..-casions slic and her 
Bcivant aro in a damp and draggleil state for fouileiii 
conaccutivo hoiirfl— commencing at 5 A.M. ; licr hjiaband 
goes out for tho whole day, and the boarders ore expected 
to dine in the back kitchen. 

Mr. is a Jpracymau by Virth.a Now Englandorby !«». 

roritago. IIo was onco— as bis wife wUl tatt: care to iofonn 
you—" in the ministry," but lost office in conBoqucnoo of 
outraging the feelings of his jiarisliionors by daring to get 
married without having previously solicited jwrmitMon of 
every Bian, woman, child, and old woman among them. 
In oariy youth he ran away from college, turned barber, 
spent four years on a whaling voyage, tried (arming, and 
kept school. IIo now fluctnates, llicawbcr-Uke, from one 
employment to anolhei^from commission agencies of 
Patont-Hydroatatic-Firo-Proof-I'iimp Companies, to jicd- 
dling Histories of Coiioy Island in iiumniorablc serial 
parts, with stecl-plato engravings. lu tlioso purHiiils ho 
has K» much success as, generally, to lose his exjwnncn. 
Ho is always frightfully "hard iip," but contrives to meet 
tho demands of liia landlord and butcher in some woodor- 
fiil manner, uttcriy undi*w>\crablc. 

Probably ho, with hiN wife and Cimiiy, came to Xew 
York on soma wild cxix-ctation akin to his illustrious pro- 
totype's dealings in " wmiIb," which, miscarrying, precipi- 
tated them into tho Bonrtling-llonso business, li, at that 
lime, thoy had any idoa of its proving a small Opbir or 
IJIliputian California, twelve yeni-H of i>ractical cxi>crienco 

has effectually undeceive)! them. Mr*. '» cffoils (her 

husband always calls her " Mi«i," but we shall not odojit 
that Down-East pcculiariiy)— liave but enabled them to 
mb along after a very shifty, desultory manner. 

She was, formerly, one of her husband's pupils, and is, 
now, a shrowd, sharp. Ynnkee-womao, nerer at ease but 



wTiilo vrorkmg, very neat, loqnncious and ungraceful, nnil 
equally proud of htr pics, husband, and self— oa reflecting 
his importanco. A minister's wife, the thinks (indissoliihljr 

identifying Sir, with his fonncr vocation), can Iiavo 

but few equals, and no supciiors. She weant short dress- 
es, utterly repudiates crinoline, and tucks her hair away ■ 
behind her ears. From her pronanciation you vould 
•oppose her afflicted with a permanent stoppage of the 
nose, and coostaiitly engaged in ansuccessful attempts to 
force a passage by projecting her words through it. Em- 
phatically, she is « bustling, pains-taking Now Englander, 
with a dry relish for domestio drudgery, but as ftcstitute 
of womanly gracos oa a codfish U of wliiskon. 

TIio conpio ore very well matched, liowcver.for there's 

as much sentiment in Ur. oa in a candle-box. Ilia 

only pleasures — so far as we could diFieover— consiBtcd in 
hearing his wife talk of him to tjie boarders, and setting 
tho younger members of his family sums in arithmetio. 

They ore seven in number. Tlie eldest, a newly-mar- 
ried young woman of) perh^^is, two-and-twenty, has a 
husband employed on the city cars. He boards with his 
&ther and mot])cr-in-law, and sometimes b.is sqiiabblcs 
with tho latter in consequence of bur habit of occasionally 
borrowing $5 billsfrom his /mrtmonitaUwitl.out mention- 
ing it- The second, a saturnine yonth, one year his sis- 
ter's junior, is a journeyman watehmakcr — suspecicd of 
having money in a Savings Bonk, and of concealing his 
book, that his mother mayn't get it, Tlie third takes 
nfler his fhtber, has been employed as bar-tcndcr in a 
porter-house, ticket-collector at n theatre, lottery-olEce 
olork, house-pointer and glazier, with intervals of" agen- 
cies" and bill-eolloctings. Ho is a sc.impish, good-looking 
feiiew, and his mother's favorite — of which position he 
■vails himself in pawning her dfosaes, when dcspcrntcly 



put to it for B"misc." Tho fourth, a girl of sU teen, is 
only rcmaikablo ai bring an enthusiastic admirer of tlio 
popular novels of "Silenus Gobb, Junior," the whole of 
which, it ii believed, slie knows by heart- The liHli, a 
lad of twelve, possesses a faculty of non-aboshmeut j-cr- 
fectly wonderful In its intensity, and is prcsiJi'ut of a club 
of boys (cstablbhed for no definite imqKwc) wUidi mseU 
in the back-kitchen 
on certain evenings, 
and is occasionally 
wjiiirtod nt through 
the kcy-holo by the 
elder brothers. Tlio 
siith, a pretty girl 
of twelve, devotes 
hor entire iihysical 
strength and exist- 
ence generally to 
the youngest of tho family, a large l>ahy, which can no^er 
be got to sleep under any [ws^iblc circumstances. 

The meab— served in a dark back parlor which is 
scowled upon by a tall rear builJiiig— are of the clieap 
and dyspeptic character heretofore de£Ciil>cd in connection 
with tho " Slean" Boarding-Housc, with some few ejiccp- 
tions. As in tho ' Dirty" EstabluJmicni, pork predomi- 
nates. To sny that all meats are overcooked, is simply 
stating the fact that tho landlady U n Xew Englandcr, 
which equally incluJcs the facts that she has a firm con- 
viction that grc.ise ouglit to form three fourths of human 
nutriment, nnd that bread ond cakes which slio monuCu^ 
tares. herself; can't be made without soda, salcratus, and 
oream of tartar. 

Butwocan-onlydo justice to the culinary nrrnngemcnls 
by mserting the following " Uules" discovered ammiR n 
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heterogeneoila medley of MS. in the chamber of a litcrWT' 
gentleman, who Icfl without settling for his last montli'n 
board. Whether designed as a slight token of regard for 
the landlady, we know not, hut have little doubt that her 
Eitablislimcnt supplied tlie qimriy from which the compo- 
ntion was wrought. As his xnccessor, we plead tho right 
of discoverjr in making use of it. 



The production of Dj'spepsio, Liver Complaint and bad 
complewons being the principal object of this Science, it 
it ndTisable on all poadble occasions to bo prodigal of 
those valuable ingrcdieota, Pork-Fat nnd Saloratus. 

Soiip.—Givea a fashionable lur to a repast, and may at 
Bit]' time be extemporized from the bones and scraps of 
yenlerday's dinner. Tho eondiraento of rice, pork-&t and 
pepper will be found necessary. The last is indispcnflablo 

To Roast ^ee/.— Procure a certain quantity of that do- 
■eription of animal food known as " Boarder's beof," being 
carcAilto select it from the corpse of a quadruped whicli 
baa not suffered bntcherjr by tho hand of man, but had 
tho advantage of dying a natural death, and during whose 
long and useful career plentiful exercise has compensated 
for inadequate nourisliment. Bake for not less than seven 
houn in an oven. If, at the eijHrotion of that time it prove 
homy enoDgh to turn tho edge of a knife, it mny bo con- 
sidered properly <ion«— and your boarders' appetites also, 
when they taste it. 

For Grary. — Melt down supcr6nons bits of pork, and 
fragmcDtt fivm boarders' plat«s, and mix with scrnpinrrs 
from the pan which has been used in baking. Add flour 
Bitd tepid water, and uprve in a lukewarm state. 



YORK BOARDINO-IIOUBICS. 

To make i7«A-.ffa««.— Procure Blabs of TOcifcroui-ly- 
Bcetitcd codfish. Soak {>otuto-rcitinanls in hot water. Mix 
with pork-fat. If you have been engaged in lighting the 
fire, blacking the stove, or getting coal from " below," 
refrain from woMhing your hands be lure, commencing culi- 
nary procccdingK, OS additional tbvor will be giiined. 
Carefully close all windows and ventilatory orifices during 
baking, that the scent produced may stimulate a|i[>ciilc, 
K. B. — Any " Down Ea»t" family omitting to have FiAli 
Balls for Sundays' breakfast — preparing them over night — 
can by no means exjwct to get to heaven, at any price, 

J^r Good " Satis/i/hi//" Biamtit. — Take " seconds" 
flour and salcratus, mix and form your biscuit, Bake 
until the top crust is nearly brown, being careful that llio 
interior retains its original doughincss. Serve hot, ns an 
incentive to indigestion. N. B. — A capital "filling" pud- 
ding can be manufactured of the rcnmants. 

Meat i'le.— When meat is " a little gone," or, for other 
reasons, unfit for baking, it can always bo rendered avail- 
able in a pie— the never-failing resource of good house- 
kecjjers. N. B. — Use plenty of pepper, 

/■o^/ry— May be purchased at little expense, when 
stale, from the nearest baker's. Re-warming is nn ca»y 
process, and, by means of it, the fiction of hot "dessert" 
can be kept up for any length of time. 

Tho inmates of the Establishment, during oiir time, were 
a-t follows ; Two journeymen ]>aintcrs, a printer and his 
nife, a German of unknown vocation — who sulwcqucntly^ 
frightened every body by baring tho small pox— a young 
woman who pmctieed vocalijalion ten hours each day; 
and a very beery glass-blower. These, with tho addition 
of the numerous &mi1y, anfficed to fill the house, ercn to 
the garrets. 



"■i* rnx ruTiiOLoar of 

Kegardmg her boardcra as her natural prpy and hen- 

Uge, Mr*. '» ruling printipio ajipcai-ed to bo that of 

-fftling a« much out of them, every way, as wan posaiblo. 
To the pointers sho suggeiited that tliey " might aa well" 
hcrtow a spare evening in " touching up" the street door, 
portuadcd the German to go on errands, got the tunefiU 
young lady to immolate bcnclf on necdlo-work, and 
secured the rovcr«on of the glass-blower's casl^ff gar- 
ments for her offajiring. Only in the eaao of the printer-a 
wife did she meet with defeat. Havmg sncce«ivcly 
tempted her with the prospect of quilling, scrubbing out 
roonw, mending her (the landlady's) husb-uid's panlnloona 
» —and all in vain, slio became quite " down upon" the 
yonngwifc{whowBSK>onto become a molher),and took her 
revenge by rctniing painflil stories of the dangers attend, 
ant on maternity. Which, coming to the husband's eare. 
provoked indignant remonstrance, and a further question 
oriMng between him and the Isndlady ns to the quality of 
the eggs served at breakfast, it ended m the young 
couple's departure. 

ThcM eggs, by the way, were not the prod uctions of cj tlicr 
of three singularly wretched fowls, who picked up a pre 
oariooa livohliood m adjacent gutters and roosted of nights 
in the hnok-kitchen. Sneli as Mey laid were sold elsewhere 
for the hindlady's profit. Under an economical, thougli 
fallacious supposition, tlint a male bird was an nnnc- 

wsasary expense, Jlrs. condemned them for some 

time to ft life of celibacy. This didn't answer, so a mMy. 
looking Shanghai, with a discordant crow and bald places 
on his thigh»— OS if bo bod scratched off his feathers in 
getting through a grating, or out of a cage— was added 
to the oniithological deportment. The older boaniers 
liftd a tradition that the fkmily had attempted to keep a 
row in Uie back yard— where she certainly oould not have 



Innied round, so limited was the area. An cxti'nordin.iry 
appetite, on the part of the animal, for ttitrch — as coii- 
Inincd m Bliin-fronta, colloi-s and wrist-baiida, when hung 
out to dry — induced the nlianUonnient of the idea. 

Wo liavo but few incidenta to relate in connection with 
the Boarding-Houws whose landlady is from Pawn-East. 
It is true that the ghisS'blon'cr — a man with bushy whiskcta 
and no perceptible forchcail — sometimes remained in bed, 
in company with a bottle of rum, for three days together. 
We recollect pawing hix room-door, one night, and seeing 
the ram pouring in upon him from the open window, while 
he half sot, half reclined, singing in a maudlin manner 
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the following ndiculous Terse — appirently a hybrid com- 
poaitiOD of sacred and profane melodies 

"Stsraaien, i»j hipTT lionwl O how I long to »ce 
Tlio [treat Ui!n«d-go-reolli«l wenl loUUwnukio: 
And frmn Un-ro Ihay went lo Chicsip), Mi««i what ihey ttmW im>— 
A>d (ran tbsra bscli into Buffulo, up Ibe Niiur^r™. 

Wilh ft lino t.lo-1 En((li.h epnUcnun, 

0» of Ibo oldeat kind r 
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He nHcd to havo rows with the landlady oa a Bubji'i-I. ' 
alluded to in a former Chapter aa capcciitUy productive ol' 
Kiich — cooIb — which he laid in himaclf, chargiDg her with 
lUinexbg thorn to her own nsc. She generally told him 
that he was " a mean man" and a naiaancc. We've no 
doubt the incriminationaof both were correct. All drunk- ' 
nrds are nuisances. 

There came, aa boarder, on the removal of the printer , 
and his wife, a safTron-coloi'cd Chinaman, awaiting the de- 
parture for hig native country of the patron whom he had 
accompanied to New York. Ho was a good-humorcti fi'l- 
1ow,with atail artificially lengthened by plaited ulli, which 
he generally wore twisted round his head. The painters 
occanoniilly treated him to beer and spirits, but never pre- 
vuled on him to drink to eicess. Yet the slightest en- 
' couragGment stimulated him to the wildcat exhilaration, 
when ho would bugh, shout, donee and shriek in n man- 
ner which excited the greatest indignation on the port of 
the landlady, and the liveliest delight on that of her 
boanlers. Once, ho was induced by general solicitntion to 
indulgo in opium — the dnig being stoutly maintained n^ 
inherently congenial to the celestial stomach, but the 
effect proved so startling as to render a repetition imdesir- 
able. Chiriff — so bo was called, aflcr making many dia- 
bolical grimaoea while chewing, snnk into a mrt of muzzy 
■taper, to presently awake ui a state of frantic excitement, 
when he acreeched like a vulture being plucked aUve, and 
aawrted that his head was growing so Hg that the room 
would n't oontwn it I Nor until he was half.drowned under 
the tap in the back-lcitchen, did he maater the deluaon. 

Our stay in the Establishment scarcely exceeded five 
weeks. It was brought to a close in cens^uenee of onr 
niMtiDg the laadlidjp*a Hoond aoa Mtired in onr beat ooat 
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and pant^ at the High Bridge, llariem, on a Satur<by 
afternoon. We had long felt dubious a. to our sinr. 
Sng our own exclusive property-*nd this Uttle u.c«ie«t 
decided us. . 




CHAPTER XXrL 

nre DOAJmnaa-nousx ra vmcB enguhuukh pbedovinatk. 

^J^j^i" pC^S^NGLISIIMEN-bciiig consti- 
tutional grumblers (which 
we consider a reBpectnble 
quality, inasmuch as it in<)i- 
catos dissatiafaclion wiih 
every tiling t/uil may be 
made ^ler), are prono to 
inilulgo in this national char- 
nctcrifitic to considerable ex. 
tent when neccssiloted to 
become inmates of Bonrd- 

. ing-Honsea. Tha Bystcm 

militates against their inher- 
ent cxolusircncM, indncing inrolnntarf apprehensions that 
tho7 may bo broufrht into contact with persons whom 
they won't bo ablo to get along with, and— what is worse 
—who will bo Blow in admitting their inevitable inferiority. 
(For every Briton, whether consciously or not, has a 
thorongh conviction that ho i« the natural superior of 
every body.) Wherefore they not infrequently endeavor 
to dispense with these substitutes for homes, preferring a, 
lodging Kt an English tavern or a furnished room elsewhere. 
But speedSy disoovoring that living at rcstauraota with 




any degree of gfistronomic satisGiction, is not to bu done 
ut a lesser expense tlian would siithco to procure a grciiii-r 
average of decency and comfort at that Yankee insiitu- 
lion — a Doarding-I louse — they presently yield to ncci-^ 
sity. Wo have, however, cuoouutcicd Briioiis of lively 
and bquisiUvo temperunicut, who ruhlied into Ikinrding- 
Iloiise life with ardor, as to an experience profll'ring ihcm 
opportunities of deep insight into the various p«'CuUnritiea 
of social life on this ludo of the Atlantic ProUilily thry 
formed a high estimate of AincricAn clinroctcr in cuine- 
qiicncc. 

Tlio first care of the Englishman whose ncccsKJlics or 
inciinationa impel lum to tUb mode of cxifitciice, ia to dis- 
cover an Establishment n hicli combiner the advantages of 
satislactory diet, economic charges, and dislnnco froiii 
the scene of his doily labors, lleia desirous of this hardly- 
to-be-ox pectud combination of cicccllcncics tor three rc;;- 
sons. I'^ti'stly, ho bos a truly English regard for good 
living. Secondly, he (wc, with our usual good nature, 
select a respectable typo of the species), is at once prudent 
and proud of his ])ccuuiary integrity. Lastly, ho loves 
cicrciite, and exults in a rapid walk down-lown, where ho 
" cliails" fellow cmjiloyccs on their cflcminacy in iiEing 
omnibusses. As might be expected, ilieso lolly rciuisi- 
tions havo to niidirgo couHidci-iililo modincotions eru ho 
fixes upon a Board ing-I louse wliieh, he tliiiiks, will do. 

It — wo, ns usuol, draw u]ion personal experience — is nit- 
uato on the eastern m'Io of the city, some distance up tho 
" Broadway" of th.it quaitcr, A pl.iin, four-storj", red 
brick house, with ^reen blinds, and shaded by alinnlhiia 
trees. Tho landlady's worser half (she is English by 
birth) kept, during life, a London cofTcc-houio, and emi- 
grating to this country sorao fifteen years ago, died in 
Gonsctiucnco of on injudicious attempt to vole tho Whig 



ticket in an Irwh nrtnl. Upon which, after a decent 
interval, she mnrricd her present husband, who is n Now 
,Jforkcr, utid bccnmo known to her in liis capocltjr of phy- 
Mcian to hia prcdccesaor. It wtu, perhajw, in order to n- 
licve his wife of any unpleasant reminiscences in connection 
with this circumstance, that, immediately on cfTectin;; 
matriniony, he relinquished practice, being generously 
oontent to relj upon his wife's exertions for b livelihood. 

Sho is a light-haired, round-faced woman, still good- 
looking, very industrious, and eininciitly cockncyish in 
opinions, behavior, and pronunciation. She has no living 
children, tier only relative in the United States being tba 
mother of her former husband, betivecn whom and the 
]ircsent a strong 'antngonisro exists. We verily bclie\o 
that tbo old lady — who boards in the housu, insisting on 
paying up, regularly, every Saturday night — only remains 
in tliis country (towards which she professes the greatest 
contempt and aversion) in order to "servo out" — as she 
would phrase it— the successor of her son. Which fell ' 
purpose sho follows up with that sleepless animosity and 
imphicabia malignity of which only eld ladies are capable. 
Tho cause of offense would appear to lie in the fact of the 

marriage, and her low estimate of the character of 5Ir. , 

lie i^ slio says, "a regular bad 'un," and "not worth his 
salt." In the latter of which opinious we perfectly co- 
inoido. 

Ur- , indeed, confines his business operations to 

playing at billiards, attendance at pngilistio encounters, 
trotting-matches, rowdy political clubs, rot-hunts, and 
badger-drawings. To the furtherance of these amiable pur- 
suits, he is accustomed to extract loons from the boarders, 
under the pretext of temporary pecuniary embarrassment 
■ on the part'of the EslabtiRhmont — generally tcllhig them 
they ean " take it out" m (bod and lodging. His sacccss, 



»i;w YuBK iioAiiiu.to-iioijsKK. a:ni 

]iowc\er 13 but infrc*iuent as tho old Hdy always fore- 
warns new comers of this i>eculianty accompiuiymj tlw 
inlelhgcnco ■\wlh an emphatic vtlo on the behalf of Iirr 

daughter in Ian Sir strongly objects to this, tut 

cilculatcd to dcgnde him in tho ljcs of tho boardirs, 
nnd It IS said that his outraged delicicy once promplcil 
him to an attempt at throwing tho old lady out of wiu 
Sow But slic defying him and nnniug herself with a 
flr»«horc1, until Mrs, , who tliouj,h a quitt woman, 




is by no means afHid oflior husband, caiiio to the rescue, 
it WHS, happily, not carried into efluct. 

The avcrago number of boarders might bo (W)iii twelve 
to -fifteen, of whom, peihaijs, two thirds were English 
born J the remainder (with one solitary exception) being 
Amoiicans, Wo will give thff Drilona iho precedence in 
dcscrijition — first, however, devoting a few brief linos to 
the prevailing domestic economy, aa differing from other 
Jlonrding -Houses. 
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Enghiihmeii oarr}' their own customs everywhere. They 
drink pole ale in the Sandwich Islands, and would Will- 
ie ingly devour imperfectly-cooked beefiteaks in Jerusalem— 
if they could get »enu Houoe, though fifteen years* resi- 
dence in the United States had modified some of our 
hmdlady^s culinary Anglicisms, others remamed in full in- 
aolar perfection. 

For breakfast the supplied soft-boiled eggs, bacon, her- 
rings, and strong bhMsk tea— seldom cofice, and never 

ateak. For dinner, alternate joints of boiled or roast 

fiterally rwMsi and not baked, as Mrs. at first, with 

pride, informed us, tliough we fear the coropamtively 
amallor trouble of the inferior process subsequently in- 
duced her to adopt it— and puddings. Pies appeared but 
nrely, being then of massive construction, thickly crusted, 
and embedded m big earthen Mrcophof/i, every way un- 
like the thm, drcnlar comestibles familiar to American 

tables. Tea — as the final meal was generally designated 

proflered a frugal display of dried toast, stacks of bread 
and butter piled like planks m a lumber-yard, occasional 
shrimps or watcrcresscs, and no preserves. Our landlady's 
former London coffee-house experience was a little o'ident 
in these arrangements. 
To such fiire, then— served up in cleanly manner, if in 

no great stylo— did the boarders assemble. Mix ^ her 

mother-m-law, or one of the gue^ prcsidiug. Tliis latU»r 
wos A character. A little, bald, dimplc-fiuxsd Briton, ho 
had but recently arrived, thus finally carrying out an in- 
dmation which seemed to have haunted him fix)m his 
earliest youth— lie was then upwards of sixty. We should 
suppose, from his own representations, that his enthusios- 
iio admiration of the United States had instigated some 
hundreds of his countrymen to precede him. " There 
wasiiokings,*»hehadsaid,««inAmerikey,and no taxes, 
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SO hevfery-think" (he was a Londoner) ^must be hall right.'» 
A dread of crossing the Aocean— how conquered we arc 
uninformed — seemed to have hitherto deterred him from 
emigration. He was sick during the entire passage, 
and brought with him upwards of seventeen coats, under 
the impression that he should find it diflicult to supply 
himself with attire in a new country. Ilis intended desti- 
nation appeared to be Iowa, where he had a son and daugh- 
ter, but the heat and musquitoes (lie was bitten till his face 
resembled something between a cullender and a gravcl- 
ptt)— not to mention a narrow esqape from being knockctl 
down and run over by a fire-engine— had effected such n 
change in his opinion of American institutions that he was 
not unlikely to- return. Pending the settlement of this 
question, and the recovery of his baggage, which hod 
been forwarded to Cincinnati by sonic ingenious bung- 
ling on his own part, he put up at our Boording-IIouse. 
Having kno%%Ti the landlady in the old country, and, in- 
deed, abetted her exodus to the new, he was on a friendly 
footing in the fiimily, allowed to carve at table, and very 
much joked by the boarders on the subject of a presumed 
passion for the old lady. 

Foremost among these jokers, and the moral anti|)odc8 
of their object, was a loud-voice<l gentleman of fivo^id- 
thirty, diimially engaged in the wholesale provisions trade. 
He, during fifteen years' exiKTicnce of American life, had 
found nothing whatever worthy of Britbli admiration. 
Over the break&Rt, or tea-table (for, happily, he did n't 
appear at dinner), he would, on the slightest encourage- 
ment, hiunch out into a flood of deprecation of the " Be- 
nighted States'* — such being his invariable appellation for 
the country honored by his residence. Militia companies, 
the non-univerinl preference of beer as a national drink. 
New York firem^ policemen, and newspapers generally, 
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Target Eieondoni, OTstert,* Mid CoUina' ■ 
tho otgeoU qf hU espedal doiiiioa. On the Utter mbjcct 
^ he migbt be oonaderod * moDomainso. Wo ranembor 
his neailj getting into * fight with one of the AnericMi 
boarden in ocMueqnonoe of Bomothmg veiy liJce an exnlt»- 
tioo about the &te of tho Arelio. He inTsriabljr wore 
ttr^ to Ui pantalooiii^ on "aJl-romider" oollu, iqnftre- 
toed boots, and a norrow-brinunodlMt. lie rererad Ura. 
thvUope, and irai ■ nibBoribor to the £!urcpean, wliich 
oxtntordinarf jonmnlf majbe coniidaiod an attempt to 
cataUidi a permanent woeU]r rots npon the nerod pencm 
at (lie AmeriBaa Eo^e. Yon oould alwaya provoke bia 
fireliest indignaUon bj commending the Am neirapnper. 
Aa a feUow-boudor, he wni on onmitigatod ntuaanoe. 

Not more lo, bowuver, tbnn another, a little, low Lon- 
dtmer, whoee ignoble fiwe waa fringed with tand^ whin- 
ken, who eonaidered the n* ptut ultra of exiatence to be 
in oonneotion with the Cotd 'Ok, £kani^, and cockney 
eatinot, who boaated acqnnintanoe with third-rste Ixmdoa 
actora, and wm fOjpaiiarly enppoeed to obtain a anbaiat- 
enoe b^ acting as "agent** in selling drilling-machinea, 
tho jiatentee of wliich he snbseqaentlf swindled to a con* 
aidenble extent. He hod no control orer himself with 
respect to beer and bad pmia, and would bore jou, by the 
bom', with BtoriM of 'Any 'Widdioombe, and similar notfr- 
blee with whom he prafeaaed intimsoj, and had, probably,' 
aeon ODOe or twice— from the galleries of theotera. When 
pow B w e d of money be goneraUy got drearily drank in 
Baf^lah'taTcms, and came home very load and diqmta- 

* It mtf b* wwtli; of R 



^ wUlo Uniled BWcs dtbma dKhn that 
■dUlfftOM Ota Umt* b> a dUfcnooi bf 
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tious. There wert tradititma afloat tlint a Utile aiKo- 
graiihio miatttke— the substitution of another pevson'H 
name for his own— had neoesgilatod his cii>8triaUon j as, 
also, that the one at present assumed by him waa ficti- 

tiooa. Mra. 'a mother-in-law regarded him with a 

" degree of animosity only second to that she felt for the 
"master of tho liouso" — or Americaiks gcDCrally. Ilo 
was deeply in arreais for board, nnd had experienced ox- 
pulnons from other tenements for tliat reason. 

Tho British lion found better reprcsontalivca in other 
boardoTS. One, a tall, manly-looking Yorksliireman, blunt 
in speech, but posaeasing sterUng sense and cduoition, 
was a good type of tho class so woll portrayed in Mra. 
Gaskell'sA'ortA.wd&wlA. Ho had quitted Manchceur 
life for twelve months in Conado, but finding iarm labor 
uniraited to him, sought New York, and was now thriving 
apace as a, cotton-broker. "The old oountiy," he snid, 
"though tho comfortableat in the world— (/" yow fuid 
mcm^— waa rather crowded.** 

In which ojnnion a youth of nineteen, who sported a 
glawd cap. a suit of dark, sailor-liko bloc, and a pcTpctiial 
dgM, coincided. Ho had just returned, vid California, 
■ from Australian diggings, where Iw bad eold rovolvcm, 
and engaged in riots against the antbontics. At present 
lie fluctuated between two projects, going to Kansas or 
joining Walker. We should nt bo at all surpriaod at 
bearing of his heading hfJibiuter republic some day. 

We have ti regret that the English Boording-nouso 
afforded us but few lady-portraita, and .Uioae of no Tory ^ 
prominent cbarictcristics. A baahftU yonng bdy who 
colored np if yo« looked at her, and was diatresaingly die- 
ooncerted when you passed the salt at dinner ; her mother, 
whom we always suspected of being the original of Punch's 
"Unptotcctod Female-'-ibo bad aucb a pwnfid 6cili»y 
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of getting into icnpcs— these wero nilbor outline! ih:in 
■trongljr-defined individualitiea. Yet ore pecalisritr of 
' the lut-mentioncd lady deserren chronicling. She iovn- 
riftfaljr Baked every faealthy-lookiog individual whether he 
didn't come from the old country, and rccived negative 
Muwora with evident aarprise and incredulity. 

The reat of the Engliah boordcra were only remarkable 
for having arrived in this country in a state of eitremo 
ignorance with respect to its bstitutiona, manners, and 
CQStonu. Some — not all — knew as little of the United 
States u a Polar Bear does of playing the Banjo. Their 
general impresaionB appeared to have been, that each citi- 
aen of this rcpnbtio passed his time in clicking toboceo 
and expectorating while seated in a rocking-chair, wore ' 
Bhortpafttalw}ns,thlctboots,Bstrawhat,nnd a bowie-knife, 
conversed in the style of Ilaliburton'a Clock-makor, and 
maintMnedanegrofor the purpose of daily flagellation— na 
a pleasurable mode of excitement. Which ideas— though 
mi>idly ignored by their owners — .iflbrded eonsiderablo 
cntcrtainmcDt to the Anierienn portion of the boarders. 

They agreed pretty well, in general, though sometimes 
K strong remark of nncomplimcntary nature towards Mr. 
Ball would lead to a coiivursational skirmish, in which 
nationality ron high on cither side. The Britons came 
ont very strong— as they would have called it— when war 
was talked of in connection with the Crarapton difficulty ; 
recoi*ing the ironical suggestions of the Americans— about 
getting natnralised forthwith, or journeying certain miles 
into Iho interior— with great mdignation. The hidea of 
n Ilmglishman turning his back on his country I Did nt 
yon wish yon might get it? Eh t 

We have alluded to the existence of a solitary boarder 

appertaining neither to Old England oe Young America. 

, This waa an Iriahman, and however Yankees or Britona 



might aningoniET, it was at once whimsical and edifying 
to remark how they united in one common aeutiniunt uf 
dLtlike to the Celt, There were personal rcasuiis lor hia 
unpopolarily. lie was an ugly man with no perceptible 
eyes, and a face like an imperfectly sliavcd ai«. lie 
seldom washed hitaiclf, and smelt of liorBC-mcdicinc% 
in which he dcalL Every body was at feud with liim, 
capeeially the young Australianiied -Briton, who cxltm- 
jiorited an imitation brogue in his presence ; and finully 
drove him from the house by the persistent utterance i.f 
the mysterious wjntcnco, " Smug lam for a G>i>j /" This 
he repeated in.mcosured accents when alone in his victim's 
company. After enduring it for some time— rendered 
tlie more annoying in consequence of his utter ignorance 
as to the meaning*- the martyred Celt left, previously 
forgetting to settle forliis board. 

Wc had occauon to iinilfltc the former proceeding 
shortly afterwards. 

• The lonnontor anbseqaonlly infurmpd an lh«t the phrase wM pta- 
pnriMd fttun Iho Wreet bojs of LomJon, who lliiu BUggfl* th« pro- 
phmj of aluilBg (or imtsifing). tny praon of peculiar nglinB* bo th" 
Fifth oT Norerobor, u > nubsUtute tor Iho efflgj of Ihst omloMt prao- 
Ucil BdOw embolic, Our Fawkei. 
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CHAPTER XXriI. 

™« " PMiraioir vaju(i;iuE.*> 

RENCHKEN, and 
especially Pariiu 
inti», possesB but 
little of that do- 
sire for domcfitio 
privacy cliarae- 
tcrizing Englisli- 
mcn and Ger- 
mans. Tbcj' nro 
an onUo'-dooiii 
population, tlio 
Btreeta, ehop", 
eafit^ theatcre, and places of public promcDado bebg 
ncceiBarr component part* of thoir existence, and Aoiwe 
onlj reprcaented by a fumielied cliamber in which to pius 
the night. Baoheior life in the French capital ig almost 
wolmivelj of this order, and any one who lias i-osided in 
tiiftt most attractive and' merourial of dties wUl at onco 
call to mind how common » spwctacle ia that of a wholo 
&mily— &ther, mother, and children — dining at a pnblio 
rertwuant, not once, but m a general custom. We thonld 
fimoy it about aa well caloulaUd to dcvelope bome-virtucs 
and domeatio felicity as oor Boarding-Uouae and hotel- 
^tteni— btrt that by the way. Emioenlly social aa liie 




Frenchman is, ho prcfcm Liking hid iiicul^ in jilaccs of 
public rcBort, and as, in Paris, Lc call get ilium at every 
INneiblo scale of prices, generally does ho. And If tliis i» 
iliscontinucd on his getting married, lie then aspireit 
rather to an EstaWihmtnl tlian a lioiue. Home, and tlio 
love of it, ap[>car to bo peculiarly Saxon institutions. 

When, therefore, a Frcnclimon expatriates liiingclf — 
which ho never docs willingly, as ho &rmly believes with 
tliat most exquisite of cockneys, M. lieauvallct, tliat there 
ia not, never was, or will be, any thing equal to Paris — lio 
naturally oudeavorH to resume, as nearly as inrcumstanccs 
M'ill permit, his nlHinrinal moilo of life, Bnt though Now 
York has its resiniii'niilii, tliey do not afford as many 
courses at aa low .1 jirii« as those of the Palatt Koijal, 
nor proffer to their guests the inclusive privileges of bread 
tl diicretioii atid a bolUe of viii cnliiiairt. There arc a 
acoro of places where lie oan got a perfectly Parisian din- 
ner — bnt at a cost whicli, if bo I>e jioor, as is commonly 
the case (for he would n't bo in the United Stales were lio 
rich), makes Itim shrug his shoulders and tacri with truo 
Gnllio energy. For a very little money goes n great way 
in Paris, ami people retire from biisiticsa on a sum which 
a Broadway btorc-kccpcr would thujk modcroto if paid 
but for one year's rent, Kent too, even for a single room, 
is nn important item in Iho oxjwnseB of our Frenchman. 
' Like the Englishman sjxikcn of in our last Cliaptcr, ho 
finds that bo can board for on extra dollar or »o over tho 
cost of his lodging. So ho goes into Boarding- House life 
accordingly. 

Not, at Gilt, into our J'ention J-hmpaite. He is pain- 
fully conscious of bis ignorance of the langu^c, and 
deairons of acquiring it, for which purpow bo has pro- 
cured a pbraso book, a French and English dictionary and 
a copy of tho Vicar 0/ Wit^tl—irhicii work appcara 
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to occnpy tho same poBUon with respect to neophytes in 
^ our tongue that 6rai(if» and IWwMyw do to begiiino™ 
in Ffcnch, With tho same pnuBoworthjr object be bo- 
oomos an inmate of an American Board ing-House. Uut 
ho doesna got along very well Tho Irish servanU avail 
thenisolvM of hJa hclplcwneM to neglect l.im, or to bring ' 
him what ho dooan't want, at dinner, ihe landlady is em- 
barrMBod by hi« gcatienjaiiona and evident misery, the 
bonrde™ aggravate him with broken EnglUh (thinking 
he'll take to it more l;indly when ml».prono«need), and 
he*"! not allowed to anioko all over tlie houso ami in bed. 
Which combination of infiiciiona, finally drives liim inl*! 
a PauioR J'Vanfaiie. 

The particular one wo select as a type of the class, ix in 
a street leading eastwards from Broadway, not ninny 
Wocka nbovo Stewart's store. Tl.reo or four aigj.s onia. 
ment iu exterior, and an ever-present and powerf.d odor 
of cookery— in which gnrlio predominates— hovers abont 
the portal. Ascending the steps and piis),i„g back tho 
mi&stened door, yon pan from tho hall into the front pnr- 
lor, where two or three men with hair cropped d la States 
prison, tho bushiest of boardt, and tho most stiffly-waxcd 
of mou8tache^ play dominoes and smoke cigarettes all 
day long. If you To a stranger to the place, Madame or 
her husband will shortly appear. 

She is a brisk little woman of forty, with a voluble 
&C0, and a profiiwon of minute. barrcl-8hni>cd curia, pro- 
jecting on cither ddo of her head from beneath a. very 
gaoay cap of original construction. Ordinarily, in tho 
monimg, she is looso-waistcd, short^kirlcd, and wears on 
^wwi— reiahiing, indeed, the latter peculiarity all day. 
Kdacoted in Pranoe, thongh bom in Lonicinna, she hn^ 
^*mM oonsidermblyand visited mort European capitals. 
You wfll tod, oo ooorerMog whli ber, that iho nndoi^ 
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stands three longuagcs, and {iosscsks a knowledge of 
Trvnch literature suHicicnt to set up any FiJUi Avenue 
K'llo as an iinmcuso authority. Wc regret to add llint 
she doesn't like Americans — making, however, an cxci|»- 
lion.in fiiTor of Soutlieraers. "They," says alio, "aru 
gentlemen." 

]tlonsiour is a little, good-humoreil man, with ft 

tliii-k moustache, which looks as if recently inked, the 
hair being black but uiilustrous, and inclining to gray at 
tlio roots. ' llo is 03 polite and active a man as exints in 
New York, wo are sure. No boarder, though of never 

so ancient standing, recollects rising before he, M. , 

had made his npi>earnnce. and eomo home at what unholy 

hour you will, there is M. , poring, liy the light of a 

sliailcd lamp, over a groat book, to the pages of which, 
from time to lime, ho confided mysterious entries. IJy 
birth we believe him to bo a Swiiis, by adoption an Amer- 
ican, in age, somewhere about fifty. 

Tho houBO is a spacious and not very cleanly one, <li- 
vidcd into ro-lny a[i.-ulmcnt«, partitions having still further 
economized its original dimensions. Wo should say theio 
were about twenty rooms, generally coniprimng their full 
complement of boarders. Tlireo quarters of tlictc Die 
single men, employed as working-jewelers, llthographerx, 
■ engravers on metal, etc., crafts where some degree of 
taste and delicacy of hand is necessary. At least half of 
tlieir number havo been influenced by political opinions 
ill seeking this country, and the ones as yet unspoken of 
ore escaped exiles from Cayenne, 

To Americana and Englishmen tho word banu/tmeiU 
has but an iiulefinitc smmd, an rather appertaining to Ho- 
tion, or the politics of other nations, than at ali hkoly to 
be brought within tho range of their, own pcrsonnl ex[ic- 
rioncOi Wa ktiov little of the sad reality, and thougli it 
1I» 



•ziita withii) oar midst, ore not very oariou* about it. 
Yet, however cosmopolitan tbe world ia growing, few 
there arewboiavo eatea the bitter brend of exile without 
fooling the truth of Danton's aajing, that "a man does 
not oan-f hii conntry at the solo of fail gboe." Our 
Frcnohmen have sorrowful knowledge ofthia. 
To be out off from all dear and familtar associations — 
• to find joaraelfa stranger and an alien in a distant land — 
to have the acrid elcmoat of polilica mingling in ibo 
CDtrent of joor life, and taintbg all its pleosonter inHii- 
encea— to rage impotoatly at the ban that lies betwixt 
yon and home— to know the hcart-sicknesa bred of hope 
deferred — this, and how mnoh more of misery in slow 
and wearisome detail, is Eiilc, There need scarcely bo 
superadded to it, as is bat too frequent— Poverty, 

Oar banished men are of little note, and we will not 
pause to inquire whether they fought at the barricades 
against the drunken and murderous soldiery of Napoleon 
h Pttil, in his bloody coup de etai, whether they drnjiiy 
cried Vine la Jiepubiique, or whether they were but sus- 
peeted of wishuig suooess to either fighters or criers. 
They were condemned to Cayenne for some, or for no 
cause. Heroes like the big or little Bonaparte can not be 
czpeoted to be partionlar as to whose hearts and lives they 
tread upon la their strides to a throne — as the Reverend 
Abbott will tell us. But if you want to learn how French- 
men (un oiirse, just mention the name of the present ruler 
of their native country. 

Thedomestie economy of our fention Franfaw is of 
> hybrid character, partaking equally of American and 
French peculuirities. For instance, the first meal of the 
day is decidedly a New York brc&k&st, oonsistuig of 
steak and ooffee — rather than a Parisian d^'eun«r— which 
would come off three hours' hlor,- and might compri.ue 



pretty nearly eveiy tliiny, inotusivo of fowls, cock'a-combs, 
truffles, omy-liah, lumps of sugar, aabd, vin ordiiuiire, rmn, 
and radishes. But the dUuir, which b served at r.w. 
(no public meal occurring iu the mterim), is certaiiily 
Frondi. It commences with very greasy soup, couLiins 
courses offiBli, flcslt, and fowl— the former in various dis- 
guises, and the latter so bony of construction and gam- 
bogian in hue as to excite a suspidon that they must 
have died of starvation and yellow-fover combined — and 
concludes with cifft a-t tuH-vtl, and, occasionally, brandy. 
(Frenchmen, by the way, generally contrive to niiii their 
digestions quite aa e0i><iiiallyi .iml almost as rapidly, as 
Americans.) 

Tlieao gastronomic pcifu nuances take place in tlio roar 
parlor, a spacious too\a, looking into an angular court-yard, 
and a distracting confuaioii of trees, ulicda and buildings. 
Maps and liihograjiliio iwrtraits onianicnt the walls, and • 
over the closod-up firr-placc are seven pictures, rtiirting, 
ns npjKara on eiilicr aide, from llin same level, and each 
hopping ecntrally until tho odd one lias triumphantly sur- 
mounted tho clock, which ia brge, and has its internal ar- 
riuigementa myrterioiwly aiuik m llio flaccid room-paper- 
iii". There is, too. a big screen, stuck all over with 
ciricaturcB, wifworod from fa C/iarivari, or Journal Pour 
Hire, and some older ones of Napoleon the Tliird, before 
Ilia assumption of that title. And wherever his evil face 
and thick moiislaiho niiin'ara, bo sure a halo of i«ncillcd 
epithets— as aixUnit, jnUumnii, moiiatre, coquht, libtrticldo 
— aurrounda iL A Kkelrh id" the Count Goggleowski, as 
ho appears on Broadway— from the N. Y. PUayaius—ia 
also here. Some of tho en ill's— especially one or two of 
Polish origin— are jiarlieularly "down on" tlie Count, 
why, we know ii"t. , 

■We aiis[H-Pt that MmiHlenr and ^ladamo slinri' this n'om. 



noctnmally, wilh a fat and formiilaUo oM iady, clniniing 
to be Monsieur'a mother. Wo further auHpect b big eota 
— underneath which ono'a legs won't go, in consequence 
of the space being filled with beams and sacking — of 
affording her the means of repose. She is — we say it 
with all respect— an awful old lady. She takes snuff in 
largo quantities, is roarfully polite, rarenous after Tictuals, 
and always looking sharp after the boarders' payments. 
Wo incline to the belief that both Monsieur oud Madame 
■ympathize with this fooling, to some extent, good-hemorL-d 
as they appear. French people, aflcr a certain age, often 
becomo avariuious. The passion dcTelopes tt«clf, not in 
tho Amorican manner — scheming and speculative daring — 
but rather iu parsimony — the shrewdest, tightest-griping, 
meanest, but moat coartcoiu close-Dstednesa. 

Our old lady came to the United States twenty years 
ago, under a wild idea of rcoliung on immense fortune by 
means of a certain invention (either blacking, vaniisb, or 
pills), and retiring to Paris on it. She has resented her 
Mure ever rinoe, and will "fix" you, as a pnrchaser of 
the foresaid blocking, varnish, or pills, on the slightest 
cnooumgcmcnt. She does the marketing, sella cigars and 
liqtieuri, smells of onions, and is supposed to have a grent 
deal of money hid away somewhere in an old Blocking. 
She distruata all bank notes, and invariably converts them 
into apedo as soon as posublo. It is advisable, in eaao of 
your offering her that accommodation, to scrutinise the 
t»lls she gives you rather minutely. 

Of the boarders we have not mnch to aay. "Dicy are, 
with the occasional exceptions of tho exiles, cheerful fol- 
low!, possesang tliat gaiett dt eceur common to all French- 
men when there '■ nothing to depress them — in which case 
they Msmne an aspect of intense misery only conccivaUo 
in wot oats and their oountrymcn. All have that snrfiim 



politeness wliieli tho sell-will of the American and the 
sell-esteem of the 13riton ignore — and whii-h has been so 
fclicitouiily cumiiared by I'uneli to an air-cusliion, iiiasmurli 
as "there's nothing in it, but it eases jolts wonderfully." 
Chief and jollicst among tiicm is a fat, croSMjyed litlio- 
graphicrpruilcr, who smokes a short clay pijtc, siiigH 
Bcrangcr'a songs, and gets very senlimenUd on tho aul>- 
joct of his miatresa when ho 'a drnnk — which invariably 
oecui-s on the evening upon which he receives his weekly 
wages, lie carries her portrait (somewhere in tiio irnmo* 
diato vicinity of a red flaimcl Bhirt], and tells yon liow 
tho original was desoLited at parting. Not witlistan ding 
which ho makes love to every available female, including 
Madame and tho Irish servant-girl. So ardent, indeed, 
bavo been his addresses in tho latter qiiailer tlmt on more 
than one oecosioo the Celtic virgin bos found it noeoseary 




to shriek for oflsistance. Upon which Madame calls him 
un diabU and mauvaia mjet, and insists on his apologising, 
which he does volubly in his native language. Once, in 
consequence of tho de;ith of a rchithc, hu inherited a 
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legacy of throe hnndrcd dollars. On riogcring the money 
liQ immodiately abiutdoued work and went on a IbrtoigLt'd 
"bnst," returning at tho expiration of that tiino without 
a cent, and with dtlirium trement. Aiid though MonHeur 
and Madnmo have a sharp eje for the main ciiaiicc, tbcjr 
nur»od him »ory tenderly until he got well, subsequently 
tolcmting a very irregular jmyment of arrears. 

Perhaps it is as well that wo should not go into any 
very minute detail of the fumishinga of tbo upper apart- 
mcitts — or the wont of them. It may be, as Madame cao'b 
expect the Irish girl to wax and polish bor floors after tbo 
French fiuhion, she objocts to the use of soap aod water 
— which we 're somewhat inclined to consider a notion.tl 
characteristic. Tliodogreesof comparativodirtiQOSBmight 
ho thus stated ; Frendiman, dirty; German, dirtier; Irish- 
man, dirtiett. There 's scarcely a European nation but 
ooold hear lome improvement on the score of olcaii- 



'W^ith which complimentary remark i 
aion J'hinfaiM." 
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CHAPTER XXTIII. 



TH« oKRUAir **®a|l^l." 






f OUR German >a not, 
in gLiicral n 
Boarding IIouho 
fininio] IIl pre- 
fers renting a 
single room for 
lwo-rol<Ircasonf> — 
firelly, from mo- 
litcHof economy 
(As ho can Euh- 
sist, e>rlusi\el}, 
on louri-roiit, to- 
bacro and tafftr 
bier ho finds tlio 
pnetice of tlim 
virtue eompartb 
ti^tly easj ) In 
the second place lie in\aiiably plays iij)on some municnl 
mstramcnt — uninlly a nony one— whitli practice hml 
ladies of Doarding Houses ordintnly oljcct to There- 
fore if obliged to make a contract for the supply of 
his diily ncceRsiiiun, ho docs it, as it were, under protcDt, 
and only temporarily. 
Yet lliero oro German Board iiig-IInuNas and w<to 
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Tnanj more before the oonvcnuon of Caitic Garden to it.t 
^_^prc«int purpoBO. Wo sctccl one ae a sanipie of the class. 
As few bcudcH poor Germans board — proBpeioDs onrs 
Boon finding a homo of their own — it will, of course, bo 
an liumblo EstabliahtnoDt. B; far tho grentor proportion 
of tlio noedjr, too, contrivo to lodge, Biiigly, or in two« 
and threes, with some fellow-country man. Premising, 
then, that our Chapter claims to dt^jiicl only the lower, 
(though not the loteetf aspect) of Teuton life in thia city, 
wo proceed. 

Every body Icnowi Green wicli-etroet — for which excel- 
lent reason we shall not inflict a description of it upon 
tho reader. It is there — as, where else should it be — that 
our German Qatthati* is located. An old-fiishioncd 
building, tho by-gone respectability of which is not en- 
tirely offiicod by its decayed fortunes and tho accumulated 
ncgloot and dirt of throe qiiartcrB of n century — siidi 
a one, indeed, na Diedrich Kuickcrbouker might, iu his 
whool-boy dayn, have known as a stylish and newly, 
erected manrion. Its front is now so weatbor-stoincd 
and grimy that the original bright red brick-work is i»- 
vinblc, its roof ia broken and leaky, its parlor converted 
into a lagerOer saloon. Between the windows of the 
lower story are vnrioui signs notifying this fiict to the 
Oerman public, which inscriptions, together with long 
liatA of the niuncs of We«tem cities (our GatthimM has n. 
"forwarding agency" for the sale of railroad tickets), 
are all in that modiieval typo which, in onr eyes, renders a 
Gorman newspaper an anaobronism, and make na feel co- 
temponuieoua with Fanrt and Quttemburg. Tlte three or 
fitur riokotty wooden steps of the stoop are generally oc- 
cupied by as many children — little, tow-headed, bln^ 
eyed, ooarae-featnred arohins, as Tcotonio in appcarmneo 
aa Ihoogb lh«y had just stepped out of the pages of the 



Mkgmde Mailer. Entering tho "saloon," you observe a 
pliiin bar-counter fitted up with boltkis etc., sundry \mr- 
FL'ls of lager-iiier, a cheap Yankee clock, mid oonio coaitmly- 
e:cccutcd litbogi'aphs— mostly on revolutionary German 
subjects, aa the execution of BIfim, luirricado scenes, and 
tho like. Near tlie windows tlicro will probably be n 
group or two of ahoit, and very liairy men, talking over 
little tables and liir/er in the most guttural of occcntik 
Bnt the landlord claims our attention. 

lie ia a slout, middlc-eixcd man, with a broail, gond- 
lookiug face, light, curly hair, sliort beard, and shaven 
upper lip, always in hix shirt-sleeves, and seldom out of 
tcmjwr. Most in-oomcrs— for whom bo always ha.i a 
word of grcciing and a remark on tho suljcct of tho 
"veddcr," address him by tho abhrcvLition of noinn 
Cliristinn name — Ilnn^s Gus, or I'ranK, as tlicy please — he 
answers to each indillercntly. lie is also a member of a. 
German militia company, nnd looks very portly and mar- - 
tiai on parades and t.irgct excursions. Generally, ho ia 
popular with his customers, in spite of asharpcyc towanls 
dollars and dimes — and csjiccially so with tlic Indies. Hut 
not more so tlian liia wife is with tho gentlemen. 

She is equally bulky in appearance, but dorkJinircl, and 
very talkaiivo — so much so tliat convcmation with her 
rapidly glides into a monologue, in which you play llio 
part of listener, and, if unfamiliar with the German no- 
cent, a belplessly-oonfiiBed one. Ordinarily she dresses tn 
black (perhaps in memory of two former huBbunds), with 
largo carpet slippers; and sits in hor chair in a rather 
masculine position. As industrious and pnlnMaking aa 
licr husband, she is a jolly, hearty woman, with n pmpor- 
tionably largo appclito, a laugh and joke for male board. 
ers, and a ten-widow power of tongnc. Give it scope, fho 
will tell you stories of German student life, or reiH-flt 



whole poemi of Schiller, Goelho, or Uliland, nith (ho 
-'Kmio scBl thai she diaplaya for the Baaeage of ber nativo 
coQntry; nor docs she appear consciouB of inuongruity 
^liilfl diMnifiODg both at the Bomo time. 

IletT and bis wife have been engaged in their pres- 
ent buanesB for upwards of fifteen years, and are siiji- 
posed to have made money enough to retire on a farm, 
did tbcy to choose. But if Qermans can be content on 
little, tbcy arc tenacious of eerlain profit — so, though 
times are harder of late yoan, our landlady and her liiw- 
bniid still keep a Oastiutut. 

It may accommodate upwards of tiveuty boarders, tho 
average number being, probably, less. Iliero are Tery 
few married couples among them, and two thirds consist 
of newly arrived immigrants, who intend I'cnuiining in tlio 
city, but will, on tho first dibble opportunity, find private 
lodgings. Uuantime it is our buuncss to photograph 

Were one to drop in at our Gasthaaa between the 
hours of 12 and 1 f. u., and to pass behind tho screen 
which partially conceals tho interior of the backroom, tho 
Establishmont would be visible nnUor its most Gormanio 
of aspects. Dinner is then in progress. Two tables nro 
tpniod at either side of the room, at which the boarders 
asBCmblo, sitting very dose together, for other guests 
contract fbr their mid-day meal, and, sometimes, chance 
custoroen are present. The room is foil of persons, noise, 
and culinary odors of the most powerful description. 
Evidently the Teatonio stomach is no squeamish one, as 
tlie viands provided testify. Hnge dishes of balced pork 
■winuniDg in grease, rank cow-bee^ half-warm tour hwil 
{the oasUeet edible, we think, claiming that name), dishes 
of pmnca and dried apiece, and soup ^tparentiy derived 
Ihna cabbage*, stole beor, and moldy beano, ooustituto 



the Cjtc provided. A)iU jurlging from tho rapid manner 
ill which every thing disappcanj down tiio throats of tliu 
roinjiany, the meal is very much to its liking. 

The newly arrived immigrants, fresh — or ralhcr »tit(v-^ 
from five weeks' cKi>ericiica of salt-water and steerage I i lit, 
ore the most active of trcndicrmon. Aluny of them still 
wear tho qiiccrly-liishioiica lutbilimcnts which served tlicni 
oil tho voyage, and a more motly and picturesque grouji it 
would bo diifiuiilt to ini.igiiic. Long grccn-baizu coaL-<, 
with carious red worsted embroidery illuHtrating tbtir 
capes ajid pockets ; scinty coats of strange colora, aii<l 
lilting so tightly that you involiintiuijy fancy their owners 
have grown into them and could n't take them off if thuy 
tried ; pantaloons like collapsed balloons, or tho skinn of 
manunolb sansagesj biiglilly braided and long peaked 
cn[M; ugly-shaped and sliapeless hats; hIiocs looking as 
tliDugh tho fcpt wearing them had been di|)iicd in ink and 
permitted to dry ; list BlijiiKira, leather Klt|ipcrB, gorge- 
ously-beaded Nlippcrs, nnd cain|)ressivc, knobby, com-eu"'- 
gCBting bootN — nil llieso arc here, ond much more than we 
can depict or dusciibc. 

Among tho wearers are grim, wiry-haired, bristly- 
hoarJed old men ; stumpy, limith-spcakiug young ones, 
with moustaches so atiff and prickly in appearance that yon 
Ciucy they might draw blood if heedleseiy touched ; wo- 
men who in their youth could never have looked pleasant or 
feminine, and who now have faces as bai-d as those drawn 
by Albert Durer, and as wrinkled " as a wet cloak ill-laia 
up;" young Badhaxom frauUhu, and unlimited children. 
These last have to wait until their senioni' appetites aio 
satisfied, which ordinance they submit to with some impa- 
tionce, making rushes at each chair as the utter va. 

Uiroutly any individual has "got through" with hli 
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dinner, he commences amolnng, with or withoat the no- 
componimciit of lager-bier. (Indeed tho fragrance oriliu 
herb Nicotina is omnipreseot on the premises.) I^ipes by 
&r out-numbcr cigars, and you might venture a guess, 
with a tolerable certainty of its proving correct, that tlio 
■moken of the latter ore those who have been longest in 
this oountry. And the concourse thinning rapidly, very 
soon only some few old men, women, and children remain, 
if in Bommer, to sun themselves at the o]ien nindows of 
the Ijar-roooi, if in winter, to draw closer to tlio red hot 

At curly morning and evening the same scene, with 
■omc modifications, is rci>eolpd. But tho two rooms, boili 
front and rear, present an especially lively spectacle on 
S.'Uurday nights, for then, after supper, the boarders give 
themselves up to unrestrunud enjoyment. If thcro arc no 
professional musicians among tbcm (a very wild snitpofi' 
tioii, by-tlie-by), in all probability every man, woman, and 
child performs on some favorite musical instrument — so 
there's no look of harmony. Generally, too, one strcot^rgnn 
rcUovcs onotlior, ontudo. Hence tho amount of coUllions, 
waltsos, polkas, schottisches, marches, gollopcs, motourkas 
pcrfcrmod, might astonish any body hut a German. They 
sing, too, of Fatherlond, and the Rhine, of Wine, and 
Beer, and Maidcn^ and swill immcasumblo laga- in honor 
of that quintette of agreeable inslitutions. They exult in 
romorkflbla ohorusos, two &vorit<! ones being that of tho 
"leathery" Sune/iett ditty tmnsloted in Longfellow's 
JTyperion^ and a myst«rioiiB refrain attached to a song 
hnmortaliiang tho aohievements of a oert^ Doctor Eisom- 
bMh, irhloh ^ipear* to ran thus : 

" STlddj, wUily, wini, pan, pub." 

— ^Aoh word inoreosing In Tehcmcnoo npon repetition. 



Occuion.ll,-, t<K,, they i„d„lg» to ,|,., Umani^ b»™l,«.. 
uimuoa l„o„„ to tl„ kitutrf «. , S,(i,„„„di^,|,i.|, 
«»«»«, lo tbc but of our roooUoctioi,, of tho follo.tog 




performance; Riaing alternately, each todividnal elevates 
h" %er, nmgi a little, and drink, a little ; on r,j»(,i,o» 
emptymg hii glau and loraing it iip.ido down In proof of 
liamg done ». Upon which every b«ly thumiM on tl.o 
laWe, .tamp, with hi. feet, dram, with hi. li.t^ n..kc. ^ 
much noiso a. i. poMlhle, and othenviw teei« time, 
laughing and shouting nproari.mNly. Ahovo and amim.l 
oh thcM ptuccoding. a dcnw and cvcr-prcvailing fog of 
tobnceo-smoko hovottH shron.ling tl.o company a. com- 
pletoty, a., on a certain Homeric occauoa, the cloud, did 
Jupiter and Juno on Mount Ida. 

The honso clow, rcgnlarly at 1 1. Wo Aall not follow 
our fnend. mto their dormitories, which aro nninvitina 
enough, preferring to devote tho remainder of our a.aplor 
to a fcw^additional particular, of the German, generally. 

Smiday-in the Unil«J States and England the dulloB, 
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most BtuiHil, and often the most irralionnllf puscd dny in 
tbo week ; dther a atotid resting-plaoe from a roatino vf 
ntilitorianiBm and money-getting, or an irksomely-endured 
interval of jiuritanio privation from all pleasures, howercr 
harmlosi — u a great day with the Germans. In tnimmcr 
they invade lloboken and Statcn Island in innumerable hol- 
iOay groups, or crowd llio deolcs of the little steamers that 
ply on the brood bosom of the beautiful Hndson, to Bull's 
Ferry, Fort Lee, and the like easy distanecR. Three are 
ecoooniic enjoyments, as they mostly take their odiblcs — 
and often drinkables — with them. The only excesses 
oomroitted are^ dancing and laffer — and, as every body 
knOTC, lager is a beverage that does not intoxicate. Re- 
turning at eventide they throng'the mnncal taveras, tbo 
VoUct' Oartent, the Ocnnanio precincts of the Bowery, 
whore muiao, tobacco, and laffer — necessary component 
ports of Teutonio existence — are to be had in their full 
peribotion. 

Altogether thoy are a hard-working, honest, good-ho- 
mored »oU<i race — tho best raw material which Burope 
■ends hither to be ground into American citiieus. 




CHAPTEE XXIX. 

— 'HE cli.irgo of a pcr- 

■« conscrvaiisiu 

of character which 

pnders its iHWHt-*, 

. ors veiy slow In 

doing anay with 

open and acknowl. 

edged evils is often 

bronghi, and n-idi 

some show of jiiB- 

tioe, by American^ 

against English. 

men. Yet if the 

Ynrlro— _ t . conduct of NcW 

lit r? ^ '^~ " " ""P'" " ■"'«'"' Min„ z 

iit rz? tT"'" "■" '"''■"^-'■' ""rii 

Z^Z "'""l-f »lfl..lpf.,l kW thn. „„h„, .„ 
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lost. Bo Tar wo may plumo ouriolvos. Yet how mmiy ii»- 
-liabitanW of Blackwell'B Island, tcnmita of Slates Priwnis 
nnd miscroblo rtrecKiutcasta, owe their degradotion lo 
that most iniquiioui aystem ? 

Tho profoBsion of Immigrant Bwirding-HouBO Keeper iii 
not, however, cotirely cilinct, though shom of its moro 
odious features, and every way poBseasing less opportniii- 
tics of preying upon tho stranger. Ignorant as Irishmen 
may bo, they are scarcely blockheads en ongh lo walk from 
tho ftdmirably-cooduotcd dcp6t at Castlo Garden to bucIi 
a sty u we shall presently describe. Those who have 
WcBlero dosUoations— tlie majority— are at onro for- 
wsrdod thither by the most expeditious and oconomiral 
routes. Those who, unwisely, prefer remaining in New 
York, generally find private lodgings. Some few improvi- 
dent single men may &11 a prey to the sharks whoso ra- 
pacity was formerly so fully glultcd, but for tho most part 
they may bo compared to the ogre-giant in Pilffrim't 
Progrt*', who Mts at his cave's mouth grinning and biting 
his nails in impotent spleen, b«ao80 he can not come at 
his former victims. 

We have, therefore, appended a retrospective qualifica- 
tion to tho present Chapter's title. Our book would bo 
incomplete withont a typo of a class of Boarding-IIouBcs 
formerly so numerous. Without further prelude wo pro- 
ceed to depict one. 

A'plain, brick edifice, in one of tho river-side streets of 
tho lower portion of the taiy; its ground floor fitted np 
OS a low groggory, its propriotor-a name (which is as Celtio 
M his conntenanoo) and calling displayed in attenuated 
yellow lottew on a black board over tho doorwajr. On 
pushing yoor way through the crowd of immigrMts, . 
-*"nmnBm," oarmen, " doek-loafers." and Maokfioards gen- 
erally, wMch ooMtantly OTerflowod from tho ha^room " 
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into ttiu ntreet, yon obscn'cd that the place was fiim'isliMl 
with soma half dozen dccnnlcra, thrice that numlwr of 
tumblers, a few eigar-lHixcs, jiipcs, and malclics, and a 
saucer full of "free" lohacco — for tho gratuitous uso of 
customers. Two or three barrels of llie coarsest and 
commonest description of spirit distilled from Indiau 
com, and colored lo represent brandy, rum, or wliisky, 
comprised tlie store of liquors. Cheaply-colored lillio- 
grnphio jwrtraits of Washington, O'Coiinell, tho vitrioli- 
cally-patriolic Mitcbel, and President Pierce, a copy of 
"Kmmctt'a Spciwh" — all of which had itjiiiarently served 
aa a rendezvous for several gencrstinns of flics — a Con- 
necticut clock, and a chair or two, completed tho picture. 

The landlon), a thick, squnt, miisculnr fellow — ho liad 
risen to his position from that of "nmner" — possessed r. 
countenance equally indicative of cunning, rnpacily, and 
bnitality; its general exprcmion being the more odiouu 
for tho mask of Ualfier andUameyonlinarily assumed hy 
its owner, when d(»iroiu of giving Nature the lie ire per- 
suading yon that he was a very good fellow. lie had 
been an a<loj>lcd citizen of tho United Slates, and his ten- 
ement a " Licensed Immigrant Iloarding-IIouse" (paying 
ten dollars every twelve months to the city government) 
for some years. Hence he was legally Required, "under 
a penalty of tSO, tr cause to bo kept conspicuously 
posted" in tho public rooms of his houser"in tho Englisli, 
Oerman, Dutch, French, and Welsli langu.igcs, a list of 
the rates of prices chargeil for board and lodging" — whidi 
enactment he manifested as much care In obeying as ilid 
tho municipal authorities in compelling him to do so. 

He WM unmarried, though a plump, coarse-featured 
young woman of half his ago arrogated the position and 
title of his "Indy;" four or five unwashed, unkempt 
nrohini having sprung from the connection, " Mrs." ^-^ 
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had alM two brothers, who officiated as "runnora" to Uio 
"£atnblishment. 
^ Few Now Yorkcn require to be told what a " ninnpr" 
attached to our Immigrant Board bg-IIouscB is like. 
Their city is unfbrtnoately prolific of the raw ctcment of 
which BDch Konndrols are composed. Big-luted, double- 
jointed " shonlder-hittere," who pride thcniEelves on trav- 
eling through life "on Ihoir muscle;" dcmi-iavBges of 
dvitisotion, and fkr more dangerous than the real, inas- 
much oa they posaesa greater scope for evil — whether as 
professed pugiluta, dectioD bullies, recruits ibr fiUibustcr- 
ism, or "runners" Ibr Immigrant Boordiug-UouBca, tlio 
stock is identical. And as tlie turning onl of our ciiiEcns 
In conoidcrable Dumbcrs, to do honor to the fnneral of one 
of the class is yet within tho memory o: 
rUioD, it is to bo proouincd we e 
and admiration for them. 

We believe that those attached t< 
{ng-HoDso confined Uiuir oi>crationa t< 
termed the legitimate branches of their craft, na swindling, 
bullying, and despoiling Kuch of their IncklcBS eonntrymcn 
oseouldbedccoyed into tho place. (There ore dorkcraccn- 
antionang^stthofmtcmitywhichwe shall only allude to.*) 
Like moat of their tribe, they were eminently successful. 

Immediately bencntb tho bar, and only ncccBeiblo to 
the landlord or his agents (one of whom officiated oa bar- 
tender, nnder tho designation of "steward") was "the 
haggag&TOOm," a small, damp, rat-haunted cellar, always 
kept seourely locked — ostensibly for the bettor prcscrva- 
Uon of tho boarder's piflperty, m reoHty to keep it from 
him, in case of do&olt in or demur against tlie payment 
* Bucib ■■ calerini lir bmaM of ED-Ouk^ uid ntpprriog tbem vUh 
tIoIbb M •> raoch kbnd. aermu " nuuKn" ifipew to bt pwulisrir 
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of any sum the landlord might think proper to extort — 
according to law. And behind the bar, in a dirty, low- 
ruofed chamber, used as a i>.ir]ur, dining, and general sil- 
Ii[ig-room, at all hours of the day, and ncurly all hours of 
tlic night, the boarders congregated. 

Old inunigronla and young, babic»i, boys, girls, mm, 
women, married couples, grandfatbcrs ami gmndmothent. 
Paddies in tho cB[icd and liigh-waiNtcd friczo cnnls, tho 
brimless cwibeena, the knce-breeche^ woolen Blockings, 
nnd rusty hragtie* of immemorial tradition. I'addics wiilt 
the " hanging-bone" gait, tho forelock (lo bo pulled in 
token of subjection), tho low brow denoting the serf of 
fifty descents, the sliillolagh and inevitable dhmteen. Vai\- 
dyossca whose arms were only less thick than their waists 
or Bjicceh ; withered old women, who seemed to havo 
come into tho world predcstinato street- vendors ofapplcs 
and peanuts; children conndcmhiy dirtier and much 
leas wholesome-looking than the bad potatoes they 
couldn't get enough of at home — in short every variety of 
those Btrnngo Inrda whoso neccswtics 

or whoso in .-:-:\'"J ~\ clinations induce 

' them to wing . ' . , . -^ their way from tho 




pkrent nest acron tho Atlantic — were here. And perhaps 
jt U iroll for ua tliat tbey do wing titc-ir way bitfaer, m 
"our Model Itepublio," to quote the wtu^a of ono who 
told tu many wholesome though unpalatable truths, 
" would Sod it very difficult to get along without them." 

The upper portion of our ItomigrBiii Boarding-Houso 
was divided into innumerable rooms, or rather closets, 
each one being filthy and noiitomo in tho eitreme, infested 
with all manner of vermin, and holding oa ninny straw 
huttrcsKS, ragged quilta, and dirty blankets oa eulHoed 
for the nocturnal rcquireracnta of the boardci'a — eight or 
ten of whom, without regard to sex or ago, were crowded 
Into spaces fit only for one or two. Decency was, of 
coarse, entirely ont of the question, the only object being 
to stow away aa many sleepers as poadble. 

Thus lived, and sometimes died, when cholera or ship 
fever happened to break out among them (in which cava 
Fottcr'a field obtained a few tenants, and tho city paid 
upensos) the inmates of the Immigrant Boarding'Houw, 
until, under every variety of fraudulent pretext, they hod 
been robbed of as much money and time as could bo 
wrong from them. Exorbitant charges for board and 
cartage, in open defiance of municipal regulations, pay- 
ments enforced by ruffianism, detention of property, and, 
if necessary, peijury — these were but tlio commonest ox- 
periencea of the poor Irish immigrant, and too often those 
of the German uid Englishman also. Finally, ho was de- 
frauded of the last few dollars in his posscaaion by a forged 
nulrood ticket, which deposited him at some three or four 
hundred miles Ims distance than hebod^iaid over &refor. 
And there we leave him. 

It is known that before the devotion of Castle Garden 
to its present eieeltent purpoea, there were upwards of a 
thousand penons engaged a> Immigrant Boarding-Honse 
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keepers agents, "jimners" etc. Granting the improba- 
biUty tliat among these soms were honest, foney tbo 
hordes of victims Tcquired to susUin aueh a brood of 
linrpieal 




CHAPTER XXX . 

BIHKSS BOABDIKO-nOtrSB. 

PEW, if any of oar readers, 
whose dailj pcrcgrinationa 
have Dot made them Jhiniliar 
with the eliin fignren, llio 
jcIlow-9oapKX>lored complci- 
ions, tho pig-eyes etoping 
angularly into the low, flat 
Ibrcbeods of Bucb inhafaitantn 
of tbo Flowery Country mi 
we have unang us. Be- 
hind little stalls, or holding 
trays containing bad dgars and cheap confectionery, they 
haunt onr pnblio places ; or squat despondently under 
some authoriicd covert, relying on charity as itimolatcd 
by a printed or written placard, wom tabord-wiee on tho 
breast. Few New Yorkers, we say, hut have observed 
them. Tot how many of ns have cast a stray thought in 
such direction as where do they eat, drink, and sleep f 
and how are they lodgod 1 We are as little interested in 
the matter as in tho internal aSbirs of China it«eU| and 
know still lea;^ 

For that Celestial Empire, in spite of Hno, Baysrd 
Taylor, Ida Pfeiffer, and similar enterprinng and intetll- 
Oent InTelen, jet appears half &ble'lai)d to oa. Wo 
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l>;iv>.' indistinct impressions of a large and densely poi>u- 
i:ilrtl country of impracticable conservatives, employed in 
the culture of tea and silk ; addicteO to lantcm!>, pngodrln, 
oiHum, banqueting on jiappics, birila' neslit, and kituiiii, 
and to infantidde — nnt. to mention tlic production of dwarf 
trees, elaborately -carved and nticrly-usclcsa articles in 
ivory, and uniilar brnnelies of itliotic industry. Wo know 
they ace partial to dragons, both in a pictorial and tbco- 
logic sense (and should n't be eur)>ri.'>cd to learn thul 
thut mytbologio nioustur yet sui-vivcd in the interior) ; 
that the .women have little feet, and the men sliavo their 
licnds with chisels ; that tbcy tiy to frighten their ene- 
mies, in war, by making diubolio noises and painting 
hideous visages on their sliiolds ; and that they arc now 
eimultancously engaged in a murderous revolution and a 
war with Gi-Q.tt Britain, wherein it b to bo hojwd that 
largo iiumbc™ of tbeni will bo rapidly improved off the 
face of tho earth — and this is nbout all. Charles Lamb's 
immortal story of tho Origin of Ronst Fig might be an 
niilhcntip pngo from Oliinese History for any thing wo 
can tell. 

So, too, wo know little of the luckless Cclcslinls of Xew 
York, unless a stray ncws]in|ier paragraph havo cnlight- 
Giicd us. But, reader, accept our convoy, and you sliall 
visit a Chinese Boarding-IIoiiBC — ]>Gr)uii)s two. 

Down Broadway — for you, of course, live up-town — as 
for OS tho City Hosjiitai ; and then croiising to tliat sinuous 
thorough&re which cork-screws its way southward to 
tho Battery (and which we alnvtys think of in connection 
with those New Amsterdam cows itliose meandcrings, as 
, recorded in Dicdricb Knickerbocker's History, originated 
the plan of tho future city) — wo proceed until in sight of 
thatcolowalediBce comprising the largest publishingestab- 
ILthraeot in the United States, if not in the worid. And 



then, tuTDing into a mean gtreot, in the center of wlitii 
^the mire and filth of three months have accumulated 
mound-high ; where h>w groggeries, Sailora' Boardiua- 
Ilouaea, " sioiwhopa," and rag^d-bottle eslabliahraent* 
line either «de of the way ; we will dive down a narrow 
alley jurt wide enough to admit one at a time, beside a 
Dutdi grocery, b the rear of which u a low, timbci-built 
tenement A frowiy Irishwoman presiding at on adjacent 
applB«iall, after the usual Coltlo repetition of our qnes- 
tion, and the look of distnwt (intimating that she mny 
conceive it her interert to deceive us)— has assured us 
that "it'a the Chayneo Boarding-IIouso"— «o we will 
enter. 

Up the rickety stain then, being oarefiil to avoid hat- 
oonousaion by the way. The hooso hai hut two stories, 
and we »oon stand in front of n low onpainted door, whioh, 
without waiting for Celestial permiaaion, we open. Pal, | 
what an atmosphero I 

A horrible odor I and of a mysterionsly compound 
character, utterly unlike any thing which has heretofore 
offended your nortrila. The breath of men rendered fffitid 
and poiaonoM by the exclusion of ventilation, tho reok of 
Wrnnge cookoiy. the rapid. Utter taste of opium, the 
fnmea of stale tobacco, and, perhapa, other ungnesaablo 
ahomhiations, make yon gasp and noken, aa though 
plunged into a plague pit. You have a strong inclination 
to break haif-aJoten pones of the hermetically closed- 
op wmdoWB— but repress it, take a seat and cigar, put a 
Ut of tobacco in your mouth— any thing to change tho 
prodominaiit flavor— and look aroaud yon, 

Itis a queer aort of apartment, two of it* aide* being 
fitted up with bod» arranged like berths m the itoerago of ' 
an emigrant ship, one above the other, only more roughly 
pnt together. Each shelf i. calculated, apparently, to 
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hold from one to three persons. Tlierc arc odd toys fans, 
and incongruous-looking articlw you would be puiilcd to 
imagino the use ot, on tho walls, and some cheap prints. 
A Chinaman is cookiug something at a stove in the center 
of tho room — you wonder tlie fire dont go out in such an 
atmosphere. Six or eoven others are present, and we'll 
now take a look at them. 

Flat-faced, high-clieckboncd, nqnint-eyed, swarthy-hncd, 
stunted, fragile-looking mortals, of such hiUcously, yet 
jiiljridly repulsive aspect. Ilial one feels humiliated in ad- 
mitting their claims to brotherhood with humanity. Mis- 
■ erably clad, too — mostly in loose woolen frocks, with their 
long plMted quttiM of coarse black hair gathered in a 
circle on the top of their heads. Tliey steal sidelong 
glances of impotent cuiioiily bI tho strangers. One, how* 
ever, is attired in European costume and speaks a little 
English. To him we address ourtolvcs. 

lie informs us that upwards of fifteen occupy that 
apartment, and that ho " boards" them fiir ta per week, 
renting the floor from the keeper of the Dutch grocery 
holow. That they arc very poor, and get their livings 
by peddling cigars, working in wholesale tea-warehoiifcH, 
or mendicancy, with occasional employment about the 
docks and shipping— though in the latter ho adds, tlicy 
ore liuViio to be ill-used by the Irish or Germans. Tliat 
they come to thii country in the cnpacity of ships' slow- 
nrds, cooks, or Miion, tlicii- nierago experience of it 
dating from one to four ycai-s. He himself has been hero 
live, and rather prefers Now York to Canton. Finally, ho 
wishes to know whether wo don't want men to load or 
unload a vessel. 

Responding with a mild negative and cKtcmporiring a 
pretext for our visit, we vcnturo another question or so, 
Du they all live m that apartment? Bo nods, and points 



to the ihelvet and oloncta. It in pJoin that tbaj do, using 
it for culinary nnU olber purposes. Aro ibej ever eick? 
Oh, yea — four of titcm have died in that room within that 
number of ycare, Cho cxpcnaci of their funeral* beb;; 
(Icfnijed by contributions among thcmaclvcfl. They kei.t 
them daring their uoknew, too. Poor Chin:inicn I— What 
wrt of food does ho provide for bis boardcra? (Wo nsk 
this with B glance at the ouhnsry Celestial, and » latent 
suspicion that he might, on 
his over night s return home, 
have kidnapped iiome lady's 
"sweet pet" of « taj^og with 
thointontion of practically test 
i iig th juat I ce of th e ep- 
ithet.) Bat the answer 
is, ofaiofly rice, always ' 
te% sometimes coQeo, 
and never broad 

We express our obligations, and proceed to another 
and a dehtate question Are there any ladies among 
thum T Our informant don't or im»'( nndersttuid us. But 
we have noticed the door of k closet at the tbrthcr end 
of the room partially open, and a more than uanally ugly 
Celestial oountenanoe protmded therefrom. We take a 
step In that direction under the pretense of admiring a 
Mngukr bird-cage — tike somcthmg between a pagoda and 
a dog-kennel — the door closes suddenly I The Chinamen 
look as if they considered their domestic arrangomcnU as 
none of onr business, and hare evidently arrived at the 
oonolnaion that wo are ratber ill-bred persons. Wo men- 
tally acknowledge that oar action has afforded them 
grounds fbr the inppositlon, make our.adien, and depart, 
in the fkiU conTidion that ire btva looked npon % real 
Ceteatial lady. 




' It Is very bad Hqnor wo shoU get in the Dutch grocery, 
nor u the atniosphero jiarticiilarly pure — but any thing 
nftcr the efBuvium above, in a change Ibr tho better. &t 
while sipping-at, or spilling on tho saw-duated floor, a half 
glaaff-fiiU of fiery npiritu, wp endeavor to extract Komc in- 
formation from tho 'aniUoi'.l on the subject of his lodgers, 
IJiit ho'8 BuUenand incominimicative, and evidently dis- 
posed to suspect the eiislcnce of some covert object in- 
imical to his interests, lie don't know whether there 
ore many Chinamen lodging thereabouts. Has heard wt. 
Perhaps there's o hundred or two of 'cm, altogether, 
living in Now York — he should n't think there was more. 
Bomo lives in GoW-strcet, ///» are decent, peoccnbly-dis- 
posed men, who never interferes with yon, if yoii never 
intcrfereswitUthem; and pays their rent regularly. What 
M their rent? Well, he don't see as he's bound to tell 
you. Ho guesses i/mi don't want to take board there, do 
yon ? And tli.il 's nil ive got ont of him. 

Wo will try thii> In isliy- whiskered, hairy-nockcd sailor, 
who, with his low-crnwned, blnck-japonned hat perched on 
tho very b,ick of his lieiid, is ventilating himself at iho 
street comer, and Itotli gnawing and smoking a cigar at 
the soma time. Ay! 7ft knows. He's seed the Jii/ni- 
niei goin' into tlint thurc doorway next block, 'sido o' tho 

grog shop wilh tho n.-uiie of over it. There 'b a 

of a lot on 'em too. We pause to inquire in the "grog- 
shop," and ilio proprietor, an unnaturally civilspolcon 
Irishman, volunteers to nceompany ns Ujvstairs. 

Into n room of mueJi tho same aspect as llio List, but 
this Tune looking into tho street. Possessing, too, an 
cqtinlly BbominaWo atmas|ihere, and tenoolcd by at least 
double the number of Chinese. Some, ongagod over a 
pack of cards, ore evidently 'gambling fit is scarcely 
noon), others cooking, and foar or five eating. A» bni- 
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taliicd in appearance, u miBernbly-olid and aordid-lookin^ 
ui their roccDtljr-Tint«d countrymen, there in little to bo 
■ecu to tempt oar sta;r. We put a few qucalionB to an 
atrocioualy hideous little Cbinanian — who replies in a 
fieroe, mapping manner — and boontineotly take our 
leave, ^»d to breathe the air of even that fool quarter 
again. 

Hie number of Chinese at present in this citj has been 
much over-rated. It can scarcely exceed one hundred 
and fifty, Sovi thej live has been shown, and it ma; bo 
worth more than a passing thought, that here, in our 
midst, exists a class of wretched and degraded btangs, 
thoronghlj pagan in faith, in viees, in igaoranca and 




CHAPTER XXXI. 



fN that quarter of the 
L'D cont£uiiing the 
...0 preceding E«til>- • 
lisliiHcnts, and within 
five niinulcii' walk of 
tlio latter, stuids the 
toiicmcnt now clnim- 
ing our notice. Like 
the Iridi Immigrant 
Uoai-ding-IIouse, itn 
exterior is that of n 
low Uvcm, and of 
cijiially repulsive m- 
pcct. A fancy marine 
title over Iho door, 
and an American flag 
stuck out of an upiicr 
window-^ attractions for searfiicing mcit-indicalo the 
parpoao to which it is devoted. 

The landlord claims a Portuguese origin, but his Hosliy, 
aquiline nose, protnberant lips, and small eyes, are unmu- 
takably Hebraieal-to say nothing of the remorsclc« 
wrinkles of his evil (ace. He has made a voyage or two 
in some nnkoown capacity, and assumes llio boii/iommie 




of a iaUor, denying his lineage with many oaths, iTralliod 
thereon, and boasting that ho hoa catco aa much salt pork, 
in bis time, as any of his guests. HU wife doea not at- 
tempt to rcpadiato her " p«o|.lce." Sbo is a large, oleagi- 
nous, blackJiaired, book-noscd woman, who invariably 
wean ear-ringg, and pcrfumca a toom with the odor of 
fried fish. Tlieir mutual offspring— Jews are ahnort aa 
prolific aa Iriah— compriae sometliing less than a do7>;B of 
dark-eyed, nasal, and turgid-lipped children, of whom the 
cldeat, a dim youth of fifteen, anisu hie father in the 
bar-room. 

ThoUnemcrt resembles the Immigrant Boarding-IIouso 
in internal arrangemcnls, and, like it, is provided with a 
atrongly-barred cellar for llio storago nod " aafe-keeping" 
of lodgers' baggage. The sleeping chambers are equally 
ill-fumishcd and uncleanly. Only the bar-room and lower 
floor present any thing eliaraetoristio or worthy of notice. 
We will peep therein at night, when the pcenliariUes of 
the Establishment are visible in all their glory. Wo elmll 
Msiimo that the landlord's jackals (or "runners") have 
auoceedcd in iovoigling a hoiwe-fiiU of newly-arrived sea- 
men into his den, ilioro to bo fleeced at pleasure. 

It is a long, low-roofed apartment, extending fk>m front 
to rear, crowded with individuals, and as fuU of tobacco- 
wnoko aa any ossemlilago of 2iurichen appertMning to a 
Gorman nnivcnyty. The chairs and benches snrroonding 
it are filled with sailors and females, tho former enjoyuig 
themselves with a rest whi;:h would appear only to bo 
known to them and to schoolboys dnring holidays. They 
hnil from iarions points of llio compass: here you may 
listen to the harsh guttural of the German, there see the 
liRht ban-, bloe eyes, and rongli, frank, jovial look, char- 
artorisng tho English tar; fbrther on, note the keen, 
ready-witted physiognomy of tho Amerioan. Perbapa 



tho British arc in Iho majority, Most of them appear 
clcaiily dressed, for "Jack ashore" has a great idea i>f 
rigging himself out smartly, ninl if bo have no money lo 
receive at the ctinclnsion of a voyage — whieli is some- 
timca the case — he can always "ni.nke a rai^" by mcnna 
of the landlord, that disinlerestcd Israelite advanciug it 
on t|io certainty of repayment out of Jack's next trip, n 
month's wages. of which ho knows ho can Mcitre befnre 
his dcpaHurc. Which sum, indeed, }]C«des every dollar 

. jin^seSBcd by bis guest on debarkation, ho will probably 
obtain ; for no Guinea negro on tho Slavc^Coast b more 
completely bought and sold, or less tbo master of bis own 

' actions, than Jack in the hands of his crimping landlord. 
Such reflections, however, do not trouble our tars at pres- 
ent, as, clad in trim bluejackets and troiiscn, with black 

' tarpaulin hats stuck, d la loilie^' bonnets, at tho very back 
of tlicir beads, they abandon themselves to the pleasures 
of the hour. All are smoking, many laughing, and not a 
few telling yams of an extent and nature demanding in 
the listener the gullibility of Marryat's Pacha, And more 
than one " olrl sail" has been doubling (tie Horn with such 
hearty good-will aa to bo "half seas over." 

At one end of tho room two fiddlers are uniting in the 
production of harmonic discord aufiicicnt to drive Ole 
Bull frantic. A third has succumbed, cither to profi-s- 
sional enthusiasm or to the amount of liquor injudiciously 
bestowed upon him by his admiring audience, and now 
lies in a comer, his countenance decorated after tbo elylo 
of a Now Zealand chief by an artistic performance in 
burnt cork- Ilis two friends have, also, sympathian^ly 
relieved him of a pocket full of copper coin ; it being the 
custom at the conclusion of each dance to bestow voliii> 
tnry conlrilmtions on the oreliestra. 
To this nreompaiiimant lialf a, doicn persons of oitlier 
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MX arc dancing Tho tignre, an abnorm&l one is kept up 
^v th BDcrgf orthy ol llie F lli A enuo, wl n m f u 1 
pc fonnaucB of tbo German, Stamping cap ng j ^ 
giDg to and fro banda ac oss and down the middle — a ch 
H tbo order of the d ghl— tdl the landed Boor v bratcs 
again, and the glamea on the table tmkle witb aympn- 
tl euij exciMnient. The male dancers are all aailon, the r 
partoen be ng coarse, lit, vnlgar look ng yooog women 




whose bloated fca u ea den e confirmed babta of drank 
enness They hare ve y hoa se o oea, wea necklaces 
and large brass ear nngs, call each other n* ert and 
affect bright red or ye ow dressea. Three of t em re- 
nde constantly n the bonse, and are mportant adjanots 
to the landlord m tho one great object^piUaging h s 
guests. 

A seaman a hie ashore, nnlen he have sense and thnft 
pnongh to acek one of the well-monaged and orrleriy 
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houses especially instituted for his benefit, is inrariably 
cliaracteriKud by reckless extravagance and dissi|iation. 
As a natural sequence, lie is victiniiied every way — even 
more atrociously than the Imiitigrant vttu, Overctmrgeii 
from tho landlord, robbciies on tho part of " the bdie^" 
money borrowed at usury, watches or clothes panned for 
the meana of " sprccing"— these comprise tbu outlines of 
a tar's oxpcricnoo among the land sharks. Finally, when 
deapoilod of every thing, ho ia made over by the arcli- 
orimp, his landlord, to the male of some vessel needing 
"hands," put aboard when helplessly drunk, and thus 
shipped off for another voyage. And if ho survivo the 
revolting barbarities to nliich he ia commonly aubject at 
gca — of which let Liverpool policc-couita ond onr own 
newspapers testify— ho only quits hia "Adtn/wiC (Jack's 
own epithet for the majority of American veascU) to land 
at some foreign port, after the expiration of months or 
years— thoro to repeat the anme experience. 
■ The keepers of Sailors' ]loarding-IIou«ea are not re 
quu«d, by law, to take out a license, rerliaps our Icps- 
lalon know why they are thus fovorcd. We donX 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

OF DIFFBRBNT SORTS OF B0ABDBB8. 

T Icngtli, Reader, our Pbysiology 
draws towards its ooticliisioii. 
Not that wo have cxhaustcMl 
the subject — ^to do that would 
necessitate the devotion of a 
particular chapter to every 
lioarding-IIouse in the city of 
New York; for not one of 
them, as has been ahready inti- 
mate<l, but possesses its own 
peculiarities. Such •a task 
might bo achieved only by a 
Briareus or Alexandre Dumas. 
It suftices us to have selected 
types of the more prominent, 
and, to the best of our judg- 
ment, note-worthy Establishments. 

Tet there are particulars remaming which should form 
part of our subject, though not conveniently admissible, 
or only cursorily alluded to, within the preceding pages. 
Our book has necessarily included a oonsiderablo variety 
of boarder character, yet wo find some very recogniiablo 
types of it still unportrayed. To remedy which we writo 
ilie present Chapter. 
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For iiutance, what penoa familiar with New York 
--Boardiiig-llQuwa but hu encountergd, and what projiri- 
Rtor or propriotroM of such EaUbluhincnta but hoa, at 
•nnw time, been viotimUod by one of that obnoxious 
tribe popularly known aa Shari Boarders?. Wo sliall, in 
a final Cliapler, have oocation to ipcnk of many griev- 
anoea incidental to the vocation, but thin— exposure to 
the meanest kind of robbery-ia one to wliich all, from 
the landlord of the palace hotel on Broadway to the poor 
old maid who atarta a "Hand-to-Month" Ertablishment 
in the hope of obtaining a meager gnbaisMnoe— are liable, 
and perhaps the direat. Samplea of the ffmut, both male 
and female, have inddenially illuminated our pages, but 
were we to chronicle all the diverBltiea of the apeeiea, our 
volume would suffer literary Elephantiasis. 
The Shark Boarder ia of every aspect, and in no wise 
to be detected from outward 
appearance. Now an indi- 
vidual of imposing address, 
dosliing exterior, and pro- 
•uraablo opulence ; now — 
though less frequently— a 
quiet, unassuming, and, oiton- 
nbly, rcspootable person, who 
is always expecting to rooeivo 
money which experiences un- 
looked-for delays b reach- 
ing its destination. We have 
known Sharks under the dis- - 
guise of clergymen, or of 
Bostoninns ; we remember 
one who passed himself off as 
■ Shaking Qoaker ( another who went about seeking what 
aho might devour, aa the abbess of a Spanish nunnery. Pro- 




iciis, the Bravo of Venice, iho author of Junius' Lctlcni, 
or any other generally indefinite personages that may bo 
mentioned, were nothing to tlicin. 

In many coses tho Shark Boarder pnys liberally nnd ■ 
promptly on tho outset, with a view to future credit. If 
of the mole species, lie generally endeavors to ingrntiatu 
himself in tho good graces of tlio landlady. Weak- 
minded .n'omcn — there are sui^h, even among iiiistrcssca 
of Boarding- Houses — are bis csjiecial prey. Ladies such 
as thoBO presiding over tho Establixlimcnts described in 
Chapters the Fiflctiith and Scventcentli, could scarcely bo 
expected to resist tlio fascinations of flattery, dyed mous- 
lachios, half a yard of pendant watch-chain, and a flashy 
style of dress and conversation. Tliis description of 
8hark possesses his female counterpart, who, were a mu- 
seum of Social Ichthyology cstabUshcd, might be labelled 
in it aa oery dangerout — specially to yonng genlUmen 
boardert. Our "Tip-Top" Establishment has afforded a 
cbtnce sample of the species, which is uncommonly 
prevalent in hotels and stylish Boarding-IIouses. Ordi- 
narily, the lady Shark is handsoniu-^>r has goodJooking 
daugfaters, 

A considerable number of these jweuniary vampires 




exist in New York, vho nro htovn nevxr to pay tlicir 
'~wiif, <lccan)|iing auircpttliouily when it bccomei oviduiil 
that tlicir ozautions will no longer be aiibmittcd to, or 
im|iuduDtly rum&itiiiig till oxpellod. Of conm, they 
ure cacumbered with verj little bagj^ge. Wo havo n 
story of one of the fraternity which may bo worth the 

Tbcre came to » Privato Boarding-HoiiBO a qiuelly- 
voradoiu young man who aflbctod extreme piety, wid 
told the landlady, on his arrival, that lie was dcsiroua of a 
room where he should be undisturboU in his devotions — 
which oagbt to have put her on her guard. He profetMcd 
to havo oinploymcnt at aomo Dililo or Tract publiKJiing 
institution, where it was genemlly understood that tlio 
" young men" sung bymna during their dinner hour, and 
always " aaked a blowing" when they put on a clean shirt- 
collar. The landlady formed a favorable 'opinion of her 
now boarder, which only began to dcclina on his getting 
in arrears, Tliis eommcncod at the second week, and 
contiiHiud till the date of hia expulsion, nearly two months 
aflerwards. She coiihl neither obtain payment or got 
liun to qulL When dunned, ho Kept and invented excuses, 
telling her how his pocket had been picked at the Tnbe:^ 
iiacio — how his feelings h.id impelled him to givo hia 
wages to a missionary who "came up in the office"^ow 
Ilia grandmother had written from Homo remote Western 
locality, statijig thai slio l^oil been comjicllod by]iccuninry 
ilistrcsa to pawn her entire wai'drobe, with tho solitary ex- 
ception of one unmentionable flann'.'l garment. Mn>.^^ 
clung to hope awhile, tolerating her boarder until tho ser. 
vanta complained of the pioiu yonth'a accidentally fmdinj; 
hii way into their rooms noctnmally. Ho then received 
a strong intimation that his Apartment was wanted, filill 
he wnddn't go. He appeared, as usual, at meals — when 



the landlady didnt liko rUting a row before her Iward- 
er*— but having no latch-key, was accustomed, nt nighl, to 
ring Boftiy ; stealing up-stairs.on gaining admission, to bed. 
Finally, the other boarders took tho matter in hand, anil 
Iiaving locked nnd bolted tho street-door, placid ihem- 
selves at on upper window to awwt the result. Eleven 
o'clock came, and wiih it a gentle application at tho bcU. 
Looking out, they beheld an in distinctly-seen figure ap- 
parently engaged in an attempt to pick tho lock— ui^n 
which figure tho contents of a couple of ewcni were im- 
mediately discharged. But imagine the sstonisbmcnt of 
tho party when, instead of fleeing their victim slink off 
■with the oir of a detected pick-pockct, they observed 
him clutch tlio bellhandlc, 
and puU it with frantic veho- 
mencc, again and again, ac- 
companying the act with vig- 
orously-licstowed kicks on the 
lower panels .of the door. 
Flesh and blood could not • 
stand this. Tho boarders in a 
body rushed down -stairs, and 
fell, with fist' and foot, upon 
tho author of tho clamor. 

Kot until bo had been severely 

pounded did they discover 

that it waa— NOT the Shark Boarder, but a highly cotim^- 
bio gentleman — quite the model mnn of tho Esiablish- 
mentl Yet, still worse ; during the m^M, as siibscqiienily 
appeared, the Shark had arrived, and slipping in unob- 
served at the. open door, had gwned his room. Ho 
left, however, very early next momuig, and for good, 
taking with him a pair of pants belonging to another 
lioardor, two ooata, a watch, and a copy of iho Kov. Mr. 
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^urgc-on's sermonR — which liTclyvolomc hid hoen loautit 
to hint by tlie lan<Il»il/. 

Wo have, several tiroes, daring the progress of our work, 
fakd occasion to nlludo to Pet Boarders, Who hns not aome 
linowlcdga of this B|iccica? Wo hove yet to encounter 
<ma Eatabiishmcnt in whicli Pet Bonrdcr-inn docs not, in 
Bomo degree, exist. It would appear to bo an inevitable, 
thongh highly objectionable a|)pcndago to the Inslitution. 
In strength and potency it admits of the greatest diver- 
sity, from open, recognized deB|K)tiani, to the miJd, inwd- 
ions, covort anthoi-ity which is rather felt than seen, and only 
detected by the narrowest scrutiny. A comparatively rare 
case, snch as we have described in Chapter the Fifteenth, 
would bo at onco ob»crvable, but not so with others. You 
mfty live twelve months in a Board ing-Housc, utterly un- 
eonscioaa of the existence of a Pet, albeit every meal you 
have partaken of during that time has been especially pTo- - 
vided with a view to pleasing his appetite. We say hi>, 
never having discovered a Indy Pet — unless merely ad- 
mitted as a partaker in her husband's privileges. 

Some hve by it. Admitted on the express agreement 
that they shall undertake what in theatrical parlance U 
denominated "general utility business" — as carving at 
table, leading the email talk, and, so to spenlt, ingeniously 
blending the porta of fitmily-man and head-wniter — they 
may be termed gastronomio dead-h«a<it, and though Dot 
occupying a very dignified position, are otherwise un- 
objectionable. Some glide into ofGco from indolence, 
abetted, by stress of circumstances, aod are, finally, mar- 
ried by their landlady. We have heard storiea of the 
system being so formally rccognixed that preliminary 
stipulations were entered into as to what the Pet was to 
"eat, drink, and avoids" dishes of rarity and prioc being 
tabooed to him, and ke expected, in no case, to send hii 



plate up twico for pie. Bui under such controlmcnt ha 
is, manifestly, scnrccty entitled lu his denomination. 11iu 
true Pet Boarder is he who Jiai/a and ralen, oiKnly or in 
Hccrot, over the oppctitcs of Lis fellows. Slildly focetioiui 
*gcntlemcu — not " funny" ones, for landladies, m common 
with their sor, are rather afraid of l/teiu,.a» they don't 
know but tliat they may bo induced to laugh at sonicthins 
that's not }iropcr — cicrgymcn, and stujiid, rctijicctable, old 
gentlemen are very apt to bccomo Pet Boarders. An in- 
fallible instanoo of their position is the ajipcaronco of Konio 
cxcluuvo dainty in their immcdiato vicinity at table, of 
which nothing is Kiid to tlic other boarders. If you iwk 
for it and j>aa$ it on — as wo always did (on Iiigli mond 
groundK), be sure that both the Pet nil J landlady will hnto 
you intensely. Wo liave an anecdote illustrative of litis 
phase of Pet BoarUoriani. 

Wo wore caco sojourning in a stjlisli Establish men I 
where there was n Pet Boarder — a faint, iliir man, of 
Carkcrith asiwct with respect to teeth. lie used to carvo 
at table, and always took earc to reserve for himself the 
daintiest bits. Wo resolved to punish him by plagiarizing 
the conduct of the sculptor Clinn trey on a similar occasion, 
and lay in wait for a good opixirtunity. In due time it 
chanced that one small, sjiecial delicacy was placed beforu 
him. He, very grocioualy, assisted those nearest to liirn 
to the' inferior parts, proflcring some to us — which wo 
declined, until, having disposed of all but the very 
choicest portion, ho was at)Out to transfer that to his own 
plate, when we begged to bo allowed to change our 
minds, and — received the plate from the hands of tlio 
waiter. The Pet's face was awful to contemplate. He 
had the additional satisfaction of sccmg us send our 
plate away after dispoung of * few uunithfula of iu 
contents. 



All PcU, when known to be RDch, itre detested hy their 
follow-boarden — nnd deservedly wj. 

Of Siaa^eeabU Boarders wo bavo exhibited some, per- 
hspa too many, eampies. But bcHidci tliosc who arc ob- 
nokious in their own peculiar and private capacity, there 
»ro numerouH puhUciy olFensivo ones who, like the Shark 
and Pef, appear inseparable from the system. Inevitably 
comio gentlemen, for iniftance, who enjoy dique fun over 
tlie dinner-table, laugh londly at one another's bad joketi, 
■nd talk indirectly a( folio w-board en. Argumentative iii< 
dividuals who neiie npon every opportunity for controver- 
ual fisty-cufTs, lose tciapor, get red in the face, and tkoiU 
at one wiother. Politicians generally. People who pride 
Ihemselvcs on their dignity, and try to "look down" 
ihoao whom tliey miul meet, three times n day, at tliu 
name table. Vulgar people who rush into the opposjlu 
i^urao of extreme familiarity with everybody. Iliisbaiids 
who are absurdly jealona of their wives, and pick a quar- 
rel with yon if yon pasa a lady's plate, or tell her that it's 
a fine day. Old maids of tho keep-your-distnnce-and-know- 
yoar-bottcre order, who have preternatural ly good noses 
for foiuffing out moral taints in tho most innocent words 
nnd actions, and are, constitntionally, down on huraaiiiij. 
Solemn old fooxlcs who thuik a Inugh betokens want of 
respect for their dignity, and resent the mildest differ- 
ence in opinion with a heavy malignancy of which only 
Ntuind pwjplo are capable. Unmitigated pious people wlm 
iciU have " grace" said before menis, who sit in judgment 
on their, fellow-boa rde re, and look eternal sulphur-and- 
pitetiforks at you if yoo talk of theatres. In short, all 
persons who rido their hobbies without regard te the corns 
of their neighbors, mfcy bo classed nnder the head of Di* 
agreeable Boarders. Lovers of scandal deserve a worwe 
title, but that is a [dant indigenout to Boarding-Uoasos, 



rtudnntilthoadvent of the Millennium we desjiairofHcrhii* 
it eradiivitcd. Wo believe — as no ko|>«. — that the Insti- 
tution will ho extinct first. 

Wo havo known a few instances of Mynteriont Boanl- 
crs. One (heretofore alluded to in our thigoK) was an uM 
lady who took linr meals in her own room, having mailc n 
s|>cml contract to tliat clTect with tlie jiroprictrcss of tlui 
Establishment. She never went abroail,biit sjicnt her en- 
tire time in the iudulgeiico of a raven-like jtrcdilcction li>r 
obtaining surreptitious glini|ises of the boarders, as they 
ascended to, or descended from tlidr chambcrH. For thi* 
|)nr|H>so she lay in wait convtantly, nt all hours of tlio day 
nnd night, generally keeping the dnur of Iicr n|>aKnieul 
open to tho extent of about two inches, and invariably 
closing it with a bang when you had jkuwciI — an if she re- 
sented your existence, ond look that way of informing 
you of the fact. It was a singularly disconccrling ]imc- 
tice, placing you in tho i>oaition of one who took a lil>- 
erty — in walking iip-slairs. lis effects on a newly-ar- 
rived .boarder were jicculiar, llo licraino 1otr-s|iiritiNl, 
llionght ofhiit Ruin, nnd was Imuutcd hy n lively npprehcn- 
sion of some indcliiiablo retribution impending over htui. 
I le |iaii.4ed tho door at midnight with a shuddering con- 
viction that a S|icctral Eye was watching him through tho 
key-holo. Finally, ho waxed resentful, bought a jinir of 
creaking lioots, and when the door opened sollly IwIuimI 
liim. Lid to repress a strong inclination to shiick out, or 
to tliTOW up one leg, or to jump several feet into the air, 
bringing bis heels into violent concussion on descending, 
or similar saltatory proceedings. Sometimes llic Mys- 
terious Boardor glided to Ihe stair-case, and called, over 
the bannisters, in a spectral voice to the servants. Sho 
was peculiarly restless just before dinner. Passing her 
door at that poriod^-cspccially if you encountered tlie 



^jorrant bringing np her dinner, imd K> got canght, an it 
were, between two fires — wu always a nervous trnnsac- 
tion. It affected ui to that extent that had there been a 
fire-eaoape, or ■ rope-ladder handy, we should h.ivo pro- 
icrred that mode of descent to the st^r-cose. Only on 
two oocnaions do we recollect the Mysterious Boarder's 
quitting her own apartment for the lower story. Sho ro- 
moincd invisible on the first. Tlie boarders were assem- 
bled at tbe breakfast-lnble, when the door of a small room 
at one end of the apartment (occQ|iicd by the landla<ly) 
suddenly opened to the width of two inches, and, in the 
midst of adead ulenee,aVoice demanded of tbe company, ' 
generally, "Hdt wr papkr eotat yetf" The second in- 
■tance waa fkr more appalling, and experienced by us, iu- 
dividnally. We bad como down late to breakfast, and 
were, nibsequontly, luiuriating over one of "Byle*'" 
exqoidte letters to the Tribune, in the front parlor— all 
■lone — no person being visible in cither that or the rear 
room. When, happening to raise our eyes over the top 
of the page, to onr infinite horror and atitonishmcnt we 
beheld the Mysterious Boarder gloteerinff at us. She was 
dressed in black, wore fpcctodes, and had a white hand- 
kerchief tied round her head, the loose ends of which 
projecting upwards at the top, gave her a strong rcscRi< 
bianco to a large, homed owl. Solemnly advancing, she 
seized the 2\me* and slowly retired, her ppectacles still 
fixed remorselessly npon ne. Incontinently we dashed 
down the 7W$un« and fled. 

The landlady, when questioned, informed ns that she — 
the Kysteriona Boarder — was an estimable person, and 
poeMSMd ■ fine mind. We did not question tbe foci, but 
■honld lure been glad to hare seen it direct its owner to 
•ome more ebeerfnl mode of entertainment. By the 
bonrdera, generally, she was known by the toubriquet 



of "Grace Poolo"— after tbe tfrin Mystery in Jane 
E>jn. 

We knew another Mysterious, or rather Incomprehcn- 
siblo Boarder, lie labored under two extraordinary lial- 
Ineinations — the one that womankind, in general, adiiTVil 
liiin and were bent on persecuting him to the dtath with 
their addresaea — the other that Nature had intended liini 
for a CortcE, a Pixorro, or a Walker. Now, as ho was by 
no means a handsome or intelligent individual, l>cing, in- 
deed, rather comraou-placo — not to say ignoble — in njK 
p(?arance, the opinion ho entertained of his merits was, 
moderately spcoking,a cool one. And when ho bnrst into 
tears over the dinner-table, while bewailing his unajipro- 
cuatcd talent for conquest, and demanded, with miidi ex- 
citement, " a hundred thousand men," that he might carry 
the Stars and Stripes throughout tho length and breadth 
of South America — it became very unpleasant for jiis 
neighbors, one of whom wo hapi>cned to be. Further- 
more, hia faith in his own powers of faseinntion induced 
him to write an excessively ungrammntical love-letter — 
wherein the personal pronoun was invariably reprcscnleil 
by a Rmall i — to a hajidsomo lady-boarder; and, suliso- 
qucntly, to favor her with a visit at her country-seat. Wo 
bcliovo that bo waa rather " hard up," and that llic land- 
lady good-naturedly allowed him to remain for six weeks 
or so without demanding payment for bis board. She ex- 
perienced some difficulty in getting rid of bim. lie w.is 
discovered in his room on several occasions at remote in- 
tervals after his nominal departure, ami, more tlian once, 
come doivn to breakfast as heretofore. He also contracted 
a habit of ^ca!Iing on the boarders — especially one — a cler- 
ical gentleman — and nt'gotiating small loans in the hall — 
incidentally displaying a large checsc-knife, which bo rnr- 
ried under his coat during such transactions. We don't 
know what hernme of him. 
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-^ Another, imd a still more coccntrio instance sliall con- 
clude onr Chapter — wLich b already protracted beyond 
its legitimate limits. There came, oa boarder, to a certain 
Efltablisbroent, a Strange Gentleman of foreign aspect, 
who stipulated for private gastronomic arrangements, and 
owned a large hairy dog, which he osed to beat, regularly, 
for a quarter of an hour oHor each meal — breakfast, din- 
ner, and supper. This, he said, he did /or rxerciM. On 
tbo second evening of his domiciliation he asked the land- 
lady's permission to uubolt a trap-door leading to the 
rooii in order to enjoy the frcah air, which, the doctor 
told him, was good for his stomnch. She according it, ho 
■pent two honrs on the top of the boose, and then began to 
poll down ohimney-pols, and to hurl them into the street. 
Two policemen and some of the mole boarders subsequently 
secured him, just as ho was preparing to descend {attired 
only in shirt and boots) the interior of a chimney, having 
already forced his dog to precede him 1 He proved to bo 
a lonaUo, recently escaped from the oonGnement in which 
hii friends had placed him. 




CHAPTER XXXIT. 



TROSrEOTtTR AND VALSDIOTORT. 

HERE is an old story of 
a certain pointer, mIio 
IiavJMg depicted a iitnn 
in the net of overcom- 
ing a lion in Eiiigle com- 
bat, submitted his [tcr^ 
Ibnnancc to one of ilia . 
latter Bpecies for ciili- 
cism, which was ac- 
corded in the simjilo 
remark, that had the 
artist been a lion, Dm 
rcLitive positions of 
the ]u)rtics represent eil 
might have been dilTer- 

jwhat similar judgment will ho 

passed upon our volume by the pioprietors and proprie- 
tresses of Now York Boarding-Houses. If the writer, 
they will say, had cxpcricneo of terphig, instead of board- 
ing, at our Establigliraenta, this " Phj-siology" would not 
have contained half so much matter derogatory to our 
■ onlling, and infinitely nioro at the exi>enRe of our board- 
ers. Now, without wishing to disparage leonine or land- 
lordial oenuire, wa have a word or two to say in ontici- 
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-'pMion of such (inevitable) objections; as, also, in con- 
duiuon. 

In tko Rnt plnco, we ironid profess that our book is 
prettjr honestly written. If we hnve described obnoxioua 
landladies, our pages hare included cqualljr objectionable 
boarders; nor are we conscious of invidiousncss in the 
portrayal of either. Tlie keepers of Boarding-IIouscn are, 
as A elasB, neither better nor worse tbon the tOBJority of 
persons who rely upon their own exertions for a livdi- 
hood. Charges of mcanncKS, of gellisliness, ef a rap-icioiis 
advocacy of their own rights and a notable indifference to 
those of otIicrB, may, as ofVen, and with as mueb justice, 
be brought against boarders ns landladies. Wo have 
known some of the latter every way superior in mind, 
morals, and manners, to those who met at their tables, 
and whose whims and exactions they — to a certain ex- 
tent — were obliged to tolerate, in virtue of ibeir position : 
we have encountered others of the meanest, most mer- 
cenary, matt ofiensivo description. Of which our Physi- 
olOgy may testify. 

Tho vocation is a angularly unhappy and irksome one, 
involving much risk and responsibility, and posscsaing ho 
aneommon facilities for reolinng pecuniary proUt. If 
Boardtng-Houses had existed io Job's day, and the Arclt- 
Enemy hftd clapped that respectable patriarch into one, 
H landlord, for a month or so, wo have no doubt tliat 
ho would have adopted Airs. J.'s advice and done the 
"onsnng" incontinently. Nor are tbe general relations 
between a landlady and her boarders too conciliatory. 
Our readers will scarcely have Ciilcd to remark, in thcii 
own experience, as in our volume, the spirit of antagonism 
commonly prevalent. Very frequently boarder* ond land- 
ladies get to regard each other u natural enemies, "nie 
&ult, we take it, Um— « bulu oiiially do— Aquatty on 



either side. In boarding, as in other maltere, wo Bro-iiU 
of us— prone to ibink rather of wlmt is due to t\,M,/r«M 
us; hence boordera become aggressively scltish, and laiiJ. 
ladies— discovering how litUo sj-mpmhy or consideration m 
felt for them— passively so. In most cases the former are 
more unthinkingly tbau intcnlionally unjust; albeit wo 
have, certainly, obseired some instances of exaction on 
the part of boarders thoroughly SAyloebian in tlitir in- 
ft-mal MllTshness. Wo knew a " lady" to originate n r>w 
in a Hoarding-IIouse in consequence of a temporary delay 
m lighting her fire, when tho motbei- of the pn>j.rietre«, 
lay dying I Our general oxperionco would indicate that 
the gentler sex nro less considerate towards one nnuiher 
than male boordors. We never yet cncoimtcrod a lady 
who professed herself salinfied with her Boarding-IIouse. 
Jlcn may bo hasty, but liardly so exacting. If tlio reader 
doubt thia assertion, wo eni])hatically rvfer him to tlio 
proprietress of any Boardii.g-I louse with whom he may 
be acijuainled. 

Landladies are, from the nature of their position, in- 
eVitably cognizant of most of tho little mcaime»K^ jeal- 
_ ousics, and Cwlts of ihetr boarders— for in no j.laco docs 
an individual exhibit himself mon> completely in his true 
colors than in a Boarding-IIouse. It has just enough of 
tho freedom of homo to induce a conviction that one may 
act as he pleases, but none of iix restraining sanctity and 
responsibilities. (Wo have witnc.-«ed a stormy altercation 
ovcrabreakfuswable in eonwquenco of a booider's dis- 
appomtmont in not getting a penny roll.) Unless of un- 
usually soorctive disposition, yon can't live for any length 
of tune in one of these Establishments without having all 
your fiuUng. " reckoned up" »,„„ mitigation. And never 
flatter yourself with Uie i.Ira that they are not talteJ 
"bout by your /eUou>^ir<f^r^. You might M well sup. 
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--pose that what you say of them wfll not be carried to 
their ears. That nnluokily-constnieted Sicilian oonfeaaonal 
which repeated penitents* whispers in a place of public 
resort was not better adapted to the diffusion of misduey. 
ous information than are Boarding-Houses. The evil is 
inherent, inevitable. 

We have often thought that the most appropriate sunilo 
we could hit upon for a Boarding-House is afforded by 
what showmen denominate " a Happy Family ;•• where a 
number of animals of incongruous, antagonistic, and con- 
flicting natures, arc confined in a single cage— it being 
gratuitously assumed that they have conquered their in- 
BtincUye aversions to each other's society. And, to be 
sure, they stand on their good behavior when in public 
But who shall speak of the desire the dog must possess 
to strangle the cat ; the mclination the owl must have to 
lunch off the mice ; the mtense longmg existmg in the 
sable bosom of the raven for the gratification of taking 
out one of the gumea-pig*s eyes. Let Dickens's Raven— 
from whom we borrow the last illustration— reply. As with 
the ** Happy Family" so with the inmates of a Boarding. 
House. In an indiscriminately-got-together community, 
where, like our national democracy "one person's as good 
as another, and a good deal better"— it is in the nature of 
things for people to conflict— and conflict they do, accord- 
ingly- 
There is only onb way of avoiding Boarding-House 

squabbles— a strictly-aoted-upon system of Nan-IfUer- 
couTM* with fellow-boarders. In which case you'll only 
be considered ^stuck-up," and detested in consequence. 
Which is, comparatively, easy of endurance when oon- 
trasted with other ridok 

We are inclined to believe that ill-bred persons Aire 
best in Bbarding-Housea. J'nst as, were a lady of educa- 
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tion and refinement and a Zooloo-Kaflir to sit down at 
one common ordinary, in all probability the latter would 
come off best in the eating department. Exacting i>coplo 
arc hated— but they get what they want, and, generally, 
liave their own way. 

Our objections to the Institution of Boarding may bo 
all summed up in one sentence * That, as our virtues are 
much more do|x^ndcnt on our surroundings than we are 
wUIing to admit, when the check ofhonie is removed (and 
a Boarding-IIouso is, emphatically, not a liomc) all sorU 
of evils arc Iwblo to rush in. Tlio good that exists in these 
Establishments does so in spite of the 'system, which is in- 
herently mischievous. But it were useless to rail against 
them. We have to accept the^ Institution as we do our 
existence— and make the best of both. It is part of our 
anomalous social state, and so long as it is next to an im- 
possibility for those who desire to live at once privately, 
decently, and economically, to find a suiubic dwelling hi 
this city— so long as there 's scarcely any medium between 
mansions fiir beyond the reach of men of moderate in- 
comes and miserable tenement houses—so long as a large 
pro|>ortion of our citizens entertain the idea that an in- 
ordinately extravagant style of house-kecping is abso- 
lutely necessary to secure position ; and that attempting 
comfort in an humbler sphere is rather contemptible than 
otherwise— so long as young men canH afford to get 
married, and youug ladies object to the "trouble" of 
household ministry— in short, so long as New York an- 
pires to become a Brummaffem Paris (and does it very 
clumsily), Boarding-IIouses will, undoubtedly, continue to 
exist. Of their general effects on individual and metro- 
politan character we have no doubt. Charies Dickens 
half charged Americans with "an inaptitude for social 
pleasures." Granting that there may bo some grounds 
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—for tike ■ooiuatioD, bu not this UDiTereal barraek tya.em 
•omethiog to do with ita enstcDOe F 

Reader, our tuk u done. Hoping that we pktt fiienda, 
irith all good-will we tnd 70a Faxbwxu. 
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